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TO THE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 



In accordance Avith the request of your Honorable Board, I 
hereby transmit a report upon the origin, progress, and condition 
of Public Education in this city, to which are added statistics 
and other information in reference to the educational facilities 
provided by religious, charitable, and private means. 

The difficulty of obtaining material for the early history of 
education in this city was very great, owing to the fact that no 
attempt had heretofore been made to gather information on that 
subject As the duties of my office take most of my time, it would 
have been impossible for me to obtain the necessary knowledge 
and properly compile it without assistance. This has been ren- 
dered by Thomas F. Harrison, Esq., Assistant Superintendent 
of Schools, who has been of much service both in obtaining the 
information, and in the literary labor requisite to the preparation 
of this report. 

THOMAS BOESE, 
Clerk of the Board of Education. 

New York, December 30^ 1867. 
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HISTORY OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 



IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 



SCHOOLS OF NEW A^ISTERDAll 

1014-1604. 

Pablic Schools in Holland, 1585. — West India Coropanj bound to maintain 
Schools. — First Common School in America. — Adax Roelandsen. — 
Stuyvcsant. — ^Lnyck's Latin School, 1C59. — Large number of Schools. 

The settlers of New Amsterdam did not neglect to pro- 
vide for . the education of their children. In their native 
land they had themselves been participators in the advan- 
tages of public instruction, furnished by the first system of 
common schools ever established in Europa The thrift, en- 
ergy, and bravery of the citizens of tho little republic were 
early co-ordinated with a wise regard for tho cultivation of 
intelligence, and legal enactments sought to protect the state 
from the evils inseparable from an ignorant population. 
"Neither the perils of war, nor the busy pursuit of gain, nor 
the excitement of political strife, ever caused them to neglect 
the duty of educating their offspring. Schools were every- 
where provided, at the public expense, with good school- 
masters to instruct the children of all classes in the usual 
branches of education."* 

With the same forethought, the national authorities bound 
the West India Company to maintain, in their distant colony 
in the wilderness of New Netherlands, " good and fit preach- 
ers, schoohmasterSj and comforters of the sick ;" all of which 

' Brondhead. 
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functions seem at first to, )iayc ^p^ exercised bj the same 
individual. The exact date of tUe establishment of the first 
school on this island can not now be definitely ascertained; 
but enough is known respecting it from the oflicial records of 
the town to warrant the assertion that it had the honor of be- 
ing the first on the continent of America which was main- 
tained at the public expense, and was open to the children 
of all classes of society. It is true that, like the schools at 
home, it was under the direction of the Established Church ; 
no people having yet advanced so far in their conceptions of 
religious liberty and mutual right as to place the public sec- 
ular instruction of youth under the control of the civil au- 
thorities alone. 

As the Government bound the Company, so they, in their 
turn, obliged the patroons to support, in their several agricul- 
tural colonies, a minister and a school-master. It was not till 
1633, even in New Amsterdam itself, that the two ofiices 
were practically separated; but at this date, and with the ad- 
vent of Wouter A^on T wilier as governor, we find that Dom- 
inie Bogardus is the ofiiciating minister, while Adam Soe- 
liANDSEX is at the same time mentioned as the school-master — 
the first of that long line of instructors steadily increasing in 
numbers, and now amounting, in the public and private 
schools of the city, to over four thousand persons. 

The school was long without a permanent home, being 
kept in such premises as could from time to time be obtain* 
cd. . The first efibrts to build a school-house were made in 
1642; but the financial diflUculties of the colony were so 
pressing that the funds collected were again and again di- 
verted to other uses, chiefly to defense against the Indians, so 
that the building was probably not erected till after the En- 
glish occupation. Small private schools were also early es- 
tablished fo^ the children of the more wealthy portion of the 
community, but, even in these, no one could teach without a 
license from the civil and ecclesiastical authorities. 

The range of study must have been very limited, as ap- 
pears from a remonstrance from the colonists to the Govern- 
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ment in consequence of tbeir regularity of the school, espe- 
cially of one interregnum of three months. They demanded 
that the school should have at least two good masters, and 
that there should not only be instruction in reading and 
writing, but also in the religious doctrines of the Church — 
an early indication that sectarian had a natural tendency 
to separate itself from secular instruction, and can only be 
kept in combination with it by making the minister the 
school-master, or the school-master the minister. As to other 
subjects of study, the simplest forms of arithmetic and the 
keeping of accounts were not taught to youth till the next 
century, geography not being added till within the last eighty 
years. 

The interest manifested in the schools by Stuyvesant, the 
last Dutch governor, seems to have increased their number 
throughout the colony. At the close of his administration 
there were, in New Amsterdam alone, three public schools 
and a dozen or more private schools, besides a Latin school 
of such high reputation that pupils were sent to it from Fort 
Orange, from the Delaware, and even from Virginia. So 
great an attention to education is certainly very creditable for 
a town numbering at the most only some fiflcen hundred in- 
habitants, struggling with the privations of a distant colony, 
and surrounded by a generally hostile Indian population 
which still roamed over nearly all of the island, and in times 
of peace were found in the streets of the settlement itsel£' 

The school first established as the Public School is still in 
existence. It is known as the " School of the Reformed Prot- 
estant Dutch Church," its peculiar public character and sap- 
port terminating with the Dutch Government Fully partici- 
pating in the advanced views of our time, it is yet in good 
and thriving condition, and seems likely long to continue, as 

' In 1Cr>8, the schoat, or shcriiT, Nicasins D*Sill, complains of the trouble 
he has hnd with the ^ shouting of the Indians,** at the same lime venting his 
wrath upon the boys of the town, who, by " cuUing of hoekief^^ caused him 
much annoyance. Many juvenile Manhattaneso of other than Dutch extrac- 
tion still Ivccp up the ancient custom, and play ^^hooktjf" as in times ntjot^^^ 
Vattntint, 
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probably the oldest educational institution in the United 
States. A few years since, on the occasion of the transfer of 
the school to its present commodious building, its principal 
prepared a sketch of its history, from which the greater part 
of this and the following section has been compiled.' 

> Ilistorv of tho School of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church, br II. W. 
Dnnshee. 
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SCHOOLS DURING THE ENGLISH COLONIAL FERIOD. 

iGO<t— irra. 

Schools remain Dutclu — Lord Cornbury'i efforts to anglicize them. — TVinit/ 
School, 1710.— Effects of Immigration. — King*s School, 1754. — Straggle 
of tlic Dutch fur their Language. — Whelp imported from Holland, TIoS, 
— Revolution closes all Schools. 

During the century following the transfer of the colony 
to the English, education received but little attention from 
the Government The great majority of the people were 
Dutch. The tide-waves of immigration that were to set in 
from the British islands had, as yet, scarcely begun to move; 
Dutch customs and the Dutch language long prevailed, and 
were but slowly supplanted or modified by the national pe- 
culiarities of the new-comers. A glance at the names of 
those who were associated with the English governor in the 
conduct of public affairs shows that wealth, power, and in- 
fluence continued to be held by the descendants of the orig- 
inal settlers of New Amsterdam. Their churches and schools 
went on in the old way, though receiving no governmental 
support, except that the excellent Latin school of Luyck, es- 
tablished in 1659, was continued by the English authorities 
for eight years longer. 

By the tenns of the surrender the people were guarantied 
"liberty of consciences in their divine worship and Church 
discipline, with all their accustomed jurisdiction with respect 
to the poor, and orphans ;" the last phrase being understood 
to involve the care of the Church schools. This was made 
more definite by the charter granted by William III., who 
naturally favored the Dutch settlers, in which it is expressly 
stated that " Our will and pleasure further is, and we do 
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hereby declare that the ministers of said Church, for the 
time being, shall and may, by and with the consent of the 
elders and deacons of said Church, for the time being, nom- 
inate and appoint a school-master^ and such other under-offi- 
cers as they shall stand in need of." Notwithstanding this, 
several of the English governors, whether actuated by zeal 
for the English Church, or by the enlightened policy of 
gradually securing uniformity of language and greater ho- 
mogeneity of the people, endeavored to break up the distinct- 
ive Dutch schools throughout the province, Lord Cornbury 
even " claiming the direct appointment of the school-master." 
Though partly successful on Long Island, through the se- 
vere measures used to effect his object, yet the resolute front 
presented by the sturdy Dutch burghers of New York thor- 
oughly defeated his plans in the city, and secured for a while 
longer a continuance of the old customs. 

Meanwhile new schools were established by immigrants 
from Great Britian and the neighboring colonies. In 1710 
the school still existing under the name of Trinity School 
was opened by William Iluddlestone, under the direction 
of a society connected with the English Church. A few 
3'ears previous to this a free Grammar School had been 
founded and built on the King^s Farm ; an Episcopal mis- 
sionary, William Vesey, had opened a school for blacks, and 
numerous additional private schools had been established 
under English or Dutch masters. 

But a power mightier than a governor's edicts was soon 
to be at work, slowly gathering a force that would in a 
few more years overcome all the resistance of the conserva- 
tives. The great immigration was about to begin. As late 
as the census ordered in 1754 at the outbreak of the French 
and Indian War, the population of the entire province was 
less than 97,000, the English settlements being chiefly on 
Ixjng Island and along the river.* Within little more than 

' The papulation won distributed in a way tliat now socms very singular. 
Tho City and County of New York returned 10,708 whites and 2272 blacks ; 
wfiilc the City and County of Albany reports 14,805 whites, and 2G19 blacks: 
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forty years after tbis the population of tbe city alone had 
advanced from thirteen thousand to more than sixty thou* 
sand, or nearly fivefold ; while its cosmopolitan character was 
already indicated in the many dialects of English, Welsh, 
Irish, Scotch, and Dutch spoken in its streets, and greatly 
impairing the purity of the English tongue that was finally 
to prevail In the opinion of Smith, the historian, "the 
language was hopelessly corrupt,'* there was no uniform 
standard as in the New England colonics, the schools were 
in general badly conducted, and good and competent instruct- 
ors were only to be found in the private employ of those 
families whose hereditary wealth enabled them to secure the 
best advantages for their childreiu 

The year 1754 also claims notice in the educational histo- 
ry of the city for the establishment of King's College — the 
Columbia College of post-Revolutionary times. Its charter 
was granted by Governor James Delancy, previous to which 
acts had been passed authorizing lotteries to raise money 
for its establishment' Till nearly the close of the century it 
bad to struggle for its existence, one of its first difliculties 
having been a controversy as to the character of the special 
religious influence which should control it, finally termina- 
ting in the adoption of the forms of the English Episcopal 
Church, 

Meanwhile the Dutch battled vigorously against the ex- 
tinction of the language and customs of their fathers. As 
late as 1T55 the Consistory of their Church sent expressly to 
Ilolland and imported a genuine Dutch school-master and 
chorister, one John Nicholas Whelp, who, for what was then 
thought the generous salary of two hundred dollars a year, 
the use of a small house and garden, and the payment of the 
expenses of his voyage, was induced to bring out with him 
his wife and family, and continued to serve acceptably until 
his death in 177S. But they were fighting the irresistibla 

total population of tho proTinoe,96,7C5.'— From census of Koi, iis quoted In 
**MUcheirs New York U 1807.'' 
'MUchclL 

B 
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Even before the end of Whelp's time English seems to have 
been introduced into the school itself. The Church had al- 
ready in 1764, just a century after the transfer of the province, 
been forced reluctantly to alternate its Dutch services with 
one in the English tongue. This change had been wrought 
against the most strenuous opposition, but was finally acknowl- 
edged necessary, to prevent the young people from abandon- 
ing the religious connections of their fathers. The necessity 
was quite as great for the further continuance of the school ; 
and the successor of Whelp, appointed in 1773, was expressly 
directed " not only to teach reading, writing, and arithmetic, 
but to instruct the children in the English as well as in the 
Dutch language."' 

But the fierce excitements of the Revolutionary period 
were already upon them. The city was the scene of some of 

' In tlio memoir rend bjr Judge Benson before tbo New York Historical So- 
ciety in IS IG occurs the following passage, which b worth presenring : " There 
was a day always kept hero by the Dutch, and the keeping of it delegated by 
the mothers to their daughters still at school — fVoirea Daffh (Woman's Day); 
the same with the Valentine's Day of the English, and althongh differently, 
still, perhaps, not less salutarily kept. Every mother's daughter, furnished 
with a piece of cord the size neither too large nor too small ; the twist neither 
too hard nor too loose ; a turn round the hand, and then a sufficient length 
left to serve as a lash ; not fair to hare a knot at tho end of it, but fair to 
practice for a few days to acquire the sleight ; the law held otherwise, dueling. 
On tho morning of the day, tho youngster never venturing to turn a comer 
without first listening whether no warblers were behind it, no golden apples to 
divert him from the direct course in this race. Schoolboy Ilippomencs espied, 
pursued by charmer Atalanta: he, cncnmbcrcd with his satchel, still striving 
to outrun, and, to add to his speed, bending forward, thereby giving the requi- 
site ronndncss to the space between the shoulders ; she, too swift afoot for 
him, and overtaking him, and three or four strokes briskly and smartly laid on ; 
he, to avoid a further repetition, stopping and turning ; she looking bim stead- 
fast in the eye, and perceiving it required all the man in him to keep back tho 
tear ; not all the fruit in all the orchards of tho Ilesperides, and in their best 
bearing year, to compensate for the exultation of the little heart for the mo- 
ment. 

** Tho boys requested that the next day should bo theirs, and be called 
Mannen Dagh (Man's Day) ; but my masters were told, the law would thereby 
defeat its ovm very purpose, which was, that they should, at an age and in 
a way most likely never to foi^t it, receive tho lesson of manliness ; — ht li 
never to strike.'*— Quoted in DmihtB. 
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the most memorable events of its early stages. " Ilere the 
Provincial Congress met in 1765, and passed the famous Dec- 
laration of Eights. Hero the stamped paper had been de- 
stroyed, and the lieutenant-governor hung in effigy. The 
assembly had refused to provide quarters and provisions for 
such troops as England wished to march into the colony, 
and, on the arrival of a cargo of tea in 1773, the Sons of 
Liberty destroyed it. These and other like measures, when 
the crisis arrived, led to the early subjugation of the city, 
which, as the head-quarters of the British army, was under 
martial law. Many of the citizens fled, all the churches and 
schools were closed, and naught was heard save the accidents 
of war."' 

' DuDshee. 
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FROM THE REVOLUTION TO TUB ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 

FREE SCHOOL SOCIETY. 



Ciiy during the RcvolutioDary War. — Governor Clinton.— Act of 1795.— 
Rise of Benevolent Societies. — Edacationol Societies. — Manumissioo 
Society, 1783. —Female Associution, 1802. — Teachers* Association. — 
Common School Fond established. 

During tbe seven years that New York was the head- 
quarters of the British army, the schools and the college re- 
mained closed. The business of the city was annihilated, no 
Other portion of the country being so long and so complete- 
ly isolated and cut off from all commercial relations with the 
rest To add to the poverty and distress incidental to such a 
state of affairs, the two disastrous fires of July, 1776, and Au- 
gust, 1778, swept away a large part of the dwellings and 
stores, and there wdro neither means nor inducements to re- 
build them. The school history of the period is a complete 
blank. 

But the surrender of Cornwallis in 1781 assured the peo- 
ple that their redemption was at hand. Before the signing 
of the Treaty of Paris many of the inhabitants had already 
returned ; while four days previous to that event, and months 
before the evacuation of the city in November, 1783, the 
school of the Dutch Church was already opened. It had lost 
not only its distinctive language, but even its ancient name 
of "free" or "public" school, which was thenceforth ex- 
changed for the term " Charity School," received in common 
with all schools supported by the voluntary contributions of 
religious societies. 

Though the condition of education was one of the first 
subjects to claim and arrest public attention, no definite ac- 
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tiou was taken by the Legislature till 1795. Previous to 
this, the subject of public instruction had been frequenfly dis- 
cussed in the public journals, in the pulpits, and in popular 
assemblages, and its paramount importance to the future sta- 
bility and prosperity of the young republic felt and acknowl- 
edged. Under this growing interest, the leading schools 
had so far recovered from their previous prostration as to re- 
ceive commendatory notice from the governor in his annual 
message of 1792 : '' As the diffusion of knowledge is essen- 
tial to the promotion of virtue and the preservation of liber- 
ty, the flourishing condition of our seminaries of learning 
must prove highly satisfactory^ and they will, I am persua- 
ded, be among the first objects of your care and patronage, 
and receive, from time to time, such further aid and en- 
couragement as may be necessary for their increasing pros- 
perity." 

In 1795, he distinctly recommended the " establishment 
of Common Schools throughout the state," and, from his lan- 
guage, we may infer that the subject had already been intro- 
duced into the deliberations of the Legislature : " While it is 
evident that the general establishment and liberal endow- 
ment of academics are highly to bo commended, and are at- 
tended by the most beneficial consequences, yet it can not be 
denied that they arc principally confined to the children of 
the opulent, and that a great proportion of the community 
is excluded from their immediate advantages. The establish- 
ment of Common Schools throughout the state is happily 
calculated to remedy this inconvenience, and will, therefore, 
re-engage your early and decided consideration." 

Pursuant to this recommendation, the Legislature passed, 
April 9, 1795, "An Act for the encouragement of Schools," 
which appropriated $50,000 a year for five years, " for the 
purpose of encouraging and maintaining schools in the sever- 
al cities and towns in this state, in which the children of the 
inhabitants residing in this state shall be instructed in the 
English language, or be taught English grammar, arithmetic, 
mathematics, and such other branches of knowledge as are 
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most useful and necessary to complete a good English edu- 
cation.' 

Until toward the close of the eighteenth century, efforts 
for the establishment of systems of public instruction so as to 
benefit the masses of society by the blessings of education, 
had been chiefly the work of individuals. About this period, 
both in this country and in Great Britain, a memorable 
change took place in the nature and method of these efforts, 
and in the efficiency of the means adopted to render them 
successful Voluntary benevolent and philanthropic associa- 
tions were formed, having for their chief purpose the exten- 
sion of the knowledge of things human and divine among all 
classes of society. Sunday Schools, the work of which was 
at first necessarily directed in a great measure to the instruc- 
tion of neglected children in reading, sprung up and multi- 
plied about the close of the American War, and were soon 
introduced into the United States. At no previous period 
had religious and legislative bodies manifested so much of in- 
telligent interest in the advantages and necessity of furnish- 
ing at least an elementary education to the masses of the peo- 
ple. Bell and Lancaster were just entering upon the work 
that was to give so great, and wide spread, and permanent 
an impetus to the cause of popular instruction, by presenting 
a plan rendered practicable by its thorough organization, and 
the comparative smallness of the expenditure involved. Oth- 
er benevolent societies also, for the amelioration of the many 
evils of the social system, appeared in rapid succession. 

Among the earliest of these in this country was an associa- 
tion formed in this city as early as 1785, and soon after in- 
corporated by the Legislature for the purpose of "mitigating 
the evils of slavery, to defend the rights of the blacks, and 
especially to give them the elements of education." This or- 
ganization was known as the Manumission Society, and en- 
rolled among its members a considerable number of persons 
of the highest social standing in the community, including a 

' Got. George Clinton*! ^(cssngcs for 1792 nnd 179i», as quoted In the tal- 
uablo and comprehensive report of Superintendent Rice. 
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large representation of the Society of Friends. Goveraor 
Jay was its first President, and its first school was opened in 
1787 in ClifF Street, and numbered about one hundred pupila 
It seems to have been conducted on the plan usual in mixed, 
or ungraded schools, until after the introduction of the Lan- 
casterian sj'stem. There were then in the city about 4000 
colored persons, more than half of whom were returned as 
slaves by the census of 1805.' Several schools were estab- 
lished and maintained by this society, and subjected to fre- 
quent and vigilant inspection by its officers and members, 
the funds being supplied by voluntary contributions. The 
schools were continued, in a state of greater or less efficiency, 
through a period of about forty years, when, upon the solicita- 
tion of the Society itself, the Legislature of 1834 authorized 
the transfer of the schools and their considerable real estate 
to the Public School Society ; and these are now the Colored 
Schools of the Board of Education. 

In 1802 a school for white girls was opened by a Socie- 
ty known as the " Female Association for the relief of the 
Poor," which had been established some years previously, 
and consisted of benevolent ladies connected with the Society 
of Friends, popularly known as Quakers. " It was the orig- 
inal promoter of Free Schools in the city of New York," and 
so it extended its influence as at one time to have several 
large elementary schools under its direction and control, the 
last of which was extinguished in 1846 in consequence of 
their loss of further state and municipal aid. Besides the 
other permanent good wrought by this vigorous association 
during the half-century of its existence, it is definitely known 
and acknowledged that it was the success and advice of these 
ladies which induced a number of gentlemen, connected 
with them by domestic and social relations, to attempt the 
same kind offices for the neglected boys of the city, thus 
leading to the cstiblishment of the " Free School Society," 
which afterward became the Public School Society of the 
City of New York. 

* "WliitcP, 71,702 J free colored, 19C0; slavefs 2048. "— Cfe»«M e^ 1805. 



24 niSTOBY OF PUBLIC EDUCATIONS 

Private schools also had largely increased in numbers 
with the increasing population of the city/ At least as early 
as 1798 a Teachers' Association was in existence, its meet- 
ings being held at Federal Ilall every Saturday evening. 
The President for 1798 was Mr. John Woods, and for 1799, 
Mr. John Campbell' In 1805 there were in the city 141 
teachers, 106 of whom were males, and 35 females, including 
those of the Church schools, supported by the Dutch Beformed, 
Episcopal, Presbyterian, and Koman Catholic denominations, 
the last of these having the largest, numbering about 100 in 
attendance.* The schools of the Orphan Asylums' were not 
yet in existence ; the New York Orphan Asylum, the first 
established of these, and the oldest one in the United States 
not being organized till the following year, 1806.* 

This was the general condition of school affairs at the be* 
ginning of the new and important era of 1805, a year render- 
ed memorable in our local educational history by the law 
first establishing the Common School Fund of the State, and 
by the act of incorporation of the Free School Society of the 
City of New York. 

' '< There are man/ private schools, btit these are not generally under as 
good regulations as in Connecticnt and other New England States.** 



The pomiliiUon In 17SC wm 10,8S1. 
M u 1771 ^ 21,888. 

u u 1780 u 23^614. 



The pnpiilAtlon la 1791 wm SS,191. 

•• " 1605 ** T5,na. 
LQnjworth*§ IHrtetory /or IBW, 



• Directory 1708, 1790. » Ibid. 1806. 

* Tilts year is further marked by the first conrsc of scientific and popular 
lectures ever given in the city of New York. Tlicy were by Professor John 
Grisconi, and were well attended. 
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IV. 

ORIGIN AND ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FREE SCHOOL SOCIETY. 

180S. 

Free School Society. — Its Origin and Purpose. — Memorial of 1805. — Lengtby 

Title. — Lancaster. 

The Free School Society was founded in 1805. The re- 
sults that have flowed from the successive stages of its prog- 
ress have had so marked and lasting an influence on the 
condition of public instruction in the great city of the conti* 
nent, that the history of its origin and development contains 
much matter of permanent interest. From the humblest 
beginnings, it gradually extended the field and advanced the 
character of its operations, until in the direction of the edu* 
cational interests of the masses of a vast community, it held 
a trust such as probably never before was confided to a body 
of private citizens. 

The original purpose of the Society was strictly charitable. 
The one hundred and forty-one teachers of the city were all 
engaged in private schools, excepting the few who were em- 
ployed in the parochial charity schools of the several church- 
es, in those of the ^lanumission Society, and in the school for 
poor white girls which was supported by the Female Asso- 
ciation. There yet remained a large number of children not 
connected with any religious body and attending no school, 
their parents being either too poor or too indifferent to their" 
interests to afford them even the simplest rudiments of an 
education. The condition of these children, and the final ef- 
fects of their ignorance upon the community, had long been 
a subject of consideration among the philanthropic. 

The success of the school of the Female Association show- 
ed the feasibility of organizing a similar society on a broader 
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basis for the benefit of the neglected poor. An incidental con* 
versation between two or three individuals, one of them for 
many subsequent years the vice-president of the society,* led 
to the call of a private and informal meeting of citizens of in- 
fluence, and without respect to denominational lines, who 
would be likely to favor such an enterprise. Twelve attended, 
A committee was appointed to mature a plan and call a larger 
and more formal meeting, which, convening a few days later, 
passed a resolution to memorialize the Legislature for a char- 
ter. The memorial was signed by about one hundred citi- 
zens, whose high social position and influence, diversity of 
religious views and connections, and unanimity in philan- 
thropic effort, gave promise of wide usefulness to the pro- 
posed society. The memorialists urged the importance of 
their subject, " and the multiplied evils daily resulting from 
the neglected education of the children of the poor. They al- 
luded more particularly to that description of children who 
do not belong to, or are not provided for by any religious so- 
ciety, and who therefore do not partake of the advantages 
arising from the different charity schools established by the 
various religious societies in this city."* 

In response to the memorial, the Legislature promptly 
passed an act of incorporation on the 9th of April, 1805, 
the lengthy title of the Society defining at the same time its 
field of usefulness — ** The Society for Establishing a Free 
School in the City of New York, for the Education of such 
poor Children as do not belong to or are not provided for by 
any Religious Society." The list of names mentioned in the 
act begins with De Witt Clinton, and ends with Dr. Samuel 
L. Mitchell, and includes a representation of the best ele- 
ments of the old English, Dutch, and other families. The 
same instrument appointed thirteen trustees for the year 
1805, who elected Clinton president Besides those thus 
mentioned by name, the mayor, recorder, aldermen, and as- 
sistant aldermen were declared ex-officio members of the So- 
ciety, which was also open to any citizen upon liis subscri- 

^ John Morraj, Eaq. * Memorial, Feb. 25, ISOS. 
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bing and contributing eight dollars for the benefit of the 
Society. At an annual meeting in May a report was to be 
rendered by its thirteen trustees, and a new board elected. 

On the 5th of May, and immediately after their organiza- 
tion, the trustees published an address to their fellow-citizens^ 
setting forth the nature of their enterprise, and appealing " to 
the aflluent and charitable Christians of all denominations" 
for the necessary assistance. A full year was spent in rais- 
ing money enough to make a practical beginning by opening 
a school.' During the interval, a member of the society be- 
ing in England, had visited the school opened by Joseph Lan- 
caster in the Borough Road, near London, in 1801, and was so 
impressed with the advantages of Lancaster's plan for giving 
elementary instruction to large masses at a small expense, 
that he urged and procured its adoption in the new enter- 
prise. 

This famous system, then entirely new, was drawing great 
attention in England, and finally spread over a large part of 
Europe and this country. In the brief space of three or four 
years its claims had been so widely and so energetically ad- 
vocated, that thousands of intelligent men believed that a 
final and immediate remedy had been found for the evils of 
popular ignorance, and that the era of universal intelligence 
had begun." A plan by which it was claimed that five hun- 

' Tho original subscription-book, with the niinicsof tbc donore, tnajr be found 
in tbc arcbircfl of the Ilistorical Society. 

- TIio following extracts will show the extent of this delusion : De Witt 
Clinton, in n speech on opening the enlarged free school at New York, 1810; 
says : " I confess that I recognize in Lancsister the benefactor of the human 
race. I consider his system as crentinfr a new era in education, as a blessing 
sent down from heaven to redeem tho poor and distressed of this world from 
the power and dominion of ignorance. 

Agiiin, in his messngo as gorcrnor to the Lenislaturo of New York in 1818^ 
ho says : ** Having participated in the first establishment of the T^nea^terian 
System in this country; having carefully observed its progress and witnessed its 
l)enefits, I can confidently recommend it as nn invaluable improvement, which, 
by wonderful combination of economy in expense and rapidity of instmclion, 
has created a new era in education. Tlie system operates with the 
efficacy in education m labor-saving machinery does in the useful arta.** 
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dred or a thousand children could be profitably instructed 
under the care of a single teacher, with no assistance except 
what should be rendered by the children themselves, might 
well fill with hope all that wished well to their race. 

President Kott, in an address to tbo students of Union College, Jnlj ll| 
1811, exclaims: '* Where is Lancaster, who has introduced, and is introduc- 
ing a new era in education ?'* etc. John Adams writes to a friend in Cam- 
bridge, *' I bare heard friend Lancaster with pleasure ; be is sn excellent 
scholastic and academic disciplinarian. I was really delighted and enlighten* 
cd by that lecture." — From liamant$ Am. Jwimai^ 1S61. 
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V. 

FREE SCHOOL SOCIETT. 

180G-1824. 

First School.— Its Removals.— New Charter, 1803.— No. 2.— Effects of the 
War. — No. 3. — Apprentices. — Mr. Ptcton, of Na 4. — Arriral of Lancas- 
ter. — Separate Departments for Sexes. — ManoaL— First Vacation. — Con- 
troversy with Baptists and others. — No. 5. — Pupils net restricted to speeial 
Districts. 

The Society took prompt measures to put tbo new plan 
into operation. " Happily a teacher* who had already adopted 
it with success, and who in other respects was well qualified 
for the undertaking, was found. Under his superintendence! 
therefore, the school was first opened on the 17th of May, 
1806, in a small apartment (in the old Mission Ilouse) in 
Bancker Street — now Madison Street — near Pearl. Its ap- 
pearance was in every respect as humble as were the unhap- 
py objects whose improvement in it was contemplated."* 

The school was at once a success. The little room was 
soon overcrowded, its numbers reaching sixty-seven. A new 
enterprise, and in such energetic and benevolent hands, it 
wanted neither visitors nor friends. Contributions in money, 
cloth, stockings, shoes, and hats were freely given for the 
physical comfort of the needy pupils, and Colonel Henry 
Kutgers, afterward the second President of the Society, do- 
nated a valuable lot of ground in Henry Street as a site for 
the school-house. 

" Having, however, fully ascertained that an entire reli- 
ance on the benevolence of individuals for the support of the 

' Mr. WiUiam Smith. 

* *« An Accoant of the New York Free School,*' published bj CoUlof 4 Per- 
kins, 1807. 
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institution would not place the funds in a condition to meet 
the expenses which must necessarily arise, the trustees nat- 
urally turned their attention to those sources whence ade- 
quate assistance could alone be expected. The Corporation, 
as guardians of the city^ and especially of that part of it which 
the views of this society particularly embrace, were early ad- 
dressed with a memorial soliciting their assistance. In con- 
sequence of this representation, a committee from that body 
visited the school, who appeared fully convinced of the use- 
fulness of the establishment ; and the result was an appropria- 
tion of the workshop adjacent to the almshouse for the tem- 
porary accommodation of the school, and the sum of five 
hundred dollars toward putting it in repair; the Society 
agreeing to receive and educate fifty children from the alms- 
house.'" 

In April, 1807, the school was removed to the new quar- 
ters, its number soon increasing to one hundred and fifty, in- 
cluding the fifty pauper children, the limit of accommodation 
being about two hundred. Application for assistance was 
meanwhile made to the Legislature, resulting in a grant of 
four thousand dollars toward erecting a building and an ad- 
ditional thousand dollars each year, all from the excise funds 
of the city, " until aid could be regularly afibrded from the 
interest of the School Fund of the state.'" 

In a very short time the new quarters also became too 
strait for the expanding school, and suflicient funds for a new 
building of proper size not having yet been accumulated, the 
Society again applied to the Corporation for assistance, and 
received the liberal gift of the building known as the " Old 
Arsenal," conveniently situated on Chambers Street and Try- 
on Bow. The property was valued at ten thousand dollars, 
and was accompanied by the sum of fifteen hundred dollars 
in money, to assist in preparing the building for a school. 
The condition attending this liberal grant was that the Soeie* 
ty should educate all the children of the almshouse. Exten- 

' Second Annnal Report; M«y 4, 1807. 

* Report of the Legislative Committee, Mr. Clinton, chaSnnaK. 
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sivc changes were made in the building, costing about $13,000, 
and providing not only a school-room for five hundred pu- 
pils, but also apartments for the use of the Board and for the 
teacher's family. 

AVhilc these changes were in progress, the Society had 
again applied to the Legislature for an extension of their pow- 
ers, and a new charter, granted in April, 1808, changed their 
title from " the Society for Establishing a Free School," to 
" the Free School Society of the City of New York." In De- 
cember, 1809, the new school building, long known as No. 1, 
was opened with interesting ceremonies, the President^ Mr. 
Clinton, delivering an appropriate addresa 

•A site having already been provided by the munificence 
of Colonel Rutgers, the Society again raised some $13,000 
by subscription from the citizens, and on the 13th of Novem- 
ber, 1811, school-house No. 2 was opened, having cost about 
$11,000. The same year the Society received a donation 
from the Corporation of Trinity Church of several lots on 
Christopher Street, and a further grant of $4000 from the Leg- 
islature, with an annuity of $500 during its pleasure, the num- 
ber of trustees being at the same time increased to nineteen. 

The war with Great Britain, 1812-'15, greatly interfered 
with the prosperity and growth of the city, and the Society, 
while contriving to keep open its schools, was not able to 
increase their number. In 1815, $3708.14 was oppor- 
tunely received, being the quota of the School Fund under 
its first apportionment With the return of prosperity, and 
the vast increase of immigration after the war, the operations 
of the Society began again to expand. Among other meas- 
ures, and in order to secure the utmost efficiency in the inter- 
nal management of their schools, a committee was appointed 
to obtain from England, and through the agency of the British 
and Foreign School Society — the very centre and fountain- 
head of improved Lancasterianism — a person completely com- 
petent to teach the system in its most perfect form. A sal- 
ary of eight hundred dollars was offered, together with the ex- 
penses of the passage. 
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Some months before the arrival of the expected model 
teacheri Mr. Shepard Johnson, a young man who had re- 
ceived his entire education in the schools of the Society, and 
had passed through the successive stages of monitorship with 
great credit, was sent to Philadelphia at the expense of the 
Society to inspect the results of the monitorial system in that 
city, into which it had been introduced soon after the first 
experiments in New York. Upon his return he was ap- 
pointed to take charge of School No. 3, which was first open- 
ed in May, 1818, in a public building on the corner of Amos 
and Hudson Streets, the use of certain rooms having been 
granted by the Corporation. Mr. Johnson was the first of 
the thousands of teachers who have been educated in the 
public schools of the city, and continued for many years in 
the employ of the Society, and was of great service not only 
in his own school, but in assisting and directing at the or- 
ganization of other new schools intrusted to parties of less ex- 
perience. 

So well satisfied were the trustees with the results in Mr. 
Johnson's case, that about the time of his appointment in 
1818, they introduced a plan for the regular training of fu- 
ture teachers, it being a peculiar feature of the system to have 
but one teacher to each department, however large. Three 
of the most promising lads, one for each school, were selected 
from the monitors-general and apprenticed to the Society. 
They were to be boarded and clothed, to reside, if possible, 
with their principals, and at the end of three years' satisfactory 
service were to receive one hundred dollars each. The ex- 
periment was never renewed, it being supposed that as good 
results to the system could be attained in another way. The 
expense, about two hundred dollars each per year, was thought 
so great that means were found to terminate the engagements, 
and monitors-general were supplied at the rate of fifty cents a 
week.* 

In 1818, Mr. Charles Picton, the expected teacher, arrived 

' One of these three lads is still connected with the citj schools, being the 
Principal of a highlj-succcssful Ward School in the upper part of the citj. 
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from England, bringing with him a supply of slates and 
books, and other school material, for the use of the Society. 
Ue was appointed to take charge of a new school, Na 4, then 
in process of erection in Kivington Street, and which was 
opened on the 1st of May, 1819, Mr. Picton being employed | 

in the interval by permission of the Board, and at the same 
salary, in reorganizing, on the Lancastcrian system, the paro- 
chial school of St. Peter's Church in Barclay Street 

No. 4 was the first school-house specially constructed with 
separate departments for boys and girls.* No. 1 had no girls* 
they being taught by the Female Association. No. 2 had a few 
girls, but in 1818 it was stated in a hand-bill circulated in that 
neighborhood by order of the Society that the teacher was 
forbidden to admit any more, those already enrolled being 
transferred to the schools of the Female Association as fast as 
boys, who were specially invited, could be found to take the 
vacated places. On the organization of No. 3 in its tempo- 
rary quarters, it was found impossible to exclude the girls en- 
tirely, as the Female Association had no school in that vicin- 
ity. They had no separate department till the completion of 
the new building on the corner of Grove and Hudson Streets, 
in 1821. In No. 4, Mrs. Picton was appointed teacher of the 
Female Department, at a salary of three hundred dollars, her 
husband receiving eight hundred dollars for the Boys' Depart- 
ment, with two hundred dollars additional for house-rent, the 
teachers of the other schools living in the school buildings. 
In order to obtain the greatest possible benefit from his train- 
ing and experience, Mr. Picton, of whom great things were ev- 
idently expected, was entirely emancipated from the by-laws 

' In the Minutes of the Trustees for 1820, No. 4 is referred to as **the onl/ 
school having an exclusively girls* dcpartnient ;** and the gentlemen being evi- 
dently puKzled with so delicate a novelty, the ladies of the Female Association 
were solicited to appoint n committee for an occasional visit of insiicction, and 
to report ; but they declined **for want of time,** but more probably because 
this new department was an incursion into their own special field, which had 
hitherto steadily expanded. Commencing with a mere handful, in 1817 they 
had three schools and 400 girls; in 1810, GOO «* little girls;*' and in 1820, 700 
girls ; the register of the Free Schools being at the same date 2i>89, of whom 
by far the greater part were boys. 

c 
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and Manual, and directed *' to conduct Lis scbool in any way be 
thought fit until further orders from the trustees." 

In December, 1818, Mr. Lancaster himself arrived in New 
York, being on a visit to the cities of America for the purpose 
of advocating the advantages of his system, which be found 
already established, not only in the schools of the Free School 
Society, but also in those of the Manumission Society, the Fe- 
male Association, and in the Dutch Reformed, Catholic, and 
some other parochial schools. lie met with a warm welcome 
from De Witt Clinton and other prominent citizens, and his 
lectures, given in one of the school-rooms of the Society, were 
well attended, and did much to strengthen the hands of the 
friends of public instruction. A new energy seems to have 
been infused into the Society itself. The teachers were direct- 
ed to compile a new manual of the system as practiced in the 
schools, in which work they were assisted by the teachers of 
the Manumission Society.' It was published in 1820, and was 
accompanied with a historical sketch. 

The plan of separate departments for the sexes was carried 
out, small libraries, consisting chiefly of works on history, 
voyages, and travels were introduced into each school, and 
an address to parents was widely circulated, urgently solicit- 
ing their assistance in securing the regular attendance of their 
children both at the schools of the Society and at the various 
Sabbath Schools, and abounding with advice as to their relig- 
ious, moral, and sanitary training, and the effects of parental 
example. At the same time the Board memorialized the 
Legislature for assistance in finishing the new school build- 
ing. No. 4, laying great stress upon the effects of the rapid 
immigration which had again set in from Europe, consisting, 
to a great extent, of those whose means did not enable them 
to pay for the education of their children.* The annual ex- 

' Kach of t1)o compilcn was rcmuncrntcd with * gift of twcnty-fiTC copies of 
the Manual, which, as tho minutes of the Society itself soon pronounce the 
hook unsalable even at 75 cents, was rather light pay for the cmhodiment of 
so much of personal experience and labor. 

*Thcy asked for $10,000, but received only $5000; but their funds were 
further increased by an act in relation to locterics, directing that the $500 to 
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aminations, which up to this time had been simultaneously 
conducted in all the schools, were now changed into a more 
formal visit of the whole Board, with their invited guests, to 
each school in succession, with a systematic record of the re- 
sults in the minutes. The citizens generally were also invited 
to visit and inspect the schools, and an invitation was extend- 
ed to all who were disposed to do so to come in and " learn 
the system" with a view to teaching it elsewhere. 

In August, 1820, at the united request of the teachers, the 
first vacation, extending through three weeks, was granted, 
and continued to be given annually by resolution for several 
years before becoming an established part of the by-laws. 

The year 1821 was marked by no event of importance, 
except the opening of the new school-house No. 3, and an 
earnest though unsuccessful effort for a law levying a speciaP 
tax upon the city and county, and raising $5000 a year for 
ten years, for the purpose of building five additional school- 
houses.' The next year, however, is rendered memorable in 
the history of public education in this city, by the opening of 
the first serious controversy in regard to the distribution of 
the school money to religious sectarian schools, a settlement 
not being effected till after much excitement and the lapse of 
two or three years.* An important step in increasing the 
direct influence exerted by the trustees upon the eflSciency of 
the several schools was also taken, in the a.ssignment of each 
member of the Board to one of five " sections," one for each 
school-house, No. 5, in Mott Street, having been opened on 
the 28th of October ; and, girls being now admitted in both 

he paid for each license, together wnth aH fines incurred, should be cqnallj di- 
vided between the Free School Society and the new Affylum for Deaf Mutes, 
which had begun with four pupils in 181 7. Four lotteries gave the free schoob 
$1000 the first year, and tliey had $1500 additional from the excise. 

' Tlie city contained at this time about 130,000 inhnbitantJk Its real estate 
was a^scftscd at $.>0,(i 19,720, and its personal property at $I7,CGG,350: total, 
$G8,28G,070. Total taxes for 1821 were $299,225. It was profiosed to add 
one-sixtieth to this amount. 

' This will be considered more at length in tlie section on tlio Religious 
Question. 
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No. 1 and Na 2, fivo committees of ladies were nominatedy 
and invited to inspeet the several schools at their discretion, 
and to furnish a quarterly report to the Board of Trustees on 
such points and with such suggestions as they might think 
proper, the sections themselves also reporting quarterly to 
the general Board. For some reason which does not appear 
in the records of the Society, the plan of securing the assist- 
ance and counsel of the ladies does not seem to have been 
successful. The Board also appointed a special committee 
of their own body, to correspond with parties in the United 
States and in Europe, to gather information in regard to ele- 
mentary instruction, and especially in relation to the means 
found most effectual in reaching the children of the poor. 

An important proposition for dividing the city into school 
districts was also reported upon and then debated, it being 
the intention of the advocates of the measure to establish 
definite boundary-lines, restricting the attendance of the pu- 
pils to the school-houses situated in their respective districts. 
The final decision was adverse to the proposition, the uni- 
form policy of the Board being to locate new schools so as 
best to accommodate the steadily increasing population. 
The result of this policy is still to be seen in the present or- 
ganization of the schools of the city, there being neither ward 
nor district lines for pupils, every school being open to all 
citizens, whether residing at the Battery or at Kingsbridge. 
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No. G. — Improvement in Clinractcr of Attendance. — Visit of La Fayette— 
Iktbcl Baptist Church. — Proposition to introduce '*Pay ScholanL** — San- 
guine Anticipations as to the Results. 

In 1824, the Almshouse having been previously removed 
to Bcllcvuc, the Common Council invited the Society to re- 
sume at that place its care of the pauper children, and a new 
school, No. 6, was opened, being the same that is nov\r loca- 
ted on Bandall's Island. 

Several circumstances conspired at this time, with all 
these active measures, to elevate the general standing of the 
several schools of the Society, and to render them more truly 
the schools of the people. The withdrawal of the large num- 
ber of pauper children from No. 1 had removed the natural 
objection felt by many parents as to sending their children 
to the same school, and the vacated seats were soon filled 
with a better class of pupils. The same was particularly the 
case with No. 2, to which a teacher, who had just previous- 
ly taught a large and successful private school in the same 
vicinity, was about this time appointed, leading to the intro- 
duction of many of the children of his former patronsL Na 
3, in its new building, and under the ciHcient management 
of Mr. Johnson, was highly popular; No. 4 was in charge of 
a gentleman whose special training and association with the 
fountain-head of Lancasterianism gave him the advantages 
of a high reputation ; No, 5 had been intrusted to a teacher* 
whose powers of organization and firm yet gentle character, 

> Mr. Joseph Belden. 
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and skill in teaching penmanship, soon made him one of the 
most popular of teachers ; while his brother/ who had been 
educated to the medical .profession, in a spirit of true, self- 
devoting philanthropy, and for a trifling salary, took charge 
of and lived with the neglected little ones of the city's charge 
at Bellcvue, Na 6, having first " learned the system " for 
that purpose with Mr. Johnson in No. 8. 

The exciting controversy with the Bethel Baptist Church 
and several other Protestant organizations that conjointly 
sought the distribution of the school money to sectarian 
schools, had also done much to attract public attention and 
sympathy to the schools of the Society.* This was still fur- 
ther developed in a skillful and somewhat dramatic way on 
the occasion of the visit of La Faj^ettc in 1824. In October 
of that year, after visiting, in company with state and city 
officials and other distinguished citizens, the school No. S, 
where, besides being presented with a certificate of member- 
ship of the Society, he was addressed by one of the pupils in 
behalf of the five hundred boys and two hundred girls there 
assembled, and listened to a poetic address by a class of girls 
in concert, the illustrious visitor at 2 P.M., and in the presence 
of an immense and delighted multitude, reviewed the chil- 
dren of all the schools of the Society, assembled, to the num- 
ber of three thousand or more, in the City Ilall Park, officer- 
ed by their teachers and monitors, and bearing banners with 
appropriate inscriptions, conspicuous among which was ono 
proclaiming " Education the Basis of Free Government"* 

The popularity and manifest progress of the schools, and 
the principles developed in the discussions incidental to the 
controversy already alluded to, together with a proposition 
received "from a number of middle-class citizens" to be al- 

* Dr. Clinrlcs Bcldcn, who died, after two jeari* service, Aug. 5, 1825. 

* Sec section on the Re1i(;ious Qncstions. 

' A swoct little girl recited an appropriate and touching poetic address, oon- 
vcjing, in the name of the children of America, their gratitude to this friend 
and associate of Washington, and ended bj gently laying a beautiful floral and 
laurel wreath on the revered head of the nation's guest. The grave and affee- 
tiunate kiss bestowed in rcsiwnsc on the little spokeswoman touched all hearts 
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lowed to send their children as pupils " for pay," seem about 
this time to have suggested to the trustees the expediency 
and feasibility of essentially changing the character of their or- 
ganization. The grand idea of education as a right was not 
yet developed except in the minds of a few isolated individ- 
uals. To have their children educated without direct pay- 
ment was by very many felt to be closely akin to acknowl- 
edging themselves paupers ; a notion traces of which, absurd 
as we know it to be in the present condition of things, still 
linger in some benighted minds that can not keep pace with 
the grand march of modem democratic ideasi 

The Society began to consider the possibility and propri- 
ety of converting their schools, excepting No. 6, into pay 
schools, so as to conciliate and attract those who were not 
willing to accept gratuitous instruction for their children, 
placing the rates so low that none need be debarred, at the 
same time retaining their original plan of " no pay " from 
those whose circumstances did not permit any contribution 
whatever. An extensive correspondence with schools abroad 
was immediately opened, and a great amount of testimony 
collected, setting forth the excellent results which had arisen 
from such an arrangement* 

A study of this period in the history of the Society is of 
importance, as the irrevocable steps which were finally taken 
led, however reluctantly, yet by an unavoidable necessity, 
through their unexpected results, to broader and juster views 
of the wants, and rights, and mutual relations of all classes 
of society in the matter of education. The results of the 
Bethel Church controversy had thrown all the school money 

' The Irish Schools for the Poor, conducted on the Lancasterian plan, were 
in great part supported by the payment of a penny a week, and similar results 
were reported from the British and Foreign School Society. The schools of 
the Female Association had long been successfully conducted on the same 
principle by collecting from each ])upil one or two cents a week, and it had 
only been abandoned from the fear of losing, in consequence, their portion of 
the School Fund. Tlie largest school of the Manumission Society also, in the 
same way, had once been nearly able to pay the teacher's salary. — Mhutei^ 3d 
of March, 1825. 
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into their hands excepting what was paid to tbo ^' Mechanics' 
Society, the Orphan Asylum Society, and the Trustees of the 
African Schools." They had also caused a school census of 
the city to be taken, and reported about four hundred pay 
schools of all grades, most of them small and misembly con- 
ducted, and held in poorly -lighted and badly- ventilated apart- 
ments, the expense per scholar being several times as much 
as in the Free Schools. They therefore felt certain that, by 
revising and. greatly extending their course of study, and at 
tlic same time asking a small amount of pay for instruction, 
they would secure the patronage and personal interest of a 
large part of the important class of citizens who supported 
these private schools^ As a part of the plan, it was pro- 
posed to consolidate the schools of the Free School Society, 
the Manumission Society, and those of the Female Associa- 
tion, under one organization, which should be known as the 
"Public School Society," and receive the entire amount of 
the school money, and pay over to the Orphan Asylum and 
the Mechanics' Society schools their usual amount per pupil. 
Among the beneficial results anticipated from the scheme 
they especially enumerate " a more truly democratic principle 
in the schools, where the rich and the poor should meet to- 
gether;" "a more general attention to the subject of educa- 
tion by the citizens ; harmony among religious sects ; that 
all citizens would contribute, and be entitled to the benefits ; 
a great increase in the amount expended for public instruction, 
and a greater economy secured by having the disbursements 
all made through the same channel ;' a uniform system in all 
elementary schools, and therefore no loss by removals to oth- 
er parts of the city," and more especially, " the cultivation of 
a proper feeling of independence among the poor and labor- 
ing classes." 

' They anticipated a favornblo balance of $10,500 even tlie first year.-— 
Minvtetf 8(1 of March, 182&. 
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VIL I 

PUBLIC SCHOOL SOCIETY. 

1830-1837. 

Third Charter, and new Title— SchooU become I'ay Schools.— Prcparntions 
for great Increase of Attendance. — No. 7. — No. 8. — No. 9. — Establish- 
ment of Executive Committee. — Great Extention of Course of Study. — 
Central Schocd.— Application for AssistanU refused. 

In furtherance of these views, an application was made 
to the Legislature for another alteration of their charter, 
and in January, 1826, they were authorized, under the title 
of The Public School Society, to receive pupils at low 
rates of payment, from twenty-five cents to two dollars per 
quarter — according to the subjects of study pursued. The 
act added fifty members to the Board of Trustees, and the 1 

premium of membership, which had been raised to fifty dol- 
lars in 1810, was reduced to ten dollars, so as to greatly en- 
large the Society itself, and induce a more general participa- 
tion of the citizens in school affairs, and at the same time to ! '■ 
give more facility in filling the increased Board. 

More school buildings were at once provided, so as to ac- 
commodate the expected influx of the new and popular ele- 
ment The new law went into operation on the 1st of May, 
1826 ; the same day a new building was opened in Chrystie 
Street, and organized as No. 7, a site for another, to be known 
as No. 8, having been purchased a few days previously in 
Grand Street: this building was pushed with such energy 
that on the 1st of November it was opened for the admission 
of pupils ; two additional sites were also procured in Woos- 
tcr and Duane Streets. A few weeks previous to the change 
of the title of the Society, a school situated in a rural district 
of the island, and known as the Bloomingdale School, was 
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transferred to their care, and also on the 1st of May was 
opened as No. 9. This school was accepted somewhat unwil- 
lingly, as its limited numbers/ and the character of its loca- 
tion, indicated that it would long continue small, and pecun- 
iarily unprofitable. It had been opened, and for years chiefly 
sustained by public-spirited and charitable residents of the 
vicinity, and had passed, by a natural process, to the care of 
a neighboring church, St. MichacPs Protestant Episcopal. 
The ordinance of the Common Council in 1825* had deprived 
it of all the public aid it had hitherto received, the funds be- 
ing transferred to the Public School Society. For some 
months it had only been kept from disbanding by the gen- 
erous efforts of a young collegian, who voluntarily devoted 
to it all his spare time. 

A change of the highest order of importance was now 
made in the general management of the affairs of the Board 
in the appointment of an Executive Committee, consisting of 
five trustees elected by ballot, together with the President, 
Vice-president, Secretary, and Treasurer, and the chairman of 
each of the several local sections, " with power to appoint 
teachers and take general charge during the recess of the 
Board of Trustees." This compact and energetic body, com- 
posed of gentlemen of experience, and representing all inter- 
ests, soon became the right hand and working power of the 
Board, its decisions and reports seldom failing to receive the 
prompt approval of that body. 

In the internal affairs of the schools also, changes quite as 
important took place. The pay system was introduced as 
provided by law, and extensive additions made to the course 
of study. Up to this period the subjects taught bad been 
simply reading, spelling, writing, mostly on slates, and the 
simple elements of arithmetic; a few only of the more ad- 
vanced pupils being reported as having entered reduction, 
rule of three, and, finally, " practice," which seems to have the 
extreme limit in this branch. To these were now added, after 
due consultation between the teachers and a special commit* 

> 26 boys and 22 girls. * Sco Religions Qncstbn. 
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tee, a higher class of reading-books, the more advanced rules 
of Arithmetic, Mensuration, Geography, with the use of maps 
and globes, English Grammar, History, Book-keeping, Astron* 
omy, and Rhetoric* 

Another evidence of new and enlarged views was the ap- 
pointment of a committee of three, to consider the propriety 
of establishing a " Central School for the instruction of tutors 
and monitors, and for the promotion from the general schools 
of pupils deserving distinction." A special meeting to hear 
their report was held on the 6th of October, 1826, and, after 
long and full discussion, the plan as presented was adopted, 
by a vote of sixteen ayes to thirteen nays. Only a brief out- 
line of this report can be given. They assert the great and 
permanent importance of the subject; that the necessity for 
such schools was generally acknowledged by intelligent men, 
and that the Legislatures of New York and Massachusetts 
have recently had the matter under consideration ; that a suit- 
able building was wanted to accommodate at least four hun- 
dred students, and furnish proper rooms for the meetings of 
the trustees and the Society; " the course of study should be 
eminently practical, and should therefore involve a due pro- 
portion of Natural Philosophy, Practical Mathematics, Mer- 
cantile Arithmetic, Book-keeping, and the elements of Geology 
and Chemistry ;" that the institution should be " conducted 
throughout on the monitorial system* in order to be expedi- 
tious as to results ;" it would furnish at least one hundred 
teachers a year for the city and state ; and, finally, that its ef- 
fect upon the " general schools " would be highly beneficial 
if they were made the sole avenue to the Central School. 

' The list of books recommended bj the committee inclndcd, for the seventh 
class, Scripture Lessons and Moral Monitor; the eighth class, Murray's Intro- 
duction, English Header, and Ncvr York Kcadcr No. 8 ; for the ninth and 
highest class, Mnrrar*s Sequel, Power of Religion, Historical Reader, Willet's 
Arithmetic, Day*s Tables, Hart's Geography, 2d Book and Atlas, Tanner*s 
^faps, Goold Brown*s Grammars, Tytler*s History, Rennet's Book-keeping, 
Hawney*s Alensuration, Blair's Rhetoric, and Alvah Clark'a Astronomy. — J/iin 

* The term Lancastcrian henceforth disappears from the minutes. 
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A memorial to the Legislature,* asking for funds to carry 
out the new project^ was ordered from the same committee, 
who were directed to report at the next regular meeting. 

Applications having been made for appointments as as* 
sistants in several schools, the Executive Committee reported 
strongly against the measure, as *^ abandoning the principle 
of the beautiful system" from which they had so long de*. 
rived excellent results, and " they hoped to meet the real re- 
quirements of the schools by good paid monitors," of whom 
they anticipated a ^' full supply from the better class of chil- 
dren who are entering the schools." A report as to the ex- 
pediency of appointing a " General Superintendent or Ex- 
ecutive Oilicer" was also in the negative, and both reports 
were adopted by the Board. 

' Tliis portion of the original minutes conclmlcs with a significant line : 
"2(.B.— This report is not meant for the Publiei*' 
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Failure of Pay System. — Disastrous Results. — Caste. — Reports of Coroinittce of 
Invcstigntion. — First Result. — Poor American Citizens will not be coQ.«td« 
crcU Paupers. — Second Result. — Failure of the Onc-teachcr System of 
. Lancaster. — Permanent paid ^lonitors-generaL 

All these high expectations were to be sadly disappoint* 
ed, and the plans from which such advantages were antici- 
* pated, to result only in disaster. An alarming condition of 
things was beginning to develop itself, and threatened to 
strike from under the Society the very basis of its existence 
— the popularity of their schools, and the moral support of 
the people. In their comprehensive scheme they had made 
two serious miscalculations, each of which was to teach a les- 
son never to be forgotten. 

Complaints first begun to come in from teachers and sec- 
tions as to unexpected difliculties in collecting the tuition fees, 
small as these were. Some, having never before paid, were 
not now disposed to do so, and withdrew their children upon 
being solicited to give the smallest direct contribution to the 
support of the schools; many others insisted that^ as the 
schools derived money from the School Fund of the state, 
the Society could have no right to enforce further payment 
from individuals ; that is, they would not pay twice. Though 
some came in from the private schools, yet their number 
was far less than was anticipated, and the general attendance 
rapidly diminished. Out of the shrunken register* of 4654 

' A previous report, Aufrust 1, 1825, gave a register of 5919; on the Ist of 
May, 182G, the ircry day the new law went into operation, it had already 
shrtinic to 4654. 
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pupils, no less than 1690 were on the free list; while of tbe 
2874 who were nominally pay pupils, a large part of the par- 
ents paid only one or two quarters at the most, so that their 
children should be known among their schoolmates as ''pay 
scholars," and thereafter evaded all further demands As 
the teachers were the agents for the collection of the money, 
and were held in some sort responsible for their proportion- 
ate amount, they were more or less urgent in their efforts to 
swell the income of the Society, and unpleasant altercations 
with parents, leading to the withdrawal of pupils, of course 
resulted/ 

A far more serious evil, and one fraught with most dis- 
astrous consequences, was the caste spirit at once introduced 
into the schools, and gathering strength from day to day 
with the efforts made to collect the money. Children who 
jxiid looked down upon those who did not or could not * 
Each school divided itself into two classes; the pride and as- 
sumption of the one, and the mortification and indignation of 
the other, intensified as both were by the keen sensibilities 
and imaginative temperament of childhood, being a fruitful 
source of disturbance of discipline and harmony in school, 
and of wrathful and disparaging comment by the sympathetic 
parents and friends at home. The Roman Catholic, the 
Episcopal, Methodist, and other churches opened wide the 
doors of their free schools to the dissatisfied of the one class, 
and, by establishing cheap pay schools, drew off large num- 
bers of the other. 

Tlie carefully-selected committee of investigation, to whom 

this alarming state of affairs was referred, in a report which 

' they promptly rendered to a full meeting of the Board, give 

evidence not only of a conflict of opinion among themselves, 

\ but of a reluctance on the part of some of its members to ac- 

^ cept the first great lesson of the occasion. In presenting their 

views of the cause of the failure of their plan, it is painful to 

' CompnratiTO sth^emcnts of tho nmounts collected in the different schools 
nppcAr in the minutes, and roust have been felt, in some cases, as reflecting 
u]x>n the teacher. 
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find, as the very first point in their report, a curt and bitter 
allusion to the existence in the community of " a large class 
of persons who are poor^ and yet too proud to con/ess it." They 
had yet to realize that it was the legitimate outgrowth and 
evidence of that free and healthful democratic spirit that, 
even in the poorest of our citizens, refuses to accept an in- 
ferior social position for themselves or their children on ac- 
count of their poverty, and which causes every man and 
every woman, whatever their previous disadvantages, and 
come from whatever land of caste and tyranny they maj^ to 
stand erect as American citizens, and demand, as their " in- 
alienable right," a recognition of their possession of every 
attribute and characteristic of a full and equal manhood. It 
was but a form of that spirit of freedom which instinctively 
refuses to accord special social rights or consideration to mere 
wealth or the accidents of birth, and which realizes that, in 
our system of society, the children of those who are the rich 
to-day may be as poor as the poorest to-morrow ; and that 
the little one on the fiither's knee, though supported and ca- 
•resscd by hands stained and hardened with honest toil, may 
some day be counted among those whom their country hon- 
ors with its most sacred trusts, or enshrines in its most grate* 
ful memories. 

Another and juster train of thought is manifest in a con- 
cluding part of their report, and a principle is stated that 
went to the root of the matter, and became, after a year or 
two of delay, the fundamental idea of their organization, and 
the living source of their expansion and progress: "YouF\ 
committee believe that the only true and legitimate system 
of our Public Schools would bo to open our doors to aU 
classes of our citizens free of any expense, and that all de- 
ficiencies should be defmyed by a public tax." 

The second lesson derived from their experience, and one 
w^hich they were slow to acknowledge, was a revelation of a 
radical weakness in the machinery of the monitorial system, 
at least in the form which it had so long presented in New 
York. So long as reading, writing, and the simpler rules of 
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arithmetic constituted the whole course of study, with proper 
energy and vigilance in their single teacher, a wcbole depart- 
ment might be carried on in a mechanical way, and a certain 
sort of result obtained. But as soon as more advanced 
studies were introduced, involving a higher mental discipline, 
and demanding something more than mechanical ability in 
the teacher, and ability to read from the monitor, the system 
at once broke down. 

It seems incredible too, that gentlemen of so much experi- 
ence could have thought it possible for one man or one wom- 
an to superintend all the various old grades from the alpha- 
bet to the highest — receive and confer with the trustees, par- 
ents, and other visitors to a school sometimes numbering five 
hundred pupils— collect, receipt for, and pay over the many 
small sums demanded — keep the usual minute record of the 
pupils' names, ages, promotions, and the occupation and resi- 
dence of their parents — look after the absentees — maintain in 
the department that peculiar discipline the very foundation of 
which was undivided attention and unremitting vigilance — 
and at the same time take up and teach the new studies of* 
geography, astronomy, grammar, history, and book-keeping; 
and, besides so heavy a drain on the energies of any one 
who should attempt to carry out such a programme, lo re- 
quire that the best half of Saturday should be added to the 
full five days previously required, and all without any addi- 
tional compensation. 

It needed no prophet to predict the result For these 
higher studies, necessarily demanding so largo a part of the 
teacher's time, and forcing him to neglect a large part of his 
school, the charge was two dollars a quarter. The first 
quarter 107 paid ; the next, 78 ; the third, only 13 ; the total 
income from this source, from which so much had been ex- 
pected, being only $318, while the outlay for maps and globes 
alone was at least $800, besides other new expenses. 

Besides the statement of the important principle already 
referred to, and \/hich is first and prominent in their list of 
remedies, the committee recommended certain modifications 
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which they hoped would restore things to a satisfactory con- 
dition. Both the monitorial and the pay system wero retain- 
ed, the charges being reduced to one-half — only the old "stud- 
ies were to be pursued except as a reward of merit ;" Satur- 
day should be again a holiday, and teachers should receive a 
special allowance for all over a certain number. 

In regard to the " Central School " the times were eviden^ 
ly not propitious, and their committee asked to be discharged, 
" not being ready to report," while the question as to a su- 
perintendent is not further heard of. 

Although reporting against the employment of assistant 
teachers, the Executive Committee acknowledged the neces- 
sity of more efficient and regular help than had heretofore 
been given by the casual monitors paid by the week, and 
asked for and obtained the power to appoint two permanent 
paid monitors to each department ;* and although these were 
only advanced pupils from thirteen to fifteen years of age 
already trained in the various duties of monitorship, they 
soon became, notwithstanding* their title, to all intents and 
purposes, assistants; the chief oversight and management of 
the monitorial part of the department falling, in a few years, 
into their hands, and allowing the principal to perform for 
the advanced classes the ordinary duties of a teacher. 

' Tu'O boys, combined salarico, $300 ; two girl^ combined galaiics, $200. 
This WAS the maximvm. The usual mil.iry for the first year was $2o. 
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IX. 

PUBLIC SCHOOL SOCIETT. 

182S-1830. 

Infant School Society. — Junior Department in No. 8. — Infant Department in 
Xa 10. — Coinparisioa of tho two Syiitcms. — Lancxuuer vs. Pestalozzi. — 
Absanl Conceptions of Pestaluzzianism. — Rejection of Lancasterianism 
for Infant Pupils. 

About this period another innovation in education began 
to develop itself in New York, leading in time to most radi- 
cal changes. Originating at nearly the same time with the 
systems of Bell and Lancaster, Pestalozzianism was much 
more liable to perversion and misapplication, because far 
more philosophical in its fundamental principles, and requir- 
ing in the teacher abilities the very farthest from mechanical. 
Its methods and principles, already widely adopted in Eu- 
rope, were but vaguely understood or appreciated, and had 
made but slow progress in America. Early in 1827, an as- 
sociation of ladies was formed in New York, under tho title 
of the Infant School Society, ^[rs. Joanna Bethune being the 
First Directress. Similar societies were organized in Boston 
and Charleston in 1828, other cities rapidly following. With 
much that was sound in principle and excellent in practice, 
these schools presented some features which now seem not a 
little absurd. 

In London, New York, and Charleston, the ages of the 
children ranged from two to six years; in Boston, from 
eighteen months to four years. From two to six cents per 
week were usually demanded ; two sessions of at least three 
hours each were held each day; vaccination was required 
before admission ; several female teachers, usually two, were 
employed in each school ; and, the children being taught in 
masses, the monitorial system was not used. 
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Up to this time all the various grades, from the abece* 
darian of the sand-class to the highest, were, in the Public 
Schools, taught in one department; but, stimulated by the 
success of the Infant Schools, the Society now ventured upon 
the experiment of separating the younger children, both boys 
and girls, from the older pupila, at the same time admitting 
infants, A trial of this plan was made in the basement of 
No. 8 by organizing therein a "Junior Department," in charge 
of a female principal, assisted by a paid monitress.' Children 
of three years and even younger were admitted, the numbers 
soon reaching 300 or more. Apparently not even question- 
ing the superiority of the Lancasterian system for such a 
school, this experimental department was organized by the 
trustees on their favorite plan. 

Meanwhile the ladies of the Infant School Society, had or- 
ganized a school of about 170 pupils in Canal Street and upon 
the Pcstalozzian system as they understood it The intro- 
duction of singing, especially of lively, pleasant, and appro- 
priate songs for little children, the variety in the exercises, the 
discarding of books and lesson-boards, and the substitution of 
oral teaching, partly, though not intelligently, objective, soon 
made the system highly popular ; while the tender age of 
the little ones, and their manifest interest, aroused the warm- 
est sympathies The matter soon arrested the attention of 
the Trustees of the Public Schools, and several successive 
committees were appointed in 1827 for the purpose of in- 
specting this school, and yet another in Greene Street, and 
comparing the results with those obtained in the new Junior 
Department in No. 8. 

Whatever the previous convictions of these gentlemen, 
their reports were all greatly in favor of the new system ; 
and, in order more thoroughly to test its merits, an Infant 
Department was opened in the basement of No. 10 in May, 
1828, and the counsel and assistance of the ladies of the In- 
fant School Society solicited in its organization and super- 

' Naomi It. Reynolds and J. C. Andrews, the first public primaiy tcacherHi 
oi'pointcd 1827, at $200 and 875, respectively. 
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visiozL They accordingly appointed a committee for the 
purpose, who were of great service ; the only disadvantage 
being such as would naturally arise from the school and 
teachers having two independent sets of governors. 

When time enough had been allowed to develop the re- 
sults, a committee was again appointed to compare the In* 
fant Department No. 10 with the Junior No. 8. The re- 
port was to the same effect as before, and proclaimed that 
the monitorial plan had been weighed in the balance and 
found wanting. In their opinion, it was " too dull and 
monotonous for the infant mind, while the other presented a 
judicious admixture of amusement and instruction; that 
since fully one-third of all the children in the schools of the 
Society were between the ages of four and six, the adoption 
of the system was highly desirable; that an inordinate 
amount of time was spent under the monitor in the sand- 
class or the draA; in learning to print or to decipher a single 
letter, or to spell a few unmeaning syllables ;" adding the sur- 
prising alternative, that " the time might better be employed 
in conveying to their minds some of the simplest notions of 
geography, astronomy, and natural history, and in exercising 
their memories with some of the simplest facts of history, and 
matters of information in common life ; all of whieh may be 
done by an intelligent person in a style of conversation, by 
aid of a few pictures and other materials for illustration.'" 

* This sort of perversion and misconception of the methods and principles 
of Pcstnlozzi was by no means confined to New York or to America, nor is it 
yet entirely without remaining traces ; and the trustees may well bo excused 
for greatly preferring even so unphilosophical a system, with its many redeem- 
ing features, to the mindless, musiclcss, and dull monotony of the monitorial 
system, which it partly, and should hare completely supplanted. 

In all parts of the country the highest commendation was bestowed upon 
this perverted Infant School system by men of high culture and social position, 
although it is a relief to find it stated in one of the commendatory reports of the 
Public School Society that " many intelligent and benevolent persons look upon 
such infant schools as the temporary eflcet of a mistaken philanthropy." The 
Charleston Report for 1829, after stating that none will bo admitted till thoj 
can walk alone, gives the general impression produced at the time by these 
schools in exclaiming, '* llovr delightful it is to hear these littlo one*s lisping 

f 
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Another conclusion stated in their report refers to a mat- 
ter which, however trite it now is, was practically a revolu- 
tionary novelty in the schools of our city, and marks the 
progress they were steadily making toward a better state of 
things. "Your committee are unanimous in the opinion that^ 
in general, female teachers arc much better calculated than 
male teachers for the instruction of small children of both 
sexes." 

In consequence of the report, a resolution was passed, 
changing the title of Junior and Infant Departments to Pri- 
mary Departments, and looking to the final establishment of 
schools like that in No. 10 in the basements of all the build- 
ings of the Society. The condition of their finances, how- 
ever, and the necessity of providing more new buildings, to- 
gether with a legal difficulty as to spending the school money 
in the tuition of such young children, delayed the measure 
for several years. 

Another important inroad into Lancastcrian plans was the 
abolition of its peculiar and distinctive system of rewards 
and punishments, which was based upon the award or forfeit- 
ure of tickets of merit having a certain pecuniary value, and 
exchangeable for toys, knives, etc. 

knowledge niudi beyond thdr early age ,\fexe they not taught on the plan pnr* 
sued,** etc., and the Boston Report for the same year bos similar tcstimoiiSjls 
as to ** astonishment and delight at their progress.*' 
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X. 

PUBLIC SCnOOL SOCIETY. 
1830*1833. 

Efforts to abolish the Pay System and establish trac Free Schools. — Origin of 
the half-mill Tax. — School Ccnsns. — Grant of one-fourth of the Tax asked 
for. — Efforts for the Remainder. — Common Council demands Control — 
Catholic Orphan Asylum. — Tax granted, and Asylum admitted to par- 
ticipate. 

TiiE unsatisfactory and evil c'fFccts of the pay system, even 
in tbe modified form in wbicli for a year or two it had been 
continued, at last led to a complete change of policy. Profit* 
ing by their varied experience, the trustees from this time 
forth boldly advocated a general schoolrtax of sufficient mag- 
nitude to furnish agcnerous support for the schools, the throw- 
ing open the doors to all citizens as a matter oi rights and not 
of charity, and such a modification of the course of study as 
should offer for every man's children the best attainable En- 
glish education. Afler a series of interesting propositions, 
reports, and debates, in which their views took definite and 
practical shape, a bold and vigorous address was issued to 
their fellow-citizens, abounding with advanced ideas, add 
proposing a plan for carrying them into effect* After pre- 
senting school statistics and plans, and referring to the steady 

' A synopsis is subjoined : After quoting from a recent address of the May- 
or of Boston, '* Erery school, the admission to which is grounded on acqnire- 
ments not easily attained by the children of the whole community, must be con- 
sidered as for the benefit of thc/eir, and not of the many. The standard of pub- 
lic education should be raised to the greatest height, but it should be effected 
hy raising the standard in the Comtnon Schoois:'^ they go on to say that no part of 
the state has more moans, and in no part is public instruction so imperatively 
demanded — that the ratio of pupils in schools of all kinds to the whole popula- 
tion raricd from one to five to one to three in other portions of the state, while 
in the city it was as low as one to seven — that of a school population of over 
52,00(^ nearly or quite 25,000 between the ages of fivo and fiHcen attended no 
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increase of immigration and the importance of general intcl* 
ligcnce in this city to tbe affairs of the state and the nation, 
it adds: "In other countries it may be justly thought dan- 
gerous to their present rulers to enlighten the people. But 
with us the question of their political power is settled ; and, 
if they are true to themselves, it is settled foreven We wish 
to keep that power in their hands, and to enable them to ex- 
ercise it with wisdom. The laboring classes have justly been 
called the backbone and sinews of the republic. It is not 
enough that they know how to read and write and cast ac- 
counts. We wish to provide them better excitements than 
they now have. We wish them to enjoy the pleasures, as 
well as the other advantages of intellectual occupation. We 
wish them to be able to understand and admire the benefi- 
cence of the Creator in the works of his hands. We wish 
them to feel that virtue is the first distinction among men, 
and knoidixhje the second; and to be themselves the great 
exemplar of these truths."* 

It was therefore of the first importance that the Public 
Schools should be made desirable to every class in the com- 
munity ; and one of the most important uses they could pos- 
sibly subserve, would be to break down at the very outset of 
life that separative caste spirit^ which under whatever form or 
specious pretext it may present itself, is ever the deadly en- 
emy of practical democracy. In regard to the proposed tax, 
" We submit to the liberal consideration of the rich whether 

school whatever ; and supposing one-half of them to be employed, there were 
still from 12,000 to 1 3,000 who should be in school, exclusive of infant pupib— 
that the proper order of claims had been too long inverted, tbe sick and the 
destitute not having higher claims than ignorant youth — and that good schools 
are the very foundation of democratic society. They most oflfer higher rewards 
for qualified teachers, propose infant schools for children from three to six, 
and recommend, 1st, one or more high schools, teaching all branches necessary 
for an active business life ; 2d, a classical school ; 3d, a seminary for the ed- 
ucation of teachers for common schools ; and, lastly, a half-mill tax to cany 
out these measures. 

> It was probably the lost efibrt of the noble spirit that had so long stood at 
the head of the Society, and does full justice to his broad and liberal states- 
manship. Clinton died suddenly soon after. 
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their contribution would not be a profitable investment for 
their children, and whether their bonds and mortgages and 
public stocks are altogether beyond the reach of public opin- 
ion, and of that which must ultimately depend upon public 
opinion, the administration qfthelawsy 

Promptly following up the good effects of this address, the 
trustees set on foot among the citizens a petition to the Legis- 
lature asking for a tax of a half-mill on the dollar of assessed 
city property, which was signed by nearly five thousand of 
the most respectable citizens, comprising the names of a large 
part of the tax-paying community. The plan was formally 
adopted by the Common Council, who memorialized for the 
tax, though not to the extent asked for by the petitioners; 
and a law, levying, not four-eightieths, but one-eightieth of one 
per cent, was passed by the Legislature in the session of 1829. 
Though, by the refusal of three-fourths of the amount asked 
for, their plan was shorn of many of its best features, espe- 
cially the higher and normal schools, and the total abolition 
of the pay system, the trustees were enabled to advance mate- 
rially the character of their schools and prepare the way for 
further progress. In this they were also assbted by an act 
giving power to mortgage their real estate, and legalizing 
other loans to the amount of $70,000, which in the same form 
had been found necessary to the support and expansion of 
their schools. 

While the subject of the tax was still pending, a school 
census, more complete in its results than any previous one, 
was taken by direction of the Common Council. It was 
thus ascertained that 11,000, or nearly two-thirds of the 
whole number in private schools, were of nearly an equal 
grade as to advancement with those in the Public Schools, 
the cost in the latter being much less than even in the worst 
description of the former, and with far greater sanitary and 
disciplinary advantages. All the essential facts were fully 
laid before the community in the public prints, and in the 
annual reports of the Society.* 

' An abstract is submitted for comparison. See Table on page 57. 
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After two years, the Board agaia early in 1831 applied to. 
the Common Council for another memorial to the Legislatare 
asking for the remaining three-eightieths of one per cent tax, 
so as to meet the original proposition of the 5000 memorial- 
ists of 1829. The Corporation complied with the request^ but 
inserted into the memorial a clause providing that this ad- 
ditional three-eightieths of one per cent "shall be and re- 
main under the immediate and sole control of the Common 
Council." This was a new and unexpected phase of diffi- 
culty. An earnest memorial of remonstrance was presented 
to the Common Council, reciting in brief outline the history 
of die Society, the important controversy in regard to re* 
ligious sectarian schools which they supposed had reached a 
final settlement in 1825, and the impropriety of the demand 
of the Corporation in view of the fact that its members were 
all ex officio members of the Public School Society, and the 
mayor and recorder of the Board of Trustees; and further, 
that they now and for many years had held all reasonable 
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Of the 430 private schools, G were for colored children, 3 of them reported 
AS '* excellent;" only 52 private schools not clementaiy ; of the 24,952 pupils, 
605 were colored ; and there were about one-twelfth more boyo than girls. 
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control over tbe expenditures and distribution of school 
moneys in the Commissioners of Common School Funds of 
the city of New York — a body consisting of one person from 
each ward, appointed, as provided by law, by the Common 
Council itself, to receive and pay over the moneys as direct- 
ed by state and city laws, and visiting every participating 
school twice in each year to see that all legal conditions were 
complied with. 

The necessity for the additional tax is then stated in ex- 
tenso^ and their alarm at the unexpected proposition that the 
proceeds should be placed under sole control of the Common 
Council, and not, as with the rest of the school moneys, 
under that of the commissioners, ending with a cautious ref* 
crence as to the possible motives which have led to such 
a proposition, they having "no conclusive evidence that it 
is intended to divert the proposed tax from the customary 
channels." An offer was also made, as in 1825, to convey 
all their real estate to the Common Council, receiving in re- 
turn a perpetual lease so long as the pro]^)erty should be used 
for school purposes. 

While this matter was still pending, formal application 
was made to the Common Council by the Bomau Catholic 
Benevolent Society for their Orphan Asylum, and by the 
Trustees of the Methodist Church in behalf of their charity 
schools for a portion of the school funds. After much ex- 
citement, the matter was finally settled by the passage of an 
act by the Legislature, granting the additional tax, and pro- 
viding for its distribution in the usual manner, but the Asy- 
lum was at the same time admitted to the participation for 
reasons which can be better given in another chapter.* 

' Sec Religious Question. 
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XL 

PUBLIC SCHOOL SOCIETT. 

ie33-184L3« 

Fioal Abolition of the Pay Srstcm. — More Primary Dcpaitnicnts opened. — 
Primary Schools established. — Assistant Teachers employed. — Course of 
Study extended. — Evening Schook. — Transfer of Schools of Manumission 
l^icty. — Saturday 'Normal School. — Trustees* IlalL — Financial Embar- 
rnssmcnts. — Application of Catholic Free Schools for Participation in the 
School Fund.— Exciting Controversy.— Governor's l^lessage. — Act of 
April II, 1842, extends the State System to the City.— Organization of 
tlie Board of Education. 

Being now assured of sufTicicnt meanS| the trustees com* 
mcnccd with energy the work of reforming or transforming 
their system. The plan of payment for tuition, which in the 
last year of its continuance had produced only $839, was 
finally abolished February 8, 1832, and public notice given 
that schools were now open to all as a common right, and 
that every effort would be made to render them attractive 
and desirable to all classes of citizens. A full year was spent 
in preparing for and introducing the necessary changes, the 
time being somewhat extended by the interruptions resulting 
from the fearful visitation of cholera. 

Primary departmcnU similar to that in Na 10 were open- 
ed in various schools as rapidly as circumstances permitted. 
A special committee having visited Boston for the purpose of 
inspecting the system of public instruction, and especially the 
Dame Primary Schools in that city, presented a report which 
was adopted by the trustees, recommending a new order of 
elementary schools. These were to be known as the Public 
Primary Schools on a modification of the Boston plan, and 
were to be established throughout the city, each ward to form 
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a primary school district, with such subdivisions as might be 
found expedient The large and expensive buildings owned 
and occupied by the Society were separated by wide inter- 
vals, which were steadily filling with a denser population. It 
was therefore judged expedient to hire such suitable premises 
as could be obtained, and thus scatter small and good schools; 
so that, by having them brought, as it were, to their own 
doors, thousands who would not send their little ones to the 
distant Primary Department or Public School would be in- 
duced to let them attend the small schools in their immediate 
neighborhood. No step ever taken by the Society had a 
more beneficial result. It added greatly to their popularity 
and usefulness, and was a chief source of their financial 
strength during the remaining years of their existence. 

The several classes of schools were now to be known as 
1st Public Schools, having the more advanced boys and girls 
in separate departments; 2d. Primary Departments, which 
were the modified Infant Schools; 3d. Primary Schools. 
As the plan of appointing sections could not well be applied, 
a large standing committee, known as the Primary School 
Committee, was ap|x>inted, with power to call \ipon the Ex- 
ecutive Committee for teachers, and the Supply Committee 
for the necessary material. Each Primary School was to bo 
conducted by a female teacher and a paid monitress, the num- 
ber of pupils not to exceed eighty ; boys admitted from four 
years of age to six ; girls, four years and over. The course of 
study embraced " reading, spelling, and writing, with the sim- 
ple elements of arithmetic and geography, to be taught oral- 
ly, and, as far as possible, with visible illustrations by means 
of a map of the hemispheres, numeral frame, and black-board." 
A modification of the monitorial system was introduced, the 
monitor's duties devolving chiefly upon the teachers them- 
selves. The simultaneous or concert system was largely em- 
ployed. Both of the lower orders of the schools were to 
make regular promotions to the Public Schools. 

In consequence of this step, the operations of the trustees 
expanded with great rapidity. The committee were at first 



r 



PUBLIC SCHOOL SOCIETT. 61 

3 

autborizcd to open ten schools ;* but the popularity of the 
measure, as indicated by the promptness with which these 
were filled and even overcrowded, soon led to arrangements ' 
for ten more, followed by yet others ; some sixty or more be- 
ing finally opened, many of them with numbers far beyond 
the original limit 

Kadical changes took place in the upper departmentSL 
The course of study was extended so as to include astronomy, 
algebra, geometry, trigonometry, and book-keeping. Profit- i 

ing by their previous experience, an assistant teacher was now 
provided in addition to the two monitors for each depart- 
ment, and separate recitation-rooms built* The principal and 
his assistant were chiefly occupied with the advanced classes, 
while the lower, under a form of the monitorial system, were 
in charge of the paid monitors. The salaries of the sev- 
eral grades of teachers were at the same time somewhat ad- 
vanced.* 

Applications having been received from various sections 
of the city for the establishment of evening schools for ap- 
prentices and others, the trustees took the matter into consid 
cration, but ascertained from the legal advisers that the law 
gave no clear right so to expend the public money, and that 
they had better " avoid the assumption of doubtful powers." 
On the 18th of January, 1833, they put in operation, how- 
ever, a plan which in their opinion complied with the advice 
received, by directing " that evening schools for apprentices 
and others be opened " in certain buildings belonging to the 
Society, and " that all engagements with male teachers, assist- 
ants, and monitors are to include a condition that they are to 
teach evening school if ordered, and without any amlitional 
pay." Several principals and assistants of day schools were 

' No. 1, in Orchard Street, opened in September, 1832. 

* Though often asked for, these had been refused in the earlier yean of the 
Sodetj. 

* Tho salary of the male principal was itiised from $800 to $1000, of the 
female principal, from §350 to $400. The maximum lor each of tho othcn 
was $000, $200, and $100 in the male department, and $250, $100, and $50 
in tho female department* 
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" ordered " to each evening school as associate teachers, and 
being necessarily peers, there was no real head, and, conse- 
quently, no eiHcient discipline. As, under the circumstances, 
the teachers could not be expected to take much interest in 
their work, it is not surprising that the report of the next 
year modestly refers to these schools as an experiment; the 
next, that they " are not entirely successful ;" and succeeding 
ones " regret the smallncss of their numbers, and the great 
difliculiies in regard to discipline.'*^ After a few winters of 
forced and uncompensated labor, the teachers were finally re- 
lieved by the quiet abolition of the schools, no resolution to 
that effect appearing on the minutesL 

In the latter part of 1832, the managers of the Manumis- 
sion Society, whose schools, like those of the Public School 
Society, were supported by the public funds, applied for a 
committee of conference to effect a union. It was felt by the 
trustees that on many accounts it was better that the two sets 
of schools should remain separate; but fearing further diver- 
sion of the school fund, it was desirable that the number of 
societies participating should be as small as possible, and ar- 
rangements were accordingly made for a transfer of the 
schools and property of the elder society. After some delay, 
in consequence of legislative action being found necessary to 
give a title to their real estate, on the 2d of May, 1834, the 
transfer was effected, the price paid being §12,000. An 
unexpended balance of school money, amounting to about 
§9000, was also transferred, and the six or seven African 
schools were placed in charge of a special committee, with 
similar powers to the Committee on Primary Schools, and 
comprising several of the most active members of the Manu- 
mission Society.' The aggregate register of these schools 
was nearly 1400, with an average attendance of about one- 
half that number. Applications were also made by the man- 

' Corporal pnnUhmcnt was '* roisccllaneonsly ** Snflictcd, each teacher disci- 
plining his own class. Those familiar with evening schools may easily imogino 
tho occasional result 

* The Alannmission Socictjr continued its separate existence for the other 
objects contemplated in its constitution. 
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agcrs of tlic IIouso of Refuge, the Manhattanvillc, Ilarlem, 
and other schools in the upper part of the island ; but vari- 
ous objections, legal or prudential, prevented a similar result 

The schools of the Infant School Society, and, ^ith the ex- 
ception of their school in the basement of No. 5, the schools 
also of the Female Association, seem to have been silently ab- 
sorbed into the Primary Schools and Departments, no legis- 
lation being necessary, as they held no real estate.' 

The large buildings of the Society were now fourteen in 
number, and contained three departments in each. Besides 
these, were the numerous Primary Schools and Departments 
and the African schools. In each and all of these from one 
to two monitors were employed, all, excepting those in the 
male departments, being females. Appointed at a very 
early age, usually from fourteen to fifteen, but in many cases 
in the primaries even younger, they were cut off, by the ele- 
mentary nature of the studies committed to their care, from 
all further opportunity for systematic advance in their own 
scholarship. ^lany of these, developing executive al>ilities 
of a high order, were in time promoted to the position of as- 
sistant, or even of principal, in the primaries, but the great 
advance in the order of studies precluded their appointment 
to corresponding positions in the upper departments without 
greatly increased mental culture. 

In view of these facts, and of the certainty that the diffi- 1 

culty would increase with the numbers of the schools, the ^ 

Committee on Teachers and ^lonitors, which was a sub-com- • j 

mittce of the Executive, presented on the 1st of August, i 

1834, a special report upon the subject In accordance with 
their suggestions, a school for monitors of the Primary Schools * 

and Departments was opened in No. 5 on Saturdays. The 
sessions were five hours each, and the studies chiefly those 
of the higher classes of the upper schools; though soon 
called a Normal School, no normal instruction was given. 
Two teachers, both of whom must be principals in the Pub- 

' Tho school in tho basement of No. 5 continaed in charge of tho Fcnato | 

Association till March, 1845. 



61 HISTORY OP PUBLIC EDUCATION. 

lie Schools, were appointed at small salaries ; the original ar* 
rangemcnt, which seems to have been of no long continu* 
ance, providing that the school should have a female princi- 
pal and a male assistant The attendance was compulsory, 
under penalty of non-increase of salary, loss of promotion, or 
even of position. The beneficial efTccts being soon manifest, 
the plan was extended so as to include the female monitors 
of the upper schools, and those qualified pupils of the ninth 
class of girls who were desirous of appointments. A similar 
school, though necessarily on a smaller scale, was opened for 
the monitors of the male departments, and a third for the 
teachers of the colored schools. 

Up to 1841, the meetings of the trustees and the Society 
and of their various committees had been held in a part of 
one of their school buildings ; but their widely extended and 
increasing operations requiring a permanent location and 
much greater facilities, a site was purchased on the comer of 
Grand and Elm Streets, and a suitable building erected, with 
proper office conveniences, a room for the meetings, and 
others for the Saturday Normal School and two Primary 
Schools, besides a " Depository " for the storing and distribu* 
tion of supplies for all the various schools of the Society.* 

Notwithstanding the apparent removal of all financial diifi- 
culties by the grant of the full one- twentieth of one per cent by 
the Act of 1831, the trustees again found themselves embar- 
rassed. The city continued to expand with greater rapidity 
than ever, and more and more schools had to be provided. 
The Common Council, instead of advancing the sum annual- 
ly raised for school purposes with the increasing valuation of 
property, saw fit to interpret the law as granting a fixed sum, 
equal to one-twentieth of one per cent on the assessed value 
of the year in which the act was passed. Some of those who 

> This buildiniirt now tho Hall of the Board of Edncation, has since been 
greatly enlarged and improved, and is tho central point in the management 
of the school officers of tho city. It contains tho offices of the Clerk and So- 
perintendent, and meeting-rooms of the Board, embellished with the portraits 
of many of its presidents, together with those of De Witt Clinton and Geo. 
T. Trinilile, the first and last presidents of the TabUc School Society 
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had signed the original petition for the levy of the special 
tax now claimed that they had understood that it was to be 
levied only for a short period. Toward the close of 1834 the 
Board of Supervisors " wished to be informed whether it 
would be again found necessary to raise a similar sum to that 
raised last year," and also if the trustees were now ready to 
convey their real estate to the Common Council. In view 
of the apparent desire to cripple thcni by refusing adequate 
means, and of the possibly disastrous result of another con- 
troversy on the question of religion, which was now begin- 
ning once more to present itself, the trustees did not deem it 
expedient to comply with the suggestion as to the property. 
In 1839, having become more and more embarrassed, and in 
order to secure the advantages of the increased value of city 
property, they made a vigorous though unsuccessful attempt 
to procure the passage of a " Declaratory Act" iu relation to 
the half-mill tax. 

Early in 1840 the trustees of the Catholic Free Schools 
made application to the Common Council to be allowed to 
participate in the school funds. The large and influential 
body of citizens whose views were represented in this applica- 
tion were much dissatisfied with many things in the internal 
condition and management of the schools of the Public School 
Society, "a gigantic and growing monopoly," as they consid- 
ered it, under whose sole control were all the means of public 
instruction. 

" It was alleged that, although the Society belonged to no 
particular religious denomination, and although it did not 
teach directly the creed of any particular sect, that still its 
schools were practically sectarian, and that its books and in- 
struction had so strong a bias in favor of Protestantism, that 
Roman Catholics, who were by. universal consent entitled to 
a perfect equality of rights, could not conscientiously send 
their children to the schools, although taxed for their support 
The Society oifered and endeavored to make their books ac- 
ceptable to all, but an excitement of feeling had arisen which 
could not be thus allayed ; the subject was brought before the 

E 
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Common Council again in 1810, and discussed with extraor- 
dinary ability on all sides. It was thence transferred to the 
Legislature of the state in 1841, and became so important a 
question of state policy that at the opening of the session of 
1842, the governor in his annual message, aflcr stating that, 
under existing circumstances, twenty thousand children in 
the city were practically unprovided with instruction, pro- 
ceded as follows : 

" * Happily in this, as in other instances, the evil is discov- 
ered to have had its origin no deeper than a departure from 
the equality of general laws. In our general system of Com- 
mon Schools, trustees, chosen by tax-paying citizens, levy 
taxes, biiild school-houses, pay teachers, and govern schools, 
which arc subject to visitation by similarly-elected inspect- 
ors, who certify the qualification of teachers ; and all schools 
thus constituted participate in just proportion in the public 
moneys, which are conveyed to them by commissioners also 
elected by the people. 

« « « • « « 

" * I submit, therefore, with entire willingness, to approve 
whatever adequate remedy you may propose, the expediency 
of vesting to the people of the city of New York what I am 
sure the people of no other part of the state would, upon any 
consideration, relinquish — the education of their children. 
For this purpose it is only necessary to vest the control of 
the Common Schools in a Board, to be composed of commis* 
sioners elected by the people, which Board shall apportion the 
school moneys among all the schools, including those now ex- 
isting, which shall be organized and conducted in conformity 
to its general regulations and the laws of the state in propor- 
tion to the number of pupils instructed. It is not left doubt- 
ful that the restoration to the Common Schools of the city of 
this simple and equal feature of the Common Schools of the 
state would remove every complaint. 

"'This proposition has sometimes been treated as a device 
to appropriate ihe school funds to the endowment of semina- 
ries for teaching languages and faiths, thus to perpetuate the 
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prejudices it seeks to remove — ^sometimes as a sclieme for 
dividing that precious fund among a hundred jarring sects, 
and thus increasing the religious animosities it strives to heal 
—sometimes as a plan to subvert the prevailing religion and 
introduce one repugnant to the consciences of our fellow-citi- 
zens, while, in truth, it simply proposes, by enlightening 
equally the minds of all, to enable them to detect error wher- 
ever it may exist, and to reduce uncongenial masses into an 
intelligent, virtuous, harmonious, and happy people.' 

"This recommendation of the governor was cxtremelj" 
unacceptable to a large portion of the people of this city ; and 
had it not proposed to preserve the schools of the Public 
School Society, which had, deservedly, the confidence and af- 
fection of so largo a number of the citizens, it is doubtful 
whether the popular will would have allowed the recommend- 
ation of the governor to go into useful effect As it was, how- 
ever, the Legislature adopted the views of the executive, and 
extended by law into this city the Common School system, 
which had prevailed for thirty years in the residue of the state, 
placing the management of the schools in the hands of inspec- 
tors, trustees, and commissioners elected by the people, still al- 
lowing the Public School Society and other corporations to 
continue their existing schools, and participate in the public 
funds according to the number of their scholars, but prohibit- 
ing such participation to any school in which any religious 
sectarian doctrine or tenet shall be taught, inculcated, or prac- 
ticed'" 

Under that act, passed April 11, 1842, the first Board of 
Educatiox was organized; and it now remains briefly to trace 
the progress of the two organizations, with their mutual re- 
actions, during the ten subsequent years, until their final and 
harmonious consolidation into one great system. 

* Report of Board of Edacntion for 1858. 
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DiiBcnUics of the New System.— Great Opposiiioo.—rrejudice.— Contrasts of 
the two Organizations. — ^Thcir radical DifTercnco in rrinciple. — Direcl 
Appeal to the People. — Gradual Development of tlie Ward Schools. — 
Teachers.— Amendment to the Act.— l*rogress of the Puhlic Schools. — 
High School.— Beneficial Inaction of Ward Schools on Public Schools. — 
Leads to rapid Changes. — Financial Difficulties of the Society. — ^Thcy 
can establish no new Schools.— Free Academy opened. — lu Effects on 
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— M*Keon*s Report. — Mutual Good- will of the two Bodies. — Successive 
Steps leading to Consolidation.— Act of June 4, 1853.— Final Meeting, and 
Dissolution of the Society. — Summary. 

The new guardians and guides of public instraclion had 
no easy task before them. The outgrowth of intense excite- 
ment and bitter controversy, the subject of misconception 
and misrepresentation, with the prejudices, animosities, and 
fears of a large and influential portion of the citizens arrayed 
against it, the new system had to contend with difficulties that 
seemed well-nigh insuperable. A powerful and compact or- 
ganization, strong in the character and influence of its indi- 
vidual members and the justly-earned approbation and sym- 
pathy of hundreds of thousands, already occupied a large 
portion of the field. The one thoroughly centralized, from its 
origin, and disciplined by long experience, both as an organ- 
ization and from the continuance of its individual members, 
with subordinate committees and local sections, all of its own 
erection, and responsible to the central power ; the other, dis- 
crete, apparently incoherent, with as many independent boards 
as there were wards in the city — a complex machinery of 
trustees, inspectors, and commissioners from all classes of 
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society, and witli powers and duties not so sharply defined as 
to prevent injurious disputes — with the central Board of 
Education virtually dependent upon the dictum of the local 
ones, with officers of every grade without experience, it would 
seem a wonder that the new system had not died at its very 
birth. But it contained a vital element more than sufficient 
to overcome all these difficulties, more than enough to over- 
balance the advantages possessed by its powerful rival. It 
u-as based ujyon a DIRECT and immediate appeal to the peo- 
ple. No body of men, no matter what their character or 
social standing, were placed, without or against the tcill of the 
people, between them and their children. If they have one 
interest which, in this land of sclffiovernment^ they should jeal- 
ously guard, and keep as closely as possible under their own 
control, surely it is the selection of those into whose bands is 
committed that most sacred and responsible trust, the educa- 
tion of their offspring. 

It is interesting to observe the working of this principle 
in its gradual unfolding, as the citizens came to look more 
dispassionately and undcrstandingly on school affairs. If 
there were mistakes, this would remedy them ; if the wrong 
men were chosen, those most deeply interested would supply 
their places with better; if modifications of any sort were 
found necessary, the supreme will of the people would order 
' them. And thus, little by little, and against all obstacles, 
gross misconceptions, and bitter prejudices, and after many 
errors, the system was developed by this, its innate force, till 
it should at last become, by universal consent, the chief or- 
nament and pride of our city ; at the least unsurpassed by 
any other on the globe. 

The law as originally passed was very deficient No 
school was organized under it during the whole of the first 
year. The amendments of the next year, however, enabled 
the local officers to build and open seven schools, besides 
three in hired premises; in 1844 three others were built; in 
1845, two ; in 1846, one. The locations selected by the 
ward officers had little or no reference to ward lines. By 
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the provisions of the law, any pupil residing in tbc county 
was entitled, as in the case of the Public Schools, to attend 
any school. Availing themselves of this, officers often chose 
sites close to the ward lines, sometimes not far from the junc- 
tion of several wards, so as to draw pupils from other wards, 
while secure that no other school could be built in their own. 
Some of the Public Schools suffered greatly from having 
new schools erected within a very short distance. The build- 
ings were mostly small, and injudiciously constructed. In 
all matters involving expenditure, the trustees and the Board 
of Education were practically held in check by the rigid 
economy of the Public School Society, now more rigid 
than ever, it being highly important to either party that 
there should be no unfavorable comparative statement as to 
cost 

In the internal administration of schools, each ward be- 
ing a " district," was virtually supreme. They selected their 
own teachers, subject to the approval of their inspectors, 
chose their own course of study, and decided upon the 
method of organization. The plan of three departments, as 
in the Public Schools, was generally adopted. By common 
consent, however, the unpopular monitorial system was aban- 
doned, a larger number of teachers were employed, and a suf- 
ficient number of class-rooms constructed. The troublesome 
question of religion, by which the whole subject of the estab- 
lishment and control of schools had been opened, was peace- 
ably settled by allowing each local board to select their own 
books, and determine which version of the Scriptures should 
be used, subject only to the general regulation of the act that 
'^ no religious sectarian doctrines should be taught, inculcated, 
or practiced." Each ward purchased its own supplies at its 
own price, and sent in the bills to the Board of Education. 
Teachers were obtained from various sources, some of them 
of a high order of ability, but many others, appointed by in- 
dividual influence, could never have passed the rigid exami* 
nation of the Public School Trustees. The Public Schools 
themselves, however, were the chief source of supply, many 



BOARD OP EDUCATION, ETC. 71 

of the best teaclicrs in the employ of the Society passing over 
to the \Vard Schools.* 

Before the beginning of 1848, twenty-four schools had 
been organized in the various wards, some of them, however, 
not essentially different in grade from the public primaries. 
Time and experience pointed out improvements in the orig- 
inal act establishing the system, and various amendatory laws 
were from time to time passed, the whole tending to increased 
efficiency, activity, and harmony. 

Meanwhile the Public Schools and their trustees were un- 
dergoing a new experience. While the new system was yet 
struggling with its initial difficulties, and before Ward School 
No. 1 had been opened, with even more than their usual 
energy No. 17, and then No. 18, had been established, and 
an unsuccessful effort made to re^xjal the new law. As the 
Acts of 1842 and 18-13 left their authority to expend the 
public money in erecting buildings somewhat doubtful — in- 
deed it was utterly denied by the Board of Education — ^both 
parties again resorted to Albany, and the Act of 1844, while 
legalizing the steps already taken and the expenses incurred, 
prohibited the- establishing of any new schools without the 
consent of the Board of Education. The same act also pro- 
vided that the Society should increase the number of elected 
trustees from fifty to seventy-five, who should have power 
to add to their numbers fifty additional members. The se- 
lections were judiciously made, and added many valuable 
members with new ideas to the old Board. 

A committee was appointed, a memorial to the Legisla- 

' There were many reasons for this: tho pay was in roost cases better; ex- 
perienced snbordinatcs were offered principalships ; the direction of the 8todies» 
tho selection of subordinates, and nearly every other point in the internal man- 
agement vftis either put into the principal*8 hands, or greatly influenced by his 
advice ; and there was in every way greater freedom of action and develop- 
ment of individuality, while formal and offensive ofRcial stiffness and distance 
in the governing power were replaced by cordial and manifest sympathy and 
consideration. To many a sensitive and noble spirit, escape from the cold, an- 
sympathctic, almost military rule of the Society, was equivalent to an emanci- 
pation. 
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ture was prepared, and a vigorous effort made to obtain 
''authority and means to establish a Iligh School for in- 
struction in the higher branches of an English education, and 
in Latin and Greek." This measure, it will be remember- 
ed, had been discussed and approved by the Board of Trus- 
tees even as early as 1826, but action had been delayed as 
premature and, from financial embarrassments, inexpedient 
Altliough their assistance was sought by a committee of con- 
ference, the influence of the Board of Education was cast 
against the effort as being yet premature, and some years 
passed before the plan of the proposed institution was realized 
in the Free Academy. 

The steady progress and many excellences of the Ward 
Schools, which had now become more popular as the true 
scope and purpose of their fundamental principle was better 
understood, produced important internal changes in the Pub- 
lic Schools. Besides the effects of the loss of so many val- 
uable teachers, to some of whom each additional building 
offered positions, the rejection of the monitorial plan, and 
the evident popularity of so doing, soon led to the final 
abandonment of the last remnants of this, their original sys- 
tem. Jfany additional teachera were of course found nec- 
essary, and added largely to the strain upon the straighten- 
ing means of the Society. It involved also extensive altera- 
tions and repairs for the furnishing and fitting up of addition- 
al class-rooms. One phase of this increase of the corps of 
instructors marks another important departure from the 
traditional policy and views of the trustees. The new ap- 
pointees in the boys' departments were females ; and the ef- 
fects of this step, as had already been found in the Ward 
Schools, were in the highest degree beneficial, not only to the 
discipline but to the character of the instruction. Anoth- 
er step, small perhaps in itself, yet unmistakably indicating 
the power of the great tide of innovating improvement which 
had set in from the newer system, was the introduction of 
vocal miisic, at least in the female departments, and its tolera- 
tion in the boys' schools; the little ones of the Infant School 
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in No. 10 bad won a victory for themselves and all other 
"Primaries "in 1830/ 

Still another change, which from its relation to the annual 
average attendance and the finances, indicates the growing 
pressure which the new system was steadily exerting upon 
the old, was the extension of the annual vacation by adding 
another week, the closing of the schools also between Christ- 
mas and New Year's day, and limitation of the daily sessions 
between the hours of nine A.M. and three p.m. during the 
whole year, instead of closing as heretofore, exct»pt in the 
winter, at five P.M. While the efficacy of their management 
was shown by the slowly-increasing numbers in average at- 
tendance notwithstanding their many difficulties and the rapid 
growth of the Ward Schools, the expenses of the Society were 
also increasing, and faster than their income. A large por- 
tion of the general fund was almost a fixed sum, and the great 

' Xo featuro of tlio schools of the Society seems more singular than this. 
Tliosc first established were purely Laiicasterian, modeled ns closely as possible 
upon that of Lancaster himself, who it will be remembered was a member of 
the Society of Friends. The Public School Society, as well as the Female 
Association, originated in the ever-active benevolence of the same religions 
body, one of whose peculiarities has ever been an opposition to this form of 
aesthetic culture. To the last of its existence, the ** Quaker** element was 
very influential, almost controlling, in the Public School Society ; and one 
can hardly avoid the conclusion that their peculiar religious ideas as to mu- 
sic had much influence in strengthening other reasons assigned for its long ex- 
clusion. AVhcn La Fayette visited No. 3 in 1824, a class of girls rtcitfd a po- 
etic address in concert, and ho heard another poetic address in the Park« 
The minutes of the examination of No. C in 1827 state with evident approval 
that " a /ry/nn was njtokcn hy the cfass," A strong ciTort for the introduction 
of vocal my sic was made by certain members of the Board of Trustees in 183^ 
A committee was appointed to consider the matter, and brought in a very deci- 
ded report in its favor. *' It had been tried in No. 10 ; the teachers were nnan- 
imous in its favor ; the time required would be mostly out of schooUhours ; it had 
been introduced into large private and corporate schools here and in other cities ; 
it would cost nothing whatever; and would not encroach upon the school- 
time." The report was promptly '* tabled.** After nine more years, on the 
Gtli of March, 1845, Section No. IG forwarded to the Executive Committee a 
copy of a significant resolution — *' that the time has arrived when vocal music 
should be taught in the Public Schools,** After being referred and reported 
upon, the measure prevailed. 
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increase of pupils taught reduced the 2^^ ^^^^ to less than 
two-thirds of its previous amount, the pupils taught at the 
various classes of common schools having nearly trebled in 
the ten years previous to 1852.' They were driven to the 
most watchful economy in the expenditure, though the con- 
dition of most of their buildings, some of them in constant 
use for more than thirty years, was such as to call for lai^ 
outlays for necessary repairs. Their funds ran short, and, 
as by law provided, they called upon the Board of Educa- 
tion for assistance. An examination of the statute showed 
that, while school buildings owned by the city might undoubt- 
edly be repaired or improved by an expenditure of the public 
money, the case was far from certain when the buildings were 
the property of a private corporation, and might possibly be 
directed to other uses. As the law forbade them to build any 
more houses, the trustees had extended yet further thqir pri- 
mary system by hiring premises and opening five additional 
schools. This was considered by the Board of Education as 
an evasion of the statute, the five schools were pronounced 
illegal, and the support asked for their maintenance was re- 
fused. Both parties again sought the Legislature, and a com- 
promise was effected by an act, passed in 1848, admitting the 
five primaries to participation, but distinctly forbidding the 
opening or establishing of any kind of new school in any way 
whatsoever without consent of the Board of Education. 

Meanwhile this latter body made still further advances in 
the development and improvement of the general system. 

* Sec the following tabic, which also exhibiU the rapid adfanco of the Ward 
Schools after the first four or fire yean t 
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In 1847 four new scbool-liouses of three departments eacb, and 
of better construction, had been built, and rapidly filled. Early 
in the same year a committee was appointed to inquire into 
the expediency of applying to the Legislature " for the pas- 
sage of a law authorizing the establishment of a High School 
or College for the benefit of pupils who have been educated 
in the public schools of the city and county." On the 20th 
of January of the same year a report was presented "recom- 
mending that the Board should take the necessary steps to 
establish a Free College or Academy, and provide for the 
appointment of a committee to draft a memorial to the Legis- 
lature in accordance therewith. This report was adopted, 
and the committee thereupon appointed presented a memori- 
al, which was approved by the Board^ and forwarded in its 
name to the Legislature. This memorial states that ' one ob- 
ject of the proposed free institution is to create an additional 
interest in, and more completely popularize the Common 
Schools It is believed that they will be regarded with ad- 
ditional favor, and attended with increased satisfaction when 
the pupils and their parents feel that the children who have 
received their primary education in these schools can be ad- 
mitted to all the benefits and advantages furnished by the 
best endowed college in the state without any expense what- 
ever.' The Legislature rcsix)nded by the passage of a law 
authorizing the Free Academy, giving the Board of Educa- 
tion absolute power *to direct the course of studies therein,' 
and providing that the question of establishing the same 
should be submitted to the vote of the people. The question 
was so submitted, and the result was 19,404 in favor of the 
Free Academy to 3409 against it"* 

The anticipated inOucnee of the new institution was fully 
realized. Thousands who had heretofore held aloof from all 
public schools now sent their children, and, in consequence, 
took direct and active interest in school affairs, and in the se- 
lection of proper parties for their management It was soon 
seen that much more school accommodation would be ncccssa- 

' Reports of tho Board of Edncation, 1S47, 1648, 1S56. 
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ry. Accordingly, in 1849, three additional school buildings 
were opened, and at the same time introduced a new order 
of school structures. They were of much greater size, so that 
nearly two thousand children could be accommodated in a 
single building,' while their attractive and conspicuous ap- 
pearance at once arrested the attention of the passer-by. 
They were the first of that magnificent series of buildings for 
the people^s children which now tower alofi in so many parts 
of our city ; plain and substantial, yet significant exponents 
of the appreciation in which the people hold the educational 
system which they subserve. The attractions of the interior 
have already been indicated in the sweeping changes which 
they forced upon the schools of the Public School Society. 

The diflicultics of the Society still continued to accumu- 
late, notwithstanding tlic consummate skill, economy, and 
prudence with which its affairs were managed. The table 
already given eloquently testifies to the ability that, in old 
and now unsightly and dilapidated buildings, yet held fast 
their total average attendance, and even added largely to 
it, although some of their schools were depleted by their 
near and more magnificent neighbors. The furniture was 
old and worn-out, or had been only partly replaced by the 
more expensive and now indispensable styles with which 
their rivals were fitted. One of their largest and best school- 
houses had been burned to the ground, and, with the other 
extra appropriations required, the Board of Education could 
not assist them to a greater extent than $8000 in its recon- 
struction. A committee was appointed to make inquiry, 
and to report as to *^ which of their schools did not pay the 
cost of their maintenance." First one and then another of 
these were sold in order to assist in carrying forward the 
others. Large mortgages had also from time to time been 
cifected upon their real estate, and the annual interest upon 
these, with the rents required for many of their primaries, to- 
gether formed a heavy and increasing burden. The annual 

* Tlicro arc now eomo baildingi in which from twcWe to fifteen hundred 
children may bo seen each morning in the Primary Department alone. 
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deficiencies became more and more discouraging, and the 
necessary appeals to the Board of Education more frequent 
and importunate. Assistance was rendered as far as seemed 
consonant to the laws and to the interests of the subject of 
their common efibrts, and in accordance with the great trust 
committed to the charge of the Board. A question soon arose 
as to the legal right of the Board of Education to provide for 
the large annual interest required by the mortgages. A brief 
investigation was suflicicnt to establish the fact that they had 
neither legal nor moral right to carry the chronic encum- 
branecs of a private corporation whose property, whatever 
the character of its present members, might at some time be 
diverted to other uses not in accordance with the purposes for 
which it was designed, and to which it had so long been hon- 
orably and liiithfuUy devoted. 

The inevitable and final result was already foreshadow* 
ed. As early as 1848, in the able report of Superintendent 
M*Kcon, whose sound judgment, and long connection with 
both systems, entitled his views to consideration, may be 
found the thought toward which all minds were steadily 
gravitating. After referring to the fact that in the earlier 
years, and while the new system was struggling against the 
difllculties and prejudices which beset it, "recommendations 
had several times emanated from previous city superintend- 
ents to put all schools into the charge of the Public School 
Society, ^suhject to the Board of Education, through the bands 
of which alone its funds could be received,' " he says, " This 
suggestion was not heeded, and never will te. * * * * I 
venture to suggest a modification of the laws by a compro* 
mi'se^ so as to merge the two systems * * * * The wisdom and 
experience of that venerable body will be needed in the re- 
organization, both for guidance and for co-operation."' 

' In his report for 1851, Mr. M*Kcoo speaks of the Public School Societ/ms 
follows: **Thc men who founded that society were men who loved their spe- 
cies and country. Their schools have done much for a numerous elass of 
persons who are now among us to speak their eulogium. But it is not in con* 
sonance with the voice of an intelligent community that a voluntary and cor- 
|)orAte body should assume or perform the functions of the citizens at large, ex* 
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There was nothing in the oflicial relations and intercourse 
of the two bodies to forbid so desirable a combination. Al- 
though themselves limited by the laws under which they 
were organized, the Board of Education from time to time, 
to the extent of their ability, and as far as was consistent 
with those ^reat interests which were more especially com- 
mitted to their care, had advanced the required funds, and 
assisted to meet the ever-recurring deficiencies. The Public 
School Society had again and again generously reciprocated 
in whatever could be made to advance the common interests 
of the schools. They had granted the use of their buildings 
to the Board for evening schools, and had thrown open the 
doors of their Saturday Normal Schools to all of the teachers 
of the Ward Schools who might choose to enter. In their 
report for 1850 they rejoice at the spirit of liberality shown 
in the new style of school-houses, and say that they would 
themselves have done the same if they had the means. They 
frankly state that in their opinion " the existing competition, 
if it may be called such, has already been an advantage to 
the public" In an earlier report they compliment certain of 
the Ward Schools for their efficiency, and "look upon the 
Board of Education and its teachers as coadjutors rather than 
competitors, and have therefore given the use of a room in 
the trustees' hall for the Ward School Teachers' Association." 
With these. and many other indications of a spirit of mutual 
good feeling, it was not a difficult matter for them to take 
into serious consideration the expediency of a closer union of 
their elTorts. 

The first move came, as it should have done, from the 

ccpt in cftscs of extreme dereliction on tbo part of the pablic. IIowcTcr bcncfi- 
cicnt their purposes, and however wise, from expcricoce, this members of it 
society may become, there arc many eqaally good and honest men who wiU 
doubt the policy of committing so great a matter as the education of the ma- 
jority of the children of the whole community to an incorporated society over 
whose doings tlicy have no direct control It has been fortunate for the people 
of this city that men of pare intention have continued to control the councils 
of this great Society until other municipal and state proTisions are made for 
the education of a largo portion of the children of this commnnity.** 
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younger body, which at this time contained several members 
who were or had been members of the Public School Society, 
and were familiar with its history and position. 

"At a special meeting of the Board of Trustees of the 
Public School Society, convened January 26, 1852, the fol- 
lowing communication from a Committee of the Board of Edu- 
cation was read, and, on motion, ordered on record. 

•*To George T. Trimiile, President of the PuhUc School Society. 

"Siii — At a meeting of the Board of Education, held 
on Wednesday evening last, the following resolution was 
adopted^ viz., * Resolval^ that a committee of three members 
of this Board be appointed to confer with a Committee of the 
Public School Society for the purpose of effecting a union 
of the two systems of education.' 

" Whereupon William II. Ilibbard, Samuel A. Crapo, and 
Edward L. Beadle were appointed as said committee. 

" Will you, sir, be pleased to lay this subject before the 
body over whom you preside, and signify to them the hope 
on our part that a similar committee will be appointed on 
their part, and advise us of the result at your earliest con- 
venience? 

" Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" William II. IIibbaud, Chairman. 

** SaturJajT, Januaij 24, 1852.'* 

The subject was discussed at length, and President Trim- 
ble, together with Messrs. Peter Cooper and Joseph B. Col- 
lins, were appointed a committee to confer with the Commit- 
tee of the Board of Education.* 

At the same meeting the Executive Committee were au- 
thorized to invite the Board of Education, which hitherto 
had no suitable meeting-place, to make use of the Trustees^ 

' Minutes of the Board of Trustees. The committees were soon after en* 
largcd by the appointment of Messrs. Gary, Carter, and Watcrbnry on the part 
of the Board of Education, and Messrs. Dcpeystcr and Piorson bjr the FnbUo 
School Trustees. 
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Room for that purpose. It is unnecessary to trace other 
than in outline the steps following one taken in such a 
spirit 

At an adjourned meeting, called soon aflcr to consider 
the present position of the Society, the Secretary stated that 
the deficiency would be $32,000 more than the appropriation. 
Adcr much discussion and another meeting, it was resolved 
to raise $40,000 by new mortgages. 

At a special meeting, September 17, 1852, called, to con- 
sider the financial condition of the Society, and to receive the 
report of the Committee of Conference, the Treasurer's Re- 
port was read, and then that of the Committee. Several mo- 
tions were made without definite action. A very prolonged 
debate ensued, and a motion to lay the whole subject on the 
table failed. It was finally " licsoheil^ that in view of their 
present circumstances, the Board of Trustees of the Public 
School Society are in fiivor of a union with the "Ward School 
system, provided they can be equitably represented in the 
management of all of the Common Schools of the city." 

On the 15th of October, the following propositions, which 
had been unanimously agreed upon in the combined commit- 
tee, were presented to the Board of Trustees, and were sub- 
stantially those which were finally the conditions of union. 

1st. The Public School Society to transfer to the city all 
the real and personal estate now held by said Society, sub- 
ject to all debts, liens, and encumbrances thereon, the pay- 
ment of which shall be assumed by the city ; the property so 
conveyed to be forever devoted to the purposes of public 
education. 

2d. Said Society to surrender and discontinue its organi- 
zation and existence. 

3d. Previous to the dissolution of said Society, it may se- 
lect and appoint fifteen of its trustees to be Commissioners at 
large of the Common Schools, who shall serve as such during 
the continuance in oflice of the members of the present Board 
of Education. 

4th. The said Society shall in the same manner appoint 
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tbrcc of its members in each ward, wbo sball be Trustees of 
Common Schools for the wards, and shall serve till Janaaiy 
1, 1855, 1856, and 1857, respectively. 

If these propositions pass both Boards, the draft of a law 
shall be presented to the Legislature for consummating the 
union on the basis of this programme.* 

The propositions were accepted, and the law drafted ; and 
on the 19th of January, the whole body of the Society itself 
being assembled — the previous actions having been those of 
its trustees — the proposed act was read, and a resolution, with 
a very full preamble, adopted, conferring upon the trustees 
full power to effect the proposed transfer.* 

The act was passed June 4, 1853, and the necessary 3teps 
rapidly followed. After raising the salaries of some of their 
teachers whose interests justly required this while the matter 
was yet in the control of the trustees, the fifteen commis* 
sioners and the trustees for the various wards were elected, 
and " this Board now adjourns sine die and forever. 

The members present, in accordance with due notice given, 
at once reorganized as a meeting of the Society itself, the deeds 
conveying the property were produced and examined, and a 
resolution passed to adjourn to a final meeting on Friday the 
20th at 4 P.M. At this last, an eloquent address, suitable to 
so memorable an occasion, was delivered by Uiram Ketchum, 
Esq., and the votes of thanks to the President and Secretary 

' ^(inutcs of the Trustees : the corresponding minutes of the Board of Edu- 
cation are essentially identical. 

^ The long and full minutes of tliis meeting are verjr interesting, and show, 
AS mi<;ht well be anticipated, that a powerful corporation of nearlj a half-eeo- 
tur}'*s activity was not ready to resign its existence, and iu noMc functions 
and trust, without evidences that the sacrifice was a very painful one. The 
preamble, after setting forth the legal history of the Society from ito founda- 
tion, declares that they yield to necessity, and not to the conviction of their 
best judgment; and therefore authorize their committee to effect the necessary 
steps, and '* hereby confirm all that they may do as if it were done by them- 
selves," 

• One can hardly read these words, written in large hand in the minutes of 
the last meeting of this useful body of veterans, without a feeling of regret at 
the necessary dir^solution of so noble an organisation. 

P 
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were responded to by brief and appropriate replies On mo- 
tion, President George T. Trimble, and the agent of the So- 
ciety, Mr. Samuel W. Scton, were authorized to place at the 
disposal of a competent writer such documents in possession 
of the Society as may serve to illustrate its rise, progress, and 
history. 

A resolution was then passed, " that the Books of Minutes 
of the Society, the Board of Trustees, and the Executive and 
other C!ommittees, together with all documents, etc., etc., be 
deposited with the New York Historical Society."' 

And the resolution came at last, " that this Society do now 
adjourn." 

Thus, by a voluntary surrender, terminated the separate 
corporate existence of a society without parallel in the annals 
of education. In the sketch that has been given, at least two 
important departments of its labors have been but briefly and 
inadequately referred to— the education of neglected chil- 
dren, and the relations of religious to popular and secular in- 
struction. These will be considered in separate articles, and 
can not be omitted in forming a just estimate of the services 
of this useful body of men. 

When we reflect upon the amount of labor which nearly 
half a century of vigilance and activity involved, the skill 
and prudence with which they conducted an enterprise in- 
volving questions of such magnitude, responsibility, and deli- 

' The IlistoTT of tlic Society, written bjr the |>artjr sdccted, is understood to 
hare been long in manuscrifK, bnt, for some reason, has never come to light 
The Taluable Records ordered to be deposited with the Historical Society did 
not reach this their selected and appropriate resting-place until late in the 
spring of the present year, 1SC8, and the eifort to obtain access to them has 
long delayed this report. Intensely occupied with other and exhausting labor, 
the compiler of the foregoing sketch had no opportunity to consult them till the 
beats of June and July had come. The enormous amount of manuscript to 
be gone OTcr at such a time, comprising very full minutes, accumulating dur- 
ing the half of a ccntur}^ and the brief time which could be giren to the work 
will, it is hoped, be a sufficient excuse for such errors as have no doubt been 
made in the sketch. There was little time, there was no guide such as the 
promised ** History'* could have afforded, and only those who have performed 
similar labor under like difficulties can realize its vast amount. 
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cQcy — the valoable lime given through so long a series of 
yesLTS bj men whose business relations made time precious, 
with no recompense other than the consciousness of duty per- 
formed, and the gratifying evidences that their labor was not 
in vain — when we remember that millions of the public 
money passed through their hands, and not one dollar had 
ever been diverted from its legitimate service, and that at 
the close of their long service, and notwithstanding their em- 
barrassments, they transferred to the control of the Board of 
Education property valued at over $600,000, and which, 
when every liability was discharged, still amounted to nearly 
half a million — when we consider that through their instru- 
mentality not less than 600,000 youth had been instructed, 
and over one thousand two hundred teachers educated and 
trained to service, we can not but feel that every friend of 
popular instruction and every lover of his race must hold 
this remarkable Society in grateful remembrance. 

Their shortcomings, such as they were, were compara- 
tively trifling, "and e*en their failings leaned to virtue's sida" 
Beginning with a generous effort to give the simplest rudi- 
ments of an education to the poor and the outcast, ever the 
chief objects of their solicitude, many of the members were 
to the last practically unable to recognize the real wants or 
to sympathize with the advancing demands of the general 
public. The progressive element of the Society was too 
much held in check by these conscientious, well-intentioned, 
conservatives. Chiefly consisting of that valuable class, suc- 
cessful business men, who know how to unite private person- 
al generosity with careful business thrift and economic ex- 
penditure, their sense of responsibility in spending the peo- 
ple's money, and their anxiety to make a comparatively small 
sum benefit the largest possible number, led to a policy to- 
ward their employes which plainly indicated their opinion 
that they had no right to be generous. Yet no one could 
charge them with favoritism; and as the appointing power 
controlled the whole field of the city, decided talent met a 
ready recognition in rapid promotion. As has been justly 
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said by high authority, " They have imposed upon this city 
a debt of gratitude that can ncvei^ be fitly estimated, much 
less repaid. Their inventories, vouchers, documents, and re- 
ports have been properly deposited with the New York His- 
torical Society, but history can never tell how much these 
unostentatious details have contributed to the safety, prosper- 
ity, and glory of this great metropolitan city."* 

' SjxscuUitions as to the possible history of education in the city of New York, 
had the Tublic School Society never been oi^ganizcd, would of coarse be out of 
place in a report, and could not detract from the value of their serricea. As 
a specimen of their work, the compiler would state from his own personal 
knowledge, that in ISSo, in a ninth class of thirty-two boys, there were two 
future judges of the Supreme Court, at least one member of the Legislature, i*. 
City Register, several principals and assistants, and one Assistant City Super- 
intendent of Schools, one clergyman, and three or four highly successful mer- 
chants. Tliese were nearly all sons of men who earned their bread by daily 
toil. Many simihr examples might no doubt bo cited. 
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18G3-1808. 

Beneficial Itcsults of the ConsoHclatioii. — Mcasorcs of the Board. — Infiacnce 
of the licprcscntatircs of the Society. — Depository Sj'stcm. — Extcniioa 
of Normal School System. — SupcrintendeDt*s Powers increased. — Re- 
building of old School-houses. — General Introduction of Music. — ^Effects 
of the recent War on Teachers* Salaries. — Other Expenses of the Board. 
— Patriotic Spirit of the Schools, and of the Community they represent. — 
Amendments of the Law. — Increased Powers of the Board. — Present Con« 
stitution of the Board of Education^ and of the rarions local Bodies. 

The history of the Board of Education during the years 
subsequent to the combination of the two systems of schools is 
not marked by any striking events, or by any bitter religious 
controversy. Though a period of even greater activity than 
any preceding, its vast operations have been quietly carried 
on, and all parts of the system have manifested a steadily in- 
creasing efficiency. 

The beneficial results of the union soon justified the antici- 
pations of a new era in the history of the schools of the city. 
The gentlemen selected by the Society as its representatives 
both in the local boards and in the central one, were trained 
veterans in school matters, and thoroughly understood the im- 
portance of prompt action, and of ingrafting the results of 
their experience ere yet the brief three years of their legal con- 
nection with the schools should terminate. Respected and 
prominent members of the community at large, strong not only 
in their character but in their numbers, and in an essential 
unity of views and purposes, their unquestioned ability and 
long experience at once secured to them a leading influence in 
directing the legislation of the Board. There were now under 
its control, besides the ten corporate schools entitled to partici- 
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pate, the Free Academy, three Normal Schools, forty -six lai^ge 
schools, nearly all having three depaitments each, fifty -six Pri- 
maries, and nine Colored Schools; making, in all, two hundred 
and twenty-four schools, with an aggregate annual attendance 
of nearly forty -four thousand. As one of the first measures, 
the schools were all renumbered, the schools of the Public 
School Society retaining, in most cases, their old numbers, but 
changing their title to Ward Schools, the schools established 
by the Board taking the numbers following. This preserved 
a certain historic identity and continuity, and is one of many 
indications that the Board of Education, the legal successors of 
the Society, was to identify its history with their history, and 
to recognize its origin as in one sense the primal form of their 
own organization. The term Ward School was soon after ex- 
changed for Grammar School. 

Up to this period the several wards had purchased their own 
supplies, all books and other necessary school material being 
furnished to the pupils, as in the Public Schools, free of all ex- 
pense. But the Society had great advantages in the economy 
of supplies, as all were purchased by a special committee, 
and upon requisition made at the general Depository, distrib- 
uted at stated times, and under stringent regulations, to the 
several departmenta The same system was now made gener- 
al. The old Depository in the Trustees' Ilall, now the Ilall 
of the Board, was enlarged and stocked, pass-books for the 
monthly requisitions furnished, each order to be signed by the 
principal of the department, and approved by the proper ward 
officers, and an exact account kept of the supplies furnished, and 
the cost thereof to each school — the amount to be limited by 
a " tariff of supplies" annually furnished as a part of the by- 
laws, and based upon the annual average attendance and the 
general experience as to the quantity of each of the several 
articles required. The order being sent to the Depository- 
clerk, the supplies were delivered at the several schools on a 
day fixed in the by-laws, the city being divided into conven- 
ient districts for the purpose. This valuable and indispensa- 
ble system, applied to every school from the Free College to 
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tbe smallest Primary, remains essentially as it was introduced, 
with such improvements as time and experience have indica- 
ted. 

This reform was one of the first of a series of measures 
acknowledged necessary by general consent, and leading to a 
farther and farther departure from the original Ward School 
system, in which each ward was in nearly every respect inde- 
pendent of all others, and by which, though all drew from the 
common purse, there was no uniformity in the proportionate 
amount expended. 

Another important measure was the enlargement of the 
Normal School accommodations and the passage of by -laws es- 
tablishing a Normal School Committee, and enforcing the at- 
tendance of teachers under conditions analogous, as far as the 
difTcrence of circumstances would admit, to those which had 
previously applied to the Public Schools only. Provision 
was also made for an annual graduation of qualified pupils, 
based upon an examination of the school, conducted by the 
City Superintendent and under the supervision of the com- 
mittee. The attendance soon rose in the Female Saturday 
Normal School from about two hundred to nearly six hun- 
dred, the Male Normal School and the School for Colored 
Teachers receiving proportionate accessions. The term nor^ 
mal, which early attached to these institutions, was not well 
chosen, as no normal instruction was given. They were really 
supplementary schools for teachers who did not hold the high- 
est grade of certificates as to scholarship. In their way, they 
did a good work and continued in existence for several years, 
till their gradually declining numbers, the result, in part, of the 
large graduating classes, and the unpopularity of the coercive 
element, led to their abolition. A year or two's experience, 
however, pointed out the necessity of their restoration; and, in 
a greatly modified form, with a true and growing normal el- 
ement, and the coercive principle applied only to a very lim- 
ited class, they have been reopened with a larger and volun- 
tary attendance, and are doing far more service than ever be- 
fore. They will be again briefly alluded to in this report . 
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A third measure of yet greater importance in its perma- 
nent results was the remodeling of the system of general su- 
pervision by the Superintendent's Department There had 
hitherto been only one such officer with very limited powers^ 
and the peculiar relations of the Boanl of Education to the 
Public School Society had deprived his duties of the full 
measure of their usefulness. A chief Superintendent^ with 
more extended powers, was now appointed, with a proper 
corps of assistants, and provision made for a frequent and 
stated examination into all the minutiae of every school and 
department by the examination of classes of every grade, 
the inspection of the records, the discipline and the sanitary 
condition of the schools, and inquiry as to compliance with 
the by-laws and regulations of the Board. The examina- 
tions, licensing, and grading of teachers were also placed in 
the hands of this important officer. The systematic and 
minute inspection thus provided for has contributed, at Icast^ 
as much as any other agency in advancing and securing the 
high standard of efficiency which now characterizes our city 
schools. 

In consequence of the dilaj)idatcd condition of most of the 
school-houses transferred by the Public School Society, and 
of their general unfitness by size .and construction for the pur- 
poses of a system of education so different from that for which 
they were originally erected, the Board were obliged, through 
a series of years, to expend large sums of money in rebuild- 
ing or remodeling such houses, and thus equalizing as far as 
possible the advantages offered to the citizens in all sections. 
Besides this, the general growth of the city demanded more 
and more school accommodations ; a demand greatly enhanced 
by the gratifying fact that the growth of school attendance 
was vastly in advance of that of the city itself. While, in the 
ten years preceding the union of the two systems, the popula- 
tion of the city had increased sixty per cent, the attendance 
at the common school had increased about one hundred and 
twenty per cent The houses now constructed, whether on 
the old or on new sites, were of substantial and superior char- 
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acter, and possessed of every advantage of arrangement and 
furniture. 

In 1855 piano-fortes were introduced into the Boys' and 
Primary Departments and Primary Schools, having hereto- 
fore been provided in part only for the female departments. 
This step has greatly influenced the discipline of the schools, 
and rendered them pleasant, cheerful, and attractive, besides 
introducing a beneficial vocal training. 

It is not necessary to follow in detail the various measures 
of the Board during the fifteen years following the consolida- 
tion. The era of improvement at that time begun, by no 
means ceased with the years in which it was initiated. On 
the contrary, each succeeding year has witnessed more or 
less of improvement in some one or more departments of 
the service, in no case more decided and general than in 
the one or two years immediately preceding the date of this 
report 

Two very important series of changes, however, demand 
a share of attention — the first of these resulting from the gen- 
eral rise of the prices of labor and all commodities, and the 
second from modifications of the organic law of the schools. 

At the commencement of the recent war, the highest sala^ 
ry paid to any male principal was fifteen hundred, and to the 
female principal eight hundred dollars ; to the various grades 
of assistants, from one thousand down to one hundred and 
fifty dollars. These rates of compensation were less than 
those allowed for corresponding positions in several other 
cities of inferior financial ability, and for services of no higher 
order in schools and classes averaging only from one-half to 
two-thirds the number in attendanca Besides this, even at 
that time the expenses of living in this city were largely in 
advance of those in any other, so that the actual compensation 
was practically much below its seeming proportionate amount 
The cflbcts of the war upon the remuneration of the teachers 
were greatly detrimental. It was not till nearly or quite 
every other form of labor was receiving double its former pay 
that the Board was enabled to increase the compensation of 
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these its faithful scrvaDts. The city bad continued to in- 
crease in population, and the demand for more school accom- 
modation was imperative. Limited for its entire multiform 
expenses to a certain sum, it was not at once in the power of 
the Board to do full justice to its employ^. An increase of 
about twenty, and finally about fifty per cent, was eifected 
during the war, followed quite recently, and for similar and 
pressing reasons, by further advances. The salaries of the 
teachers and janitors of the Grammar and Primary Schools, 
exclusive of the Free Academy, the Evening and the Normal 
Schools, had risen from $703,962 in 1860 to §1,344,865 in 
1865, and to $1,603,018 in 1867, or nearly 128 per cent A 
part of this increase was due to the increase of the num- 
ber of teachers from 1548 in 1860 to' 2514 in 1867; but 
the chief cause was the generally and justly advanced com- 
pensation of all grades of instructors, whose individual sal- 
aries even yet, vast as they are in the aggregate, are by no 
means beyond a reasonable rate, as an inspection of the table 
will show.' 

The same general cause has affected in an equal, and in 
some cases in even a greater degree, the other necessary ex- 
penses of the Board. The greater number of schools and of 
pupils taught accounts, in part, for the advance, but the gen- 
eral rise of prices is its chief element The whole number 
taught in 1860 was 153,582 ; in 1867, 208,620— an increaseof 
over 36 per cent ; while the sworn average attendance for 1860 
was 58,505, that for 1867 was 90,183 — an increase of over 54 
per cent It may be remarked incidentally, that a compari- 
son of these figures, and especially the very much greater pro- 
portionate increase in the attendance, is testimony of the 
highest order as to that steady and quiet advance in the effi- 
ciency of the system which has already been referred to as 
characterizing this period in the history of the Board. 

The total cost of books and other supplies furnished has 
in like manner been enhanced, even after making all due al- 
lowance for the increased number of pupils. The supplies 

* See Br-law on Tcachcn* Salaries. 
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are obtiincd, as by law provided, " bj contract, proposals for 
which shall be advertised for the period of at least two weeks.'* 
The supplies for 1860 for all the various schools cost $73,845, 
while in 1867 they amounted to $184,370, being au increase 
of $110,525, or nearly 150 per cent 

This is not the place for a complete exhibit such as could 
readily be made of the application of the same law and cause 
of increase to every other department of the expenditures^ 
The enhanced prices of the real estate from time to time need- 
ed for school sites ; the great advances brought about by so 
many causes in the price of labor and materials employed in 
construction of new school buildings, and in the extensive 
repairs, additions, and alterations found necessary in furnish- 
ing more and more room in the old ones ; the supply of fuel, 
and the many incidental expenses of the Board — each and 
all of these has felt the eifects of the general financial condi- 
tion of the country, and has unavoidably and greatly increased 
the aggregate expenditure ; so that while the sum raised for 
school purposes in 1860 amounted to $1,278,781, it had risen 
in 1867 to $2,892,393. 

Should we add to the expenditures of 1860 as much as 54 
per cent, the proportion of increased attendance, the cost of 
the schools in 1867 at the rates of 1860 would have amount- 
ed to $1,969,323. Subtracting this from the actual expend- 
iture for 1867, and we have $923,070 as the increase due to 
advanced prices and compensation, an estimate which is evi- 
dently too low, as the difTcrenco in teachers' and janitors' 
wages alone in the years 1862 and 1868 amounts to no less 
than $902,620— the total expense for 1868 not materially dif- 
fering from the amount raised in 1867. Should we, however, 
add only 36 per cent, the rate of increase in the whole num- 
ber taught, there would remain $1,153,251 increase due to 
the advance of the prices and compensation of 1867 over 1860 
— of which, as we have seen, about $900,000 is due to the in- 
crease of salaries of teachers and janitors' alone. 

This subject has here been briefly considered on account 
of its prominence and importance among matters of educa- 
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tional interest, as exhibiting the financial effects of the mrar 
upon our Public School system. 

In the multiplied duties \vbich during the war devolved 
upon the various classes of citizens of the republic, we are 
proud to know that our schools and their teachers were not 
less zealous than those of any other community in our land. 
Many of our teachers and older pupils, in every military 
rank from private to general, hazarded or lost life or limb to 
maintain the integrity of their country. Long, indeed, is the 
sad yet glorious roll of names rendered forever sacred by the 
seal of their blood. The cannon-shot of Sumter awoke no 
louder echoes throughout our land than those that reverber- 
ated through the streets of the metropolis. K"o one who wit- 
nessed the enthusiasm of the memorable three days which 
succeeded, could ever doubt the loyalty and patriotism of the 
masses of our citizens. Each volunteer regiment had its full 
proportion of young men recently from our common schools, 
and fired with the spirit of patriotic devotion which they 
Lave ever inculcated.' And when the time came, as come 
full soon it did, that little hearts and little fingers had sad 
and loving work to do for the brave men who had been 
stricken down by the iron storm, or by the exposures of camp 
and field life, the grand army of school-boys and school- 
girls of the city of New York, under their teachera' guidance 
and example, did their full share in a spirit of love and grat- 
itude, and of tender sympathy and self-denying and patriotic 
devotion, that gave sure indication of the soundness of their 
training in the schools of the people, and which will yet bear 
precious fruit in the long years to come. In sanitary fairs, 
in hospital contributions and services, in comforts and con- 
veniences for the camp and the march, and in all their obli- 
gations and duties to the defenders of their country, our 

' In the first regiment that started from the city the compiler recognized 
over thirty yoang men who were personally known to him as onco pupils in 
the city schools, and aftcr\.*ard saw qaitc as large a proiwrtion in other rcgi- 
roents. Many other old teachers saw in the same regiments equal or greater 
nnmhers who had once been under their instruction. 
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scliools bore their full part and were a ready and ever- 
willing organization for generous collections of money and 
materials from every class in the community. No one could 
sec the nation's flag waving over every school edifice, and 
tlicir rooms dressed with the same sacred emblem, all at their 
own expense and at their own demand — no one could visit 
the morning assemblages in their large halls, and hear hun- 
dreds of young voices singing, with no feigned lips, hymns 
and songs of patriotic devotion — no one could become famil- 
iar with the earnest spirit manifested by these institutions, 
without being convinced that, in the grand lessons of love 
of country, they abundantly repaid all their cost, and that 
by these more than by any other agency was the future con- 
tinuance of the republic to be secured. 

The second of the scries of changes already referred to are 
those arising from modifications of the organic law of the 
school system of the city. The Act of 1842, and the various 
subsequent amendments, left the powers of the several orders 
of school ofiiccrs somewhat indefinite or conflicting. An ap- 
plication of the general state law established each ward as an 
independent district ; and while it conferred on the Board of 
Education power to make general rules and regulations, it 
did not so sharply define its prerogatives as to enable it to 
compel compliance. Though many improvements were made 
and general regulations enacted especially after the combina- 
tion of the two systems of schools, yet whatever of compli- 
ance there was arose chiefly from an experience of their ne- 
cessity, and from the marked good sense manifested by most 
of the local boards. 

The power of appointment and dismissal of teachers, of pro- 
(^curing supplies, of assigning salaries, of granting holidays, of 
controlling expenditures for repairs, cleaning, building, fuel, 
and nearly every other form of outlay, all these were claimed 
both by the Ward Boards and by the Board of Edopation, 
and led to much confusion and irregularity, and to great in- 
equalities in the dtstribtttion of nd vantages to different sec- 
tions of the city, though alL wciq sustained-^ the common 
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treasury. Some boards were nearly or quite indifferent as to 
the interests committed to their charge, while others, by vari- 
ous means, obtained undue advantages. The members of the 
Board of Education itself being ex officio members of the 
boards in their several wards, naturally looked more to the 
local interests which they specially represented than to those 
more general ones for which they were nominally chosen. 
The powers confided to the inspectors, though seemingly 
very extensive and searching, were really nullified by the 
fact that they were powerless to effect any reforms or to ex- 
ert any check upon the expend i t u r es of the local boards, had 
they seen fit to attempt it. In some few sections members 
of the local boards treated their teachers with great injustice, \ 
or were guilty of gross irregularities, the exposure of which 
not only brought the just indignation of the community upon 
the few who deserved it, but also involved in unmerited oblo- 
quy or unjust suspicion men of a far different stamp, whose 
duties had ever been uprightly and wisely performed, and 
who were entitled, by their uncompensated labors, to the 
respect and gratitude of all good citizens. Of course, the en- 
emies of the system and a class of reckless writers for the 
public journals made the most of these scandals, and contrived 
to leave in a great number of minds an impression that evils, 
which were really exceptional and local, were more or less 
general. Yet the system under which such irregularities 
could arise was evidently in fault, and, in consequence, vari- 
ous successive amendments were made to the school law, con- 
ferring upon the Board of Education more definite power to 
remedy such abuses by the prompt dismission of the offend- 
ers — a power which they have not hesitated promptly to use 
in all cases where their interference was needed. 

Ou the 25th of April, 1864, the Legislature passed an act 
which has already done very much to bring the entire system 
into full harmony and unity, and to remove nearly all, and 
certainly the chief sources of difficulty. The lower business 
wards, having a few cimall schools, with a limited number of 
pupils, had heretofore been equally represented in the Board 
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of Education witli wards tbat educated several thousands of 
cbildren. This inequality, as well as the injurious identifi- 
cation of tlic members of the Board with tlie several boards 
of trustees, was removed by dividing the city into seven 
school districts of nearly equal school population, each of 
which sends three commissioners to the Board of Education. 
Those commissioners hold olTice for three years, one going out 
of office, and his successor being elected each year. The 
Board, therefore, consists of twenty-one members, instead of 
the previous cumber of forty-four, or two from each ward. 
This smaller number is a decided gain, in the efficiency of 
its working, while at the same time the members being no 
longer ex officio members of the local boards, are not so closely 
idoutilied with narrow local interests. The extension of the 
term of office from two years to three, and the loss of only 
one-third of ilie Board at the end of each year, insures an ex- 
l)CTicnccd majority in all its deliberations. 

The local boards of trustees were in the same manner 
improved by being reduced from eigtt members — ten, with 
the two commissioners— to five, one elected each year, and 
holding office for five years. 

The inspectors, clothed with new and enlarged powers and 
made equal in number to the commissioners, hold office for 
the same time, and represent corresponding districts ; but in 
place of being elected by the people, are nominated by the 
mayor, and elected by the Board of Education. 

An abstract of the law will be found in this report, and 
to this reference is made for the details of the organizattoa 
and powers both of the central and local boards. 



N 
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XIV. 

THE RELIGIOUS QUESTION. 

Religious tcacliing in tlie Dutch Period. — Purposes of the Free School Society 
at its Foundation. — Influence of the Friends. — Voluntary Association of 
fifty Ladies. — Religious Census of Schools. — Special moral Instruction 
ordered in 1819.— Visit of Moflit and Somraerfleld in 1820.— Address 
of MoiBt. — Non-sectarian Catechism and Scripture Lessons. — Bethel 
Biiptist Church, and the Controverey of 1822. — Controversy of 1832, and 
Admission of Orphan Asylums to Participation. — Controversy of 
1840-'42. — Remarkable Excitement. — E.Kpnrgation of School-books. — 
Law of 1S42 establishes the Board of Education. — ^Thc present Condition 
of the Question. 

TiiE Dutch colouists, as wc have already seen, made relig- 
ious sectarian teaching an essential part of the work of their 
public school. " The Ileidelbcrg Catechism, the Articles of 
Eeligion, and instruction in the Holy Scriptures," claimed 
equal attention with reading and writing. The school of the 
Reformed Dutch Church has of course continued to teach its 
distinctive faith; and in the latter half of the nineteenth cen- 
tury follows, as the " good old way," the custom established 
early in the seventeenth. 

The subject of special religious instruction to children on 
the ordinary school-days of the week first became a matter 
of importance, so far as the design of this report is concerned, 
upon the establishment of the Free School Society in 1805. 
The historic and legal position of this society, as the prede- 
cessor, the associate, and finally, though briefly, as an organic 
part of the Board of Education, the long period during which 
it represented all there was of instruction at the public ex- 
pense, and more especially the successive struggles in which 
it was forced to engage in defending or enforcing its views on 
this subject as well a^ the influence which partly, through the 
force of traditional usage, it continued to exert upon many of 
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our city schools long after its own legal existence had termi- 
nated, all these and yet other considerations, give this society 
great prominence in a review of the development of the prin- 
ciples underlying the question of i*eligiou3 instruction in the 
Common Schools. 

It has already been noticed that the original title of the so- 
ciety implied the importance of religious and moral instruc- 
tion — " for the education of such poor children as do not be- 
long to any religious society." The well known character 
of the founders is itself enough to assure us that such instruc- 
tion was an essential part of their scheme. In the first ad- 
dress to the public, dated May 18, 1805, and nearly a year 
before tlie opening of their first school, they say, " It is pro- 
posed, also, to establish on the first day of the week a school, 
called a Sunday School, more particularly for such children 
as, from peculiar circumstances, are unable to attend on other 
days of the week. In this, as in the common (week-day) 
school, it will be a primary object, without observing the pe- 
culiar forms of any religious society, to inculcate the sublime 
truths of religion and morality contained in the Iloly Scrip- 
tures."* The adoption of the Lancasterian sj'stem seems to 
have led to the abandonment of the Sabbath School enterprise 
as originally projected ; but under the limitations set forth 
in their prospectus, the religious element was introduced into 
the schools actually established, and ever remained a " prima- 
ry object" in the labors of the Society. The variety of relig- 
ious sentiment represented by its members, and perhaps, to 
some extent, the preponderating influence of the Friends, re- I 
duced the religious devotional exercises to the simple reading I 
of a portion of the Bible to the whole school at the opening 
of the morning session, the use of the sacred volume or of the 
New Testament by the pupils as a reading-book being also 
introduced as a part of the regular work of each day. 

It was no doubt felt by many pious persons who con- 
tributed to the support of the Society that this was fiir from 
sufficient for the great purposes of positive religious training; 

' Signed by Do Witt Clinton and the entire Roard of Trnstcct. 

G 
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Accordingly, " on tbc suggestion, and to meet the wishes of 
numerous well-meaning individuals," an arrangement was 
made by wliich a voluntary association of fifty or more ladies 
from tbc various religious denominations met in the school- 
room on Tuesday afternoon of each week and gave instruc- 
tion from the catechisms of their various churches, the pupils 
being grouped according to the ascertained preferences of 
their parents. For this purpose a census of the pupils ac- 
cording to their religious connections seems to have been 
taken in each of the years during which this arrangement 
continued, until the wide extension of Sabbath Schools in 
the year 1816 led to the abandonment of the whole plan.' 
During its continuance the children were required to meet 
at the school-room on Sunday morning, and upon being di- 
vided into the proper groups, marched, under care of moni- 
tors selected from among them for that purpose, to such places 
of worship as had been designated by their parents or guard- 
ians.' 

In 1819, in pursuance of their design of assisting to form 
proper habits, and of preventing the adoption of injurious or 
immoral ones, the trustees, by resolution, ordered " that the 
children be taught once a week to repeat some suitable pas- 
sages out of tracts on the subject of the destructive use of ar- 
dent spirits; and in order that this may not be omitted, it is 
directed to be inserted in the by-laws." This was followed 
by a widely-circulated address to parents and guardians 
abounding with moral and religious advice both for them- 



' The nambcr of children cdocated in the pccnliar tenets of each religiooi 
commanity u, at the present time, as follows: 

rre'bytrrtiiDt 271 

Kpit<«|lAHMU 1^ 

McthodUu 172 



The report for 1815 gircs: 

PmbylerlaiM SUSS 

Mnthodli^t 175 

KpiiioopalUiiM IGO 



lUptbti 119 

Dutch Chnreh 4t 

UdTOJin Catholie • 

From tkt Sinth Attnwd Report^ 1814. 



ItoptiPii 144 

noman Catholki. 57 

Dutch Charch 8S 



* " In cases where an attendance at school previous to going to ehnndi is 
particularly inconrenient, liberty has been given for the children to attend 
public worship in company with their parents or guardians.** — Rejwri of 
1815. 
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selves and their cbiklren, particularly urging the duties of 
cleanliness and temperance, and setting forth the importance 
of the Scrij^turcs as the rule of life, of the observance of the 
Sabbath, and the attendance of the children upon the Sab- 
bath Schools. 

In 1820, the Rev. Messrs. Moflit and Sommerfield, of En- 
gland, being in this country on a religious tour, visited, at- 
tended by a special committee, the several schools of the So- 
ciety ; and soon after the pupils of all their schools, with their 
teachers and monitors, being assembled to the number of 
2300 in the large Baptist Church in Mulberry Street^ were 
again addressed by ifr. Moffit as seemed to him suitable to 
the occasion. Their experience in this instance seems to 
have convinced the Society that they had overstepped the 
bounds of prudence ; for an application for like privileges to 
those that had been granted to Mr. Moffit having been made 
by one Thaddeus Osgood, a travelling missionary, and proba- 
bly a Quaker, it was promptly refused, and no further similar 
occurrence appears in all the subsequent minutes of the Socie- 
ty. Their own efforts to confer moral and religious benefits 
upon their pupils, however, by no means ceased ; two thou- 
sand copies of the Universal Non-sectarian Catechism bcing^ 
purchased for use in the schools, and at the same time a book 
entitled the Scripture Lessons, a compilation for the schools 
of Russia, and which had also been used in England, was 
adopted as a reading-book for some of the advanced classes. I 
This plan of using a catechism was soon abandoned, and never ] 
resumed. ^ 

The first serious controversy in which the Society became 
involved arose in the year 1822 on a question as to the par- 
ticipation of certain denominational schools in the distribution 
of the interest of the Common School Fund, and is so im- 
portant, from the principles evolved in the wide discussion 
to which it gave rise, that it is desirable to trace it to its 
origin. 

On the 2d of April, 1805, the same year in which the Free 
School Society was founded, the Legislature passed an act 
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providing that the net proceeds of 500,000 acres of the vacant 
and unappropriated lands of the people of this state, which 
should be first thereafter sold bj the surveyor-general, should 
be appropriated as a permanent fund for the support of Com* 
mon Schools ; the avails to be safely invested until the in- 
terest should amount to $50,000, when an annual distribution 
of that amount should be made to the several school districts; 
This act laid the foundation of the present fund for the sup? 
port of Common Schools* This fund was further added to 
by the proceeds of certain bank stocks, and of the lotteries 
authorized by the Act of 1803. 

On the 19th of -June, 1812, an act was passed establishing 
Common Schools in the state, and provision made in accord- 
ance with the Act of 1805 for the distribution of the interest of 
the fund. There were at this time, as we have already seen, 
several societies engaged in educating the poor ; and on the 
12th of March, 1813, a law was passed " directing that the 
portion of the School Fund received by the city and county 
of New York shall bo apportioned and paid to the trustees 
of the Free School Society, the trustees or treasurers of the Or- 
phan Asylum Society, the Society of the Economical School,' 
the African Free School, and ofsxicJi incorporated religions so- 
cieties in said city as supported or should establish charity scliools 
who might apply for the same."* Tlie distribution was to be 
in the proportion of the nuuibcr of pupils onjregistcr. Under 
the provisions of this law, which was confined in its opera- 
tion to the city of New York, and had no parallel in any 
other portion of the state, several religious bodies drew a cer- 
tain share of the School Fund, either for new schools or for 
those previously established. In 1820 the Bethel Baptist 
Church, in Delancy Street, opened a school which, like the 
others, was admitted to participation. 

Meanwhile the scliools of the Free School Society had in- 

' Common School System of the State of New York, bf Sb S. KandaH. 
' The Economical School was a school for the children of refagoes from the 
West Indies. In 1822 it reported ninetv-fevcn pupils on register. 
' The first distribution of the School Fund was in 1S15. 
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creased from the two which were in existence at the date of 
the Law of 1813 to four — the school No. 4 having been open- 
ed in May, 1819. The rigid economy practiced by the Soci- 
ety, and the comparative smallncss of the expense per schol- 
ar in large schools on the Lancastcrian plan, had, as early as 
1816, the second year in which a distributioa was made, left 
them an unexpended surplus, a special provision of the law 
of distribution being that it should be expended ybr ieachera^ 
tcagcs onbj. Justly anticipating a wide extension of their 
sphere of usefulness, the trustees in 1817 applied for and 
obtained the passage of a special law in their favor, per- 
mitting the expenditure of their surplus in new buildings, 
or in the education of masters on the Lancasterian plan. 
This exclusive privilege was then understood to be granted^ 
them, because the Society, having been organized for the sdU 
purposes of education, it was believed would ever hold its 
buildings and property sacred to that object, and consequent- 
ly no perversion of the state fund could ever be apprehend- / 
ed in the use of an appropriation designed to extend the j 
education of the poor in the metropolis of the state. As 
has been stated. No. 3 was opened in 1818, No. 4 in 1819, 
and arrangements were made for No. 5 in 1822. 

Early in this year, the Bethel Baptist Church, through 
their energetic pastor, the Rev. Jonathan Chase, again sought 
the Legislature, and obtained powers for that organization 
similar to those already granted to the Free School Society ; 
that is, power to expend any surplus in erecting new build- 
ings and opening them for schools.* A second, and soon 
after a third school were opened by the Baptist Society, and 
other religious bodies prepared to follow their example; 

The Free School Society soon gave expression to the 
alarm felt by them in common with a large portion of the 
citizens, while many others, and more especially of the Dutch' 
and the Episcopal churches, made common cause with the • 
Baptists. A warm controversy arose, and soon involved the 
whole question as to the propriety of the participation of any 

' See Table on foHowing page. 



102 



HISTORY OF PUBLIC EDUCAWOK. 



religious sectarian school. On the one band it was claimed 
that the Free School Society had come to be a monopoly in 
the absorption of the public funds, and in all that related to 
the education of the ix)or ; that by the law of the state, as by 
common right, each religious body was entitled to its propor- 
tionate share in the School Fund for the education of the 
children of the several congregations, and that buildings 
erected by them for school purposes were no more liable or 
likely to be turned to other and non-legitimate uses than id 
the case of the Free School Society itself. On the other hand 
it was contended that if the Society was in any such sense a 
monopoly, it was one of which every citizen had a legal right 
/ to become a member, and that such general participation in its 
[ rights, duties, and government was earnestly solicited ; that 
the distribution of the limited amount of the School Funds 
among many societies deprived it of very much of its useful- 
ness by rendering a thorough economy impossible, the result 
being a large number of poor schools, under poorly paid, and 
therefore inefiicicnt teachers ; and that a true regard for tho 
public interests required the most careful confmement of ex- 
penditure to as few channels as were consistent with the rights 
of all concerned; and that as to the possibility^ of the perver- 

The following tabic exhibits the distribution of the School Fund in the 
city of New York in 1822: 
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sion of tho property acquired by religious bodies through 
their unexi)ended balances of the school money, tho facts in 
the special case justified all their fears in this particular. It 
was also declared that the Board of Trustees were ready, on 
behalf of the Society, to assist in procuring the passage of a 
law that should render their property inalienably and sacred- 
ly pledged for the avowed object of their institution, while 
the schools themselves should be placed under the general 
supervision of the Common Council as the direct representa- 
tives of tho people, and that the Society would gladly unite 
with their fellow-citizens in any general plan for the efficient 
extension of the monitorial S3'stcm. 

A memorial was therefore presented to the Legislature of 
1823, asking for a repeal of the law granting privileges to the 
Baptist Church, so far at least as relateci^to the expenditure 
of surplus monej's, and for an amendment of tho law relative 
to the distribution of the School Fund, so as to prevent any) 
religious society entitled to a participation in tho fund from 
drawing for any other than the poor children of their respect- / 
ive congregations. Owing to the lateness of the session, and 
a want of knowledge as to the facts of tho case, no further 
progress was made than the passage of a resolution requir- 
ing the Superintendent of Common Schools to report in de- 
tail the expenditure of the school money, and the manner of 
its appropriation by the various societies receiving it 

The general results of this investigation are given in the 
19th Annual Report of the Society, and would seem fully to 
justify the alarm fjlt, and the measures taken in regard to 
the alleged evils. 

It is stated in this report that some 800 children had been 
induced by various means to leave Free School No. 3 in Hud- 
son Street and attend Bethel School No. 3 in Vandam Street; 
that since by tho law each society participated in proportion, 
not to the average attendance, but to tho number on register, 
the Bethel Society had taken undue advantages — their re- 
ported register being 1547, while the whole number present 
at inspection was only 886 ; that one school drew money for 
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a register of 450, yet could possibly accommodate only 300; 
that being allowed to expend the surplus, after paying teach* 
ers, in buildiug more school-houses, the cheapest sort of teach- 
ers had been provided, although nominally at salaries equal 
to those paid by the Free School Society, both sets of schools 
being conducted on the monitorial system ; that teacher Buyee 
of No. 1 testified that he signed an agreement for a salary of 
$900 with the understanding that he was to pay $450 of it 
over to Mr. Chase ; that the teacher of No. 2 got $600, and 
agreed to return $200 as a " donation ;" that by such means 
Mr. Chase and the Bethel Baptist Church received some 
$2300 per annum, and at the same time brought the Lancas- 
terian system into ill-deserved repute by the shocking inef&* 
ciency of its management ; that by funds so accumulated a 
building was being erected, the basement of which, dark and 
ill-ventilated, was to be the school provided by law> while 
the upper and better portion was to be devoted to church 
purposes ; and that, owing to the success of the Baptists, other 
religious societies were preparing to follow their example. 

They also state with great force that, having for years 
urged their pupils to attend Sabbath Schools for religious in- 
struction, they are pained to find those schools now made the 
means and opportunity of urging children to abandon the 
Free Schools altogether; thus leading off large numbers of 
pupils, who, in their turn, naturally persuaded away others 
of their school-mates, and that in this manner these sectarian 
schools, supported by the public money, are made a most 
convenient means of proselyting. As a conclusive test of 
the results of the moral training given by the Free Schools, 
they assert that, although in eighteen years they had instruct- 
ed 20,000 poor children, only one of these had been traced to 
a criminal court The primary object of denominational 
schools being not a literary but a religious sectarian education, 
the consequences of such training are the inevitable sharpen- 
ing of the lines dividing sects, the systematio sowing in the 
young mind of those germs of conscientious antagonism 
which had so often ripened into a harvest of blood, and the 
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destruction of Common Schools the only common ground in 
which the future citizens of the republic could from their 
childhood learn to know and respect each other. To do this^ 
at all was a grievous evil ; to do it at the expense of the ( 
public, whose future harmony was thus, however remotely, \ 
imperiled, was an oiTcnsc against the fundamental principles 
of the republic itseld 

These considerations induced the Free School Society 
again to apply to the Legislature in 1824 " that the religious 
societies might be restricted to what was justly deemed the 
obvious intention of the act providing for their participation 
in the School Fund. To a bill prepared for that purpose, 
they obtained the sanction of the city Ciorporation, who, after 
a full examination of the subject and mature deliberation, 
unanimously adopted it, and memorialized for its enactment" 
Several religious societies also indorsed the memorial of the 
Free School Society. The finaLnction of tlie_L egislature | 
seems to havcjaken all parties by surprise. Instead of them-f 
selves deciding any of the questions involved, they passed? 
an act transferring the whole subject of the local distribution' 
of the School Fund to the Common Council of the city of 
New York, with full powers to make such assignment as thevj 
might deem just and expedient* ^ 

This transfer of the duty of the decision to the Common 
Council led, as may well be supposed, to a most important and 
exciting scries of debates in that body, and before the special 
committee which took charge of the subject The best talent 
the city afforded was represented on both sides; the discuadon 
took a far wider range than was originally proposed, and the 
respective parties were fully and patiently heard before this fin- 
al tribunal. " The grounds on which the restriction was now 
advocated were, that the intention of the Law of 1813, grant- 

' Tho minutes and committco reports of the Society maVe mention in sever* 
a1 places of the strength and activity of tho opposing '*lobhy,'*and particalor- 
ly name the Rcr. Messrs. Chase, Wainwrif^ht, Matthews, Milnor, Onderdonk« 
and some others, representing the Dutch, Baptbf, and Episcopal dmrches, at 
opposed to the cfibrts of Ratgers, Joy, C. D. Coldcn, and 8. Allen. 
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ing the church schools a portion of the funds, was solely for 
the education of tlieir own pooi\ never contemplating an ex- 
tension of their schools that would at all interfere with those 
of the Free School Society, the design of which was solely 
the extension of common schools, and especially for the poor. 
It was considered further that the principles that had hereto- 
fore guided all legislation on this subject were infringed, and 
a fund designed for civil purposes diverted to the support 
of religious institutions, contrary to the spirit of the acknowl- 
edged principles of our Government, which has ever left re- 
ligion to be sustained by voluntary contributions, and the in- 
dividual effort and patronage of its own votaries." The com- 
mittee, " deeming that the School Fund of the state was pure- 
ly of a civil character, designed for civil purposes, and that 
the intnisting of it to religious or ecclesiastical bodies was 
a violation of an elementary principle in the politics of the 
state and country," reported " against distributing any portion 
of the School Fund to the schools of religious societies," and 
in 1825 introduced an ordinance, which was inHtnimoushj 
adopted, directing the distribution to be made to the " Free 
School Society, Mechanics' Society, the Orphan Asylum So- 
ciety, and the trustees of the African Schools."* 

No further agitation of the question of the participation 
of religious denominational schools in the distribution of the 
School Fund occurred for about ten years. The period 
from 1822 to 1832 witnessed, as we have seen, extensive 
changes in the organization, management, discipline, general 
object, and even the name of the schools as well as that of the 
Society itself. The Free Schools had become pay schools, 
and then "Public Schools," and the Society was now the 
" Public School Society." Its income had greatly increased, 
while its field of labor had even outrun its means of support 
The four schools of 1822 had now become twelve, in nearly 
every one of which was a large and flourishing Primary De- 
partment ; and two other buildings equally commodious were 

' Tho schools and societies cut off by this ordinance may be seen by consolt- 
ing tho list of participators in 1822 already given. 
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ill contemplation, having been demanded by citizens of cer- 
tain parts of the rapidly-expanding community. 

It will also be remembered that in 1829 tho Legislature/^ 
in response to a remarkable petition from a laigc portion of / 
the tax-paying citizens, had granted for the support of the '; 
schools an annual levy of one-eightieth of one per cent on the 
assessed value of city property, which was only one-fourth of 
the amount asked for, the remaining three-fourths having 
been omitted through the agency of the Common Council.^ 
In 1831 an eflbrt was again made to obtain the full amount 
originally asked for by the five thousand memoralists. The 
Common Council, by the legislation growing out of the Bap- 
tist controversy, and through the Commissioners of the Com- 
mon School Fund, were now the a<;ent3 in its distribution. 
In compliance with the request of the Society, they pre- 
sented a memorial to the Legislature in 1831, but inserted a 
clause providing that the proceeds of the additional three- 
eightieths of one per cent " shall be and remain under the | 
immediate and SiAe control of the Common Council."' The So- ' 
ciety, alarmed at this new phase of aflfiiirs, made earnest ef- 
forts to have this provisional clause stricken out, in the belief 
that it was certain to lead to a diversion of the funds from 
their legitimate purposes. While the matter was still unset- 
tled, formal application was made to the Common Council by 
the Roman Catholic Benevolent Society for their Orphan 
As3'lum, and by the Methodist Episcopal Church in behalf of 
their charity schools for renewed admission to a participation 
in the school moneys. The petition in relation to the Orphan • 
Asylum was favorably entertained by the Corporation, and 
referred to a committee before whom the Trustees of the Pub- 
lic School Society appeared as remonstrants, at the same time, 
through an address which was published in nearly all the 
newspapers, appealing to the general publia ^ 

They alleged that the lloman Catholic Benevolent Society 
was a close corporation, all of its members being necessarily 
Catholics ; that the education they gave was strictly sectarian, 



'See page 57. 
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and that if they were admitted' to participate in the School 
Fund persons who had conscientious scruples against such 
a measure would he forced to contribute ; and that such taxes 
were in fact, and to all intents and purposes, ////te^ ; that the 
decision of 1825 had been thought to be final, and proceeded 
from the conviction that the school moneys ought not to be 
diverted, in whole or in part, to purposes of sectarian instruc* 
tion, but should be kept sacred to the great object emphatical- 
ly called " Common Education," and that for these reasons not 
only the Roman Catholic Society, but other equally benevolent 
societies, among them the highly meritorious Female Associ« 
ation, had been excluded from any share in the funds; that 
[t was not in their special favor that they were willing to re- 
ceive all orphans of every sect, similar willingness being man- 
ifested by all church schools, and, however well-intentioned, 
_jvould be only a means of proselyting at the public expense, 
and that the sympathy naturally felt by every humane mind 
for their state of orphanage did not change the principle in re- 
gard to a school confessedly sectarian ; that the high character, 
interest, and manifest usefulness of the Roman Catholic Asy- 
lum call upon the benevolent for its generous support, but only 
by voluntary contributions^ and not by compulsory levies. 

By the friends of the Asylum it was argued that the right 
of their orphans to the advantages of the school moneys was 
in every way equal to that of the inmates of the New York 
Orphan Asylum, who had for years enjoyed the benefits 
which the state thus provided for her needy and helpless lit- 
tle ones, and whose claim no one had thought of disputing ; 
that if it were true that the institution whoso rights they 
sought was in any sense a sectarian school, the same was 
practically and really true of the other asylum which was in- 
I .. deed popularly known and designated as the Protestant Or- 
^ phan Asylum. Its school-books and its religious exercises 
were, in several important particulars, distinctively Protestant, 
as was also its management, although the membership of the 
Society was ostensibly open to all ; that the petitioners did 
not seek to take from these friendless ones the bounty which 
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the State had so wisely and in such Christian spirit provided, 
but only to have another and equally necessitous gathering 
of homeless children admitted to the same privileges. 

They also urged that these little ones, and all such as they, 
though orphans, had equal rights with other children in the 
benefits provided for all, and that, if any distinction was to be 
made, the loss of their parents and their generally destitute 
condition really gave them greater claims than any other 
class u]x)n the means provided for fitting them for a self-sus- 
taining citizenship ; that their orphanage could not cause a 
loss of their rights ; that having now no other home, and 
no natural protectors to claim these rights for them, the So- 
ciety was their only remaining means of so doing ; that it was 
not asked that the chief burden, the cost of their maintenanoei 
should be furnished from the public coiTers, for they were al- 
ready housed, clothed, fed, attended in sickness, and had every 
bodily want supplied by those " volunianj conirihutions " of the 
benevolent, which, as had been alleged by their opponents, 
were necessary for their general support, but that in the mat^ ' 
ter of education the pecuniary means were already provided y 
for them, as for all others, by the whole community, and that 
they now looked to the Common Council as their civil guard- 
ians, to see that these benefits were no longer withheld. ^ 

The claims of the Asylum prevailed ; the Committee of 
the Common Council, while directly acknowledging the sound- 
ness of the cardinal principles of the ordinance of 1825, could 
not but feel that the peculiar character of an orpha n asylum 
rendered a dcparturcTrom tlie stringent and literal application 
of these principles a moral and obvious necessity. Such in* 
stitutions were therefore to be considered as exceptions to the 
general rule ; and the committee having reported according- 
ly, their report was adopted, and the Society admitted to par- 
ticipation in the school moneys. At the same time the Com- 
mon Council compromised with the Public School Society 
and its friends by striking out of the pending enactment the 
clause relative to the sole control of the large additional tax 
of three-eightieths of one per cent., and the act passed the 
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Legislature, directing these new funds into the old channels 
of distribution. 

The Methodists now renewed their claim in behalf of 
such orphan children as were attending their church schools, 
and were again opposed by the Public School Society ; but 
the Common Council, by a unanimous vote^ decided that ex- 
ceptions to the fundamental rule could only be made in the 
case of those who had no other home than an asylum, and 
the claim was accordingly rejected. 

Meanwhile the trustees continued their elTorts to induce 
their pupils to attend the various Sabbath Schools, a census 
of the schools having frequently been taken to determine the 
proportion so attending.' Persuaded also that there was a 
great middle ground upon which all believers in a divine 
revelation could harmoniously stand, they again endeavored 
to introduce some degree of systematic religious training in 
their own schools free — in their opinion — from all offensive 
sectarian bias. Toward the close of 1838 a committee was 
appointed " to report upon the expediency of introducing 
into all the schools suitable books setting forth in concise 
terms the fundamental truths of the Christian religion free 
from sectarian bias ; also special articles upon the moral code 
upon which the good order and welfare of society are based, 
the subsUincc of which shall be committed to memory by the 
pupils." The committee reported favorably as to the gen- 
eral measure, but again urged that " special care must be 
taken to avoid any instruction of a sectarian character; but 
the teachers shall embrace every favorable opportunity of 
inculcating the general truths of Christianity, and the pri- 
mary importance of practical religious and moral duty, as 
founded on the precepts of the Holy Scriptures.*' 

No practical application seems to have been found feasi- 
ble of that part of the resolution which refers to the intro- 
duction of suitable books, probably from a difficulty of find- 
ing or originating such as would meet the requirements. 

' Of an Average attendincc of nearly 1C,000 in the year 1838, onlj 3337 
ore reported as not attending Sabbath SchooL 
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Early in 1840 the Trustees of the Catholic Free Schools 
made application to the Common Council, in whose hands 
the law still vested the distribution of the school moneys^ for 
a proportionate share in the distribution. The earnestness, 
respectability, and powerful influence of the applicants, the 
large number of these schools, the certainty of their rapid 
extension with the growth of the city, and equal certainty 
that the success of this application involved that of all other 
sectarian schools, and the consequent overthrow of the 
" Common " School system, gave to the new controversy, 
which immediately arose, an importance superior to any that 
had preceded it The remarkable talent engaged on both 
sides, the interesting and exciting debates which took place 
before and in the several deliberative bodies to which the 
subject was in turn referred, and the many and important so- 
cial, political, and religious interests involved in the discus- 
sion, render it impossible within the limits of this report 
to do more than make brief reference to the subject^ the 
most essential points having been already stated in the 
eleventh chapter in reciting the origin of the Board of Edu- 
cation. The intensity and extent of the excitement pro- 
duced in the public mind, as indicated by the utterances of 
the public prints, of the pulpits, and of the many meetings 
of citizens called to consider and act upon what was gen- 
erally felt to be a question of the first order of importance, 
have been already alluded to in a previous portion of this 
communication. 

The application for participation was followed by a re- 
monstrance from the Public School Society, copies of this and 
all other important documents throughout the controversy 
being widely circulated. Objections having been made to cer- 
tain books used in the schools as containing sectarian passages 
and depreciating remarks and attacks upon the Roman Cath- 
olic religion, a committee of revision and expurgation was 
appointed by the Society in order to remove all matter to 
which reasonable objection could be made. 

Careful examination showed that the charge was well- 
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founded, and that the trustees bad inadvertently permitted a 
/ serious evil. When patient and thorough investigation had 
determined its full extent, a remedy vras applied promptly and 
completely. The expurgation was at once ordered, and the 
work was thoroughly done. The calm judgment of all who 
have since studied the circumstances of the case with the ob- 
jectionable passages before them, has justified and commend* 
cd this action of the trustees; while the fact that from that 
time to this book publishers and school trustees have been 
careful to exclude all such passages from school-books, so 
as not to expose themselves to similar difficulty, is signifi- 
cant and sufficient testimony both as to its justice and its 
policy. 

A full hearing of all parties was given by the Common 
Council and its committees, and by a unanimous vote of the 
Assistant Aldermen, followed by a similar one in the Board 
of Aldermen, with the exception of a single dissenting voice, 
the remonstrance of the Public School Society was sustained, 
the principles of the decision and ordinance of 1825 emphat- 
ically reiterated, and the application denied. 

An appeal was made to the Legislature. It is not neces- 
sary to the purpose of this report to follow further the out- 
lines of the controversy ; scarcely any important point was 
raised which had not been fully discussed in previous con- 
troversies. The attention which had been drawn to the sub- 
ject, the interest generally taken, and the important and del- 
icate nature of the principles involved, made the task of the 
Legislature no easy one. A decision could not be reached in 
1841, and its transfer to the session of 1842 gave time and 
opportunity for the further increase of the public excitement 
The proposition of the governor to extend the state system 
to the wards of the city, so as to allow each to manage and 
control its own school affi:iirs, was felt to be the nearest ap- 
proach to a settlement which could probably be made, and 
cut the knot that none could untie. Of course, both the con- 
testants were disappointed. The friends of the Public School 
Society considered that the cause of public education had re- 



THE SEZJGIOCS i^fCWSWWSL 113 

yzlT'A irr^iirzH* :r.J iry. a=d profcoWj its deHb-Uow. Afi- 
^T i .:^ .i-.r.: :i=:e Liil elipsJ G::ickr the new system to allov 
:?.e f :II y irking cf itJ T;:al prizopSe^ tlie groaiidlessDesB of 
t'.ls f.:ar v^ ib'.i-iinilr cuinifest, and none were moio 
rca-Ir to ar.knovle*^ j^e it tLin those m einbeis of the Society^ 
vLo in liZZ took ileir seais as me uibo s of the Board of 
Ed^cadon. 

DahLg tl^ Srst years of its existenoe the Board itself was 
bj r.o mc:i:i5 e:;ure!j Crce from troablo arising from the same 
sabj-.-ct. From the rerj nature of its coostitctioii, it contaun- 
ol rc:prcs<?ntiuvcs of all sides of the recent oontioreisy, and 
its pr*j02e>il:;g3 were not alu:-getber harmonionsL Bnt time 
graduollj closo*! all important diSerenoes; changes bearing 
>jpon t!ie rt'w^ious qaestion, and which had been proved nee- 
ccssary, were made in the organic law hy the Legislatare; 
and with tbe acqalsition of the wisdom and experience of the 
Public School Society to the councils of the Board, all irrita- 
tion cca.sod, and the vexed qnestion no longer agitates the 
community. 

Bearing in mind the fundamental principle upon whidi 
the system was established in 1812, and that, under sach lim- 
itations and checks as experience has proved to be necessary 
for the general interest, the several boards of trustees "have 
power to conduct and manage the schools^" the following ex* 
tract from a reporl of S. S. Randall, City Superintendent of 
Schools, will suiHciently exhibit the present condition and 
harmonious operation of the system as now existing. It 
must also be remembered that every school is open, as has 
been already stated, to tbe children of all citizens, without 
distinction of ward lines ; so that if there be any thing in the 
local management unsatisfactory to'any parent, there are al- 
ways schools within a very short distance where no such ob- 
jection will be found ; and that as a result of this, all may 
feel safe in regard to the matter of religious influence. 

'' In all our public schools and departments, at frequent and 
Appropriate intervals during the day, songs imbued with the 
purest principles of Christian morality form a portion of the 

H 
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course of instruction, and arc participated in by all tbc pupils. 
In all of them, without a solitary exception, lessons and pre- 
cepts of virtue and Christian conduct are daily inculcated by 
the teachers, school-officers, superintendents, or visitors, the 
fundamental principles of religion recognized and enforced, 
and the importance and necessity of strict honesty and integ- 
rity, undeviating truthfulness, frankness, sincerity, mutual af- 
fection and regard, oboKonce and respect to parents, and the 
conscientious and uniform observance of all the requisitions 
of a pure Christian morality taught by precept and example. 
In all of them the daily routine and discipline of the school 
are directly and powerfully adapted to the formation and per- 
petuation of habits of order, quietude, neatness, punctuality, 
fidelity, industry, obedience, honor, truth, uprightness, defer- 
ence to the wants, the rights, and conveniences of othere, and 
to the assiduous culture of the highest and noblest princrples 
of action and conduct in all the varied relations of life. This 
is the character of the teachings of our public schools, these 
are the agencies and instrumentalities in daily operation with- 
in their walls; and no influences at variance with these are 
permitted, under any pretense, to find access or gain a foot- 
ing among them. Neither the mind nor the heart of the 
child most religiously and scrupulously trained and disci- 
plined in the domestic circle or the sanctuary of the Church, 
is exposed to the slightest contamination by the instruction 
or discipline of the school ; while, on the other hand, every 
lesson of pure Christian morality or ethics, communicated in 
cither of the former, is strengthened and confirmed by the 
pervading instruction and influence of the latter.'" 

In concluding this part of the report, it seems indispensa- 
ble that some reference should again be made to a subject 
which has already received incidental mention — the expansion 
of the systems of Sunday School instruction. Every form of 
distinctive religious organization. Christian or Ilebrew, is en* 
gaged, with greater or less earnestness and success, in this 

' Report of Citj Sapcrintendent of Scboob. 



THE BEUCIOI^ QVtSnOS. 115 

in:porta:.t £-1*1 of efTort. Id these useful institalioDS are 
irxii-cziri bj CiT tie laTger part oT all the children, attending 
during &ve o:Lcr Ja vs of the week, the Tarions secular GchoolS) 
p'iLlic aiid pHvaU. Divided into little classified groaps of 
fro.-n C-jur or five to a dozen pupils of every age, from lifping 
iiifaiioy to carljr tnaribood or womaDhood, they are committed 
to a v:ut array of devoted tcacbcrs, selected from the best and 
purest of tlio SL'If-denying elements of the various religious 
bo-Jio?, each filled vitli love and sympathy for tbe little band 
of immortal 6piriL«, and prayerfully endeavoring to instill 
lho% religious principles; distinctive or general, which they 
conscicntiou-sly believe necessary for present guidance and 
for future happiness. E^h religious body, in conformity to 
its ]x;culiar organization, is thus enabled to bring its choicest 
talent, its concentrated efforts, and its most approved super- 
vision and direction, to the moulding of the religious charao 
tcr of those who are rightly considered its most precious trust 
Year by year, the many powerful associations and societies; 
with tlicirvarying degrees of organic compactness^ arc devel- 
oping a greater and greater skill and zeal in the s[>ccial work 
to which they are devoted. Practically each denomination 
is coming more and more distinctly to realize that the true 
protection of the young from adverse proselyting influences 
is to be found, not in withdrawing them from the common 
ground of the future citizens, the Common School, but in 
thus fortifying their minds and hearts, through the teaching 
of parents and tlic systematic weekly training of special relig- 
ious instructors. 
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XV. 

THE VAGRANT QUESTION. 

Original Purpose of Free School Society.— Special Efforts in 1819 and 1821.-^ 
Society for the Prevention of Pauperism. — House of liefuge fur Ju\'enile 
Dc'linqoents. — Renewed Efforts of 1828. — Appointment of Mr. Scton as 
Vbitor.— His Reports.— Efforts of 1832.— Coercive Measures of the Com- 
mon Council. — Their Failure. — Extra Meeting of 1838. — Its Report. — 
Results. — Five Visitors appointed. — Plan abandoned in 1841. — Relation 
of the Board of Education to the Question. — Industrial Schools. — Truant 
Laws. — Difficulties of the Subject. — Censoa. 

The original purpose of the Free School Society, as set 
forth in its first charter and title, was " for the Establishment 
of a Free School for the Education of Poor Children who 
do not belong to or are not provided for by any Religious So- 
ciety." A like school, but for the benefit of female children 
only, had been opened a few years before by the Female As- 
sociation, while both of these were preceded as early as 1787 
by an essentially similar institution for the children of manu- 
mitted slavca Both of these schools, with some others of an 
analogous character, were, as we have already seen, finally 
merged into the Free School or Public School Society, either 
by formal transfer or silent absorption* 

In the rapid expansion which the excellence of its man- 
agement, the efficiency of its system, and the high social po- 
sition and devoted attention of its members secured to this 
vigorous society, their original function and purpose unavoid- 
ably came to be more and more subordinate to the new and 
wider duties which circumstances devolved upon them. Yet 
they never lost sight of this their first field of labor. During 
the whole period of their corporate existence the subject 
claimed and received much of their systematic and benevolent 
attention, and for the first ten or fifteen years gave shape, in a 



THE VAGRANT QUESTION. 117 

greater or less degree, to their entire policy. So tboroaghly 
(lid they set forth their claims as conducting the schools of 
the poor, that to this day it is by no means rare to find per* 
sons still imbued with the idea that all public schools are, and 
necessarily must be, charity schools ; even going so far as to 
censure such of the wealthier portion of the community as 
send their children to participate in their advantages for oc- 
cupying places to the exclusion of those to whom they right- 
fully belong. This ingrained and antique misconception of 
the function of the Common Schools was a serious obstacle 
to their progress until aflcr the act of 1842, by which the 
schools were placed more immediately under the control of 
the people. So complete hits since been the change in the 
views of the more intelligent portion of the community, that 
such persons are more and more looked upon as curious fossil 
intellects, and must soon come to be an altogether extinct race. 

Yet the number of poor, neglected, and untaught children ia 
far greater than ever, increasing with the growth of the city, 
and calling upon the philanthropic for their most earnest 
efforts in their behalf. From various causes, and notwith- 
standing the most vigorous exertions to secure their attend- 
ance, they constitute but a comparatively small proportion- 
ate part of the vast army of children in our Public Schools. 
The position of the Board of Education in relation to this 
mass of mental and moral destitution will be considered in 
the sequel. 

Early in 1819 a special effort was made to bring a larger 
number of neglected boys into the Free Schools. The So- 
ciety at this time had three schools : Nos. 1 and 2 had long 
been established ; No. 3 had just been opened in temporary 
quarters in the village of Greenwich, and the new building, 
No. 4, in Rivington Street, near the extreme northeastern 
limit of the city, was nearly ready for occupancy. In No. 2, 
a portion of the pupils being girls, it was resolved to transfer 
these to the schools of the Female Association, in order to 
make room for such poor boys as could be induced to attend. 
Accordingly hand-bills were circulated throughout the cas^ 
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cm part of the city inviting tbcir attendance, soliciting the 
co-operation of the benevolent to this end, and stating that 
on this account no more girls would be admitted. 

The subject of such poor children was again claiming the 
serious attention of all thoughtful citizens. It was, as we 
have seen, the chief purpose of the Society at its establish- 
ment in 1805. It was now again so prominent a theme 
among the benevolent that a society known as the " Society 
for the Prevention of Pauperism " had been organized,* its 

' The furmntion of this Society was chic6jr dao to the eiTorfs of a remarka- 
ble and useful man, Trofcssor John Griscom. A portion of its labors has 
so direct a bearing upon the subject under consideration as to require moro 
than a passing notice of the Society itself. It was publicly organized on the 
IGih of December, 1817, at the New York Hospital, at a meeting of which 
General Clarkson was chairman, and Divie Bethune secretary. A commit- 
tee was apiK>inicd ** to prepare a constitution, and a statement of the prevail* 
ing causes of |>aupcrism, with suggestions relative to the most suitable and 
efficient remedies.** Mr. Griscom was chairman of the committee, which also 
comprised seven other leading citizens. Their report was written by the chair- 
man, and was one of the earliest, if not the first of the CRsavs on paupcrisro 
and its preventives which have appeared in the city of Kew York. It is a 
very able document, and drew much attention both hi this country and in 
Europe. The constitution defined the objects of the Society to bo as follows : 
*'To investigate the circumstances and habits of the ])oor; to devise means 
for improving their situation both in a physical and moral point of view ; to 
suggest plans for calling into excrciso their own endeavors, and to afford the 
means of giving them increased effect ; to hold out inducements to economy 
and saving from the fruits of their own industiy in seasons of greater abun- 
dance ; to discountenance, and, as far as possible, prevent mendicity and street- 
begging ; and, in fine, to do every thing which may tend to meliorate their 
condition by stimulating their industry and exciting their own cnci^gics.** The 
report was an analysis of the causes of and remedies for pau])erism. These 
causes were stated to be, 1st. Ignorance; 2d. Idleness; 3d. Intcm})erance ; 4lh. 
Want of Economy ; 5th. Imprudent and Hasty Marriages; Cth. Lotteries ; 7th. 
Pawnbrokers ; 8th. Houses of Ill-fame ; 9th. The numerous Charitable Institu- 
tions of the City; 10th. War. These were severally discussed at length, and 
in such a manner as to show that the writer had studied both their theory and 
application. 

Many valuable results followed the efforts of this noble society; among 
them, tlie establishment of the first Savings* Bank, the Apprentices' Librarr, 
and the House of Ilefug'>, for Juvenile Delinquents. 

The substance of this note is from a Memoir of John Griscom, N. Y., 1859, 
by bis son, John H. Griscom, M.I). 
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individual members being, to a great extent, identical with 
those of tbe Free School Society. It was already practically 
realized that in this wide field at least two distinct depart- 
ments of labor were necessary, although these might have 
intimate relations to each other; that the details of the ade- 
quate support and efficient management and inspection of an 
increasing system of schools made larger and larger demands 
upon the disposable time of those who had them in charge ; 
while the growth of the city, and particularly from the char- 
acter of a part of the large immigration, the great increase in 
this class of the juvenile population furnished abundant room 
for the eflbrts of those who would make this their sole care. 

The new Society reported in 1820 that there were proba- 
bly some 7000 or more children of proper age who attended 
no school. The entire population of the city at this time was 
about 130,000. A memorial on the subject was presented 
to the Legislature by the Free School Society in 1821, and 
aid asked to provide more extended accommodation, their 
schools being then already full. In 1824, through the agency 
of the Society for the Prevention of Pauperism, the Ilouse of 
llcfugc for Juvenile Delinquents was incorporated, the insti- 
tution being opened on the 1st of January, 1825.' It was 
the first of its kind in the United States, and still remains one 
of the most importint of our reformatory agencies. Its estab- 

' The committee whose report in 1823 led to the establishment of this vala- 
able institution consisted of Professcr Griscom, Isaac Collins, Cornelias Du- 
bois, Iliram Kctchum, Daniel Lord, Jr., William AI. Carter, and JamtM IK. 
Gemrd; all of them gentlemen who liavc done much for the defense or ad- 
vancement of the interests of public education, more particular!/ the last* 
named, whose cheerful face, gratuitous instnictire lectures, and encouraging 
and active sympathy, have endeared him to every pupil and every teacher in 
our city Grammar Schools. His interest is as marked as ever, and he is still a 
respected member of the Board of Inspectors of our city schools. lie has the 
high honor of having been the actual originator of the Ilonse of Refuge, his 
address to the citizens of New York delivered in 1823, and now about to be 
republished in a 'special bistoiy of that institution, being the first step toward 
its establishment. It is a remarkable instance of wise forecast and broad and 
generous philanihropy. To his persistent efforts New York also owes its trm/brM- 
€d police. 
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lishment marks also the first of the compulsory measures 
whicli have in various sections of the country been deemed 
expedient to secure the education of the " dangerous or per- 
ishing classes." It was pronounced by De Witt Clinton 
" the best penitentiary institution ever devised by the wit or 
established by the beneficence of man.'' 

In 1825 the total population under the age of 16 years 
was estimated at 53,000. About 27,000 were between the 
age of five and fifteen years, and of these 20,000 were taught, 
to a greater or less extent, in the various public and private 
schools, and about 7000 were not taught at all.' The direct 
and indirect personal efforts of the members of the Free 
School Society, together with those of their families and 
friends, had heretofore been chiefly relied upon as a means 
of bringing into the schools this class of neglected children. 

In 1828 the evil had grown to such magnitude that the 
Society felt compelled to appoint a special agent to visit the 
families of the poor and urge the attendance of their children. 
They were remarkably fortunate in the selection of this offi- 
cer. Among the most earnest and efficient members of the 
Board of Trustees was a gentleman whose cultivated mind, 
ready speech, affable manners, and unselfish devotion to the 
interests of the poor, rendered him in every way qualified for 
so difficult and delicate a mission. For many years he had 
labored in this wide field during such brief intervals as a 
business life affords. Now, at what he felt to be the call of 
duty, he abandoned his business life with all its hopes, and 
for a salary of $800 a year devoted all his time and all 
his energies to his new ofiice of Visitor. All honor to Sam- 
uel W. Setox. Such men are far too few. For nearly half 
a century, and in various capacities, he has continued faith- 
fully to labor for the children of our city, and still, as assist- 
ant and associate of the City Superintendent of Schools, af- 
fords us the benefit of his councils and of his long experience. 

nis first report, dated only a few months aller entering 
upon his ofiicial duties, shows that with characteristic energy 

' Approximate estimates in the 17th Report of the Free School Society. 
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he bad already visited about 1700 families, representing aboat 
10,000 individuals, of whom over 3700 were children. Many 
were induced to go to school, but much difficulty was expe- 
rienced in getting them to become regular attendants. 

Notwithstanding all their eiTorts, in 1829 and 1830 the So- 
ciety was the subject of many and repeated attacks in the 
newspapers because of the great number of vagrant children 
in the streets. A careful analysis of the reports of the visitor, 
as well as the individual experience of other members, showed 
that the chief causes were the poverty and apathy of ignorant 
parents. In 1831 the visitor's report advises some form of 
coercive law, and the withholding of municipal and other as* 
sistance from all families that neglect to send their children 
to some school. In 1832, the Society, with growing concern 
at the increasing magnitude of the evil and their own compar* 
ative want of success notwithstanding their urgent efforts, ap- 
pointed a special committee to investigate the condition of the 
same question in other communities, and to report such meas- 
ures as they might deem adequate. The school system of 
Boston being at that time by general consent considered the 
most developed, the committee visited that city, to benefit as 
far as might be by the experience of another community. Two 
special queries were to receive their attention : the proportion 
of children of school age actually attending school, and the 
means found most efficient in securing attendance. In regard 
to the first, an immense difference was found in the relative 
attendance in the schopls of the two cities, being largely in 
favor of Boston. This was chiefly attributed to the many 
Dame Schools for the younger children scattered through- 
out the city, securing the attendance of the pupils while yet 
very young, and thus forming habits of regular attendance 
not so easily established after long education in the streets 
alone. As we have already seen, the same policy was now 
adopted by the Society, and the great system of Primary 
Schools was established, with a success that fully established 
the wisdom of the measure. This was in part an answer to 
the second query. It was also found that in Boston there 
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were far more stringent truant and other eoercive laws, and 
that these were more rigidly enforced. Habitual truants were 
almost certain to find themselves, sooner or later, members of 
the School of Reformation, the local equivalent for our Ilouse 
of Refuge. There were also a far less proportion of the un- 
desirable elements of immigration, and a more general and 
longer established popular habit of obedience to coercive laws 
when found necessary for the good of the general public. 
Efforts were accordingly made by the Public School Society 
for analogous restrictions. In the report in which these views 
are advocated, and which was printed in many of the city 
journals, they argued that " Every political compact implies 
the surrender of some individual rights for the public godd. 
In our government, universal education is indispensable to 
permanency ; and therefore, if parents are so ignorant or so 
careless as to neglect it, authority should compel. We must 
have safe and consistent members of society." 

The subject was brought before the proper authorities, 
and steps were taken to carry out the suggestions of the So- 
ciety. In April, 1832, the following resolutions passed the 
several branches of the city government: 

" Resolved^ that the Trustees of the Public School Society 
and the Commissioners of the Almshouse bo requested to 
make it known to parents and all persons, whether immigrants 
or otherwise, having children in charge, that unless said par- 
ents and persons do and shall send such children to some pub- 
lic or other daily school for such tinjc in each year as the 
Trustees of the Public School Society may from time to time, 
designate, that all such persons must consider themselves out 
of the pale of the public charities, and not entitled, in case of 
misfortune, to receive public favor. 

" Resolved^ that the Trustees of the Public School Society 
and the Commissioners of the Almshouse are hereby author- 
ized to take such steps as they may deem expedient from 
time to time to give publicity to these resolutions, and the 
commissioners are hereby requested to use such means as may 
be in their power and discretion to carry the same into effect" 
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Large printed copies of these resolutions, duly authentica- 
ted, were 2X)stcd throughout the city, and 20,000 other copies 
in the form of handbills, with a suitable caption, were circu- 
lated by Mr. Seton. 

For a short time a limited beneficial effect followed these 
strong measures; but for several reasons it was found im- 
possible to secure their general enforcement, and the whole 
plan was soon abandoned as impracticable. There were so 
many cases of extreme and utter poverty that a rigid appli- 
cation of these regulations would have been unpardonable 
cruelty. 

The Society, however, was for from abandoning the sub- 
ject as hopeless. Various efforts were from time to time 
made, and, in 1838, the subject again assumed such import- 
ance that on the 19th of December of that year an extra 
meeting of the Board of Trustees was called " to devise meas- 
ures to increase the attendance, especially of vagrant chil- 
dren." A full report was presented by a special committee. 

The chief obstacles were of two classes. The first were 
moral J and among these were enumerated the indifference 
and viciousncss of both parents and children — the results of 
ignorance, intemperance, and indolence — the dislike of such 
children to all proper control, and their love of the excite- 
ments and amusements of the streets. The second class of 
obstacles were physical^ and were only phases and aceompani 
mcnts of extreme poverty — want of clothing, and the need 
of some help by the children themselves. 

The committee had again sought the accumulated experi- 
ences of neighboring states and cities in dealing with the for- 
midable evil. Connecticut had statutory provisions which, 
probably from their stringency, were rarely enforced ;* and 
the opinion is expressed that " the morbidly excitable sensi- 

' Parents nnd guardians were required by statute to have their children taught 
to read and write, and to cipher as far as through the ** four rules." The te- 
Icctmen were instructed to inspect tho conduct of the heads of familicsi and, 
in coso of neglect, "shall take cliargo of and bind out tho children of saeh 
parents.** • ♦ • ** When children or minors arc stubborn and refuse to obcj 
their parents, thoy may bo committed to the county jail for thirty days.** 
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tivcness of our laboring classes would not permit a scrutiny 
of so inquisitorial a character." An interesting communication 
had also been received from Boston, but seems to have em- 
braced no new points. The various measures hitherto cm* 
ployed at various times by the Society were then passed in 
review; printed addresses, tracts, cards, circulars, visits of 
trustees, of teachers, and of the special agent ; the last having 
uniformly produced the best results. 

The report concludes with several recommendations: the 
appointment of three visitors, a modified form of compulsory 
law, and the establishment of a Farm Reform School in an 
insular position. 

A memorial to the Corporation was also presented and 
adopted. This recites the flourishing condition of the schools, 
but laments " that so small a number of those for whom they 
were originally intended " were found in them. It asks that 
measures be taken to enlighten public opinion upon the 
subject, and that authority may intervene to prevent the stol- 
id ignorance and indifference of parents from robbing their 
children of an education, and thus injuring society. It fur- 
ther refers to the delicate and difficult problem of " how to 
reconcile the principles of free government with the necessary 
enforcement of such laws as must supersede in such cases the 
parental authority,'* and concludes by urging the establish- 
ment of a Farm School, a renewal of the handbills of 1832, 
and a memorial to the Legislature for a law for the control 
of refractory minors. 

The results of all these efforts were not encouraging. The 
Corporation refused all compulsory measures. Four visitors 
were employed by the trustees, and many children were thus 
brought in, but comparatively few could be induced to stay. 
In one rei^ort it is stated that out of 1177 vagrant children 
admitted, only 356 remained. The plan was faithfully tried 
under the vigilant attention of a select committee of five for 
three or four years, but with less and less beneficial results to 
justify the necessary expenditure, and in 1841 it was reluc- 
tantly abandoned. 
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In tbe interval between the establishment of the Board 
of Education in 1842 and its absorption of the Public School 
Society in 1853, neither of the two bodies was enabled to pay 
marked attention to this important subject The time, means, 
and energies of the first were fully occupied, through the 
local boards, in establishing the various schools which were 
called for by the people of their respective wards. The lat- 
ter body, as we have seen, had more than enough to do in 
continuing the schools already in their charge. 

But the attention of the benevolent had by no means rc: 
laxcd in relation to the interests of this class of our popula- 
tion. Various societies had sprung up in rapid succession, 
many of them occupying wide fields of labor, and most of 
them makin<; the amelioration of the condition of children an 
important, if not the principal department of their efforts. 
Among these we may mention as yet in full and useful oper- 
ation, the Ilome of the Friendless, established in 1848," with 
its dependent schools, now seven in number and providing 
last year for some 3700 little ones ; the Five Points' Ilouse of 
Industry and the Five Points' Mission in 1850 ; the Juvenile 
Asylum, the Orphan Uome of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
and the New York Ilouse and School of Industry in 1851 ; and 
tbe Children's Aid Society in 1853, now numbering, among 
its many-sided operations, sixteen schools, with nearly 2500 
on their rolls, and providing more or less during the past 
year for the education, food, and. clothing of at least 4000 
children. Conspicuous among the various agencies in this 
unspeakably important work, directly or indirectly originat- 
ing many of the above-named institutions, and assisting 
many thousands of suffering families so as to enable them to 
keep their children at the Public Schools, was that yet active 
society, the " New York Association for Improving the Con- 
dition of the Poor." 

The efforts of the Boman Catholic Church have also been 
largely directed to the same field, and many noble institu- 
tions both on this island and its immediate neighborhood 

> The American Female Guardian Society Itself was foanded in 18S4. 
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bear eloquent vritncss to tbc comprehensive and practical 
benevolence of this ancient organization. 

Most of these schools and asylums, together with others 
previously or since established, have been admitted to partici- 
pate in the school moneys, subject to the inspection of the 
Board of Education ; a list of those so participating will bo 
found in the statistical portion of this report 

In 1S53, under pressure of the influence of large numbers 
of benevolent persons, the Legislature passed a stringent truant 
law, applicable to cities and incorporated villages throughout 
the state. *' It authorized the arrest of all such children be- 
tween five and fourteen years of age, and their examination 
before a magistrate. If their parents or guardians did not 
give bonds to send them to school or keep them employed, 
then the magistrate could issue his warrant to commit them 
to some place of detention — the almshouse, jail, or penitcn* 
tiary, until they could be bound out to service. It was 
made the duty of the cities and villages to provide some suit- 
able place for the reception of such children, their employ- 
mcnt) and their education in the elementary branches of 
knowledge, and for their proper support and clothing."* 

About this period the subject became a {prominent topic 
of interest in the deliberations of the Board of Education. 
Scarcely a year has since passed in which it has not been felt 
to be a matter of extreme concern, and in some years has been 
the chief subject of anxiety. There are two principal consider* 
ations which have constituted the basis of this anxiety : first, 
and most important, the urgent necessities of this particular 
class of children themselves ; and, secondly, the fact that the 
necessity to the whole community that education should be 
universal is a main, and even the chief argument for its public 
support ; in other words, that the increase of this necessitous 
and dangerous class of our juvenile population places injeop- 
ardy the very foundations of public instruction. The ques- 
tion has been attacked with greater or less vigor. Its con- 
sideration by succes&ive Boards, constitutes a very large share 

' As given in abstract in Suiicrmtcndcnt Rico's Report 



TUE VAGRA>'T QUESTION.' 127 

of the documentary history, but it still remaius an unsolved 
problem. The diflleulties are manifold, and complex in their 
character. The Board of Education very properly has no form 
of police power. The authority to arrest vagrants, and the 
authority to dispose of them, arc committed to other and not al- 
ways harmonious branches of the city government. There is 
also a deep-seated feeling that the masses of our city popula* 
tion, and especially the classes more directly interested, would 
not peaceably allow the general enforcement of such laws as 
we now have. It is also apprehended that the cry of " relig- 
ious proselytism" might easily bo raised upon the slightest ba« 
sis, popular resentment of official interference be aroused upon 
the occurrence of some unavoidable mistake, and the peace 
of the community be thus put in danger. These fears are 
probably more or less unfounded, yet, in connection with 
some other con:iiderations, rticy have heretofore assisted to pre* 
vent any continued and general effort to carry out the pro- 
vision of the law. Already overburdened with so many 
other duties and responsibilities, our justices naturally shrink 
from a department of action so difficult, troublesome, and 
delicate. While the openly vicious and criminal may be 
promptly disposed of, police officers would naturally hesi- 
tate to arrest children whose only crime is to have parents 
so poor as to be unable to furnish them sufficient clothing to 
go to school, who possess no home but the crowded, ill-venti- 
lated room in some dirty tenement-house, and whose only 
place of exercise is the public street The number of those 
who may be classed as suffering extreme poverty is beyond 
conception, except to those whose self-imposed philanthopic 
labors have made them familiar with the homes of the poor. 
The experience of the Public School Society has been ngsin 
and again confirmed by that of the Ward Schools. Where 
the lowest orders of such pupils are brought in, it seems al- 
most impossible to induce them to continue, and the causes 
of this must be obvious to every experienced student of hu- 
man nature. In the majority of instances, both they and their 
parents are extremely sensitive concerning their personal ap- 
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pearaDce when brought into contrast with those who are bet* 
ter provided for, and avoid this added suffering by their ab* 
sence. Both children and parents need material aid — food 
and clothing, and the opportunities and inducements to per* 
sonal cleanliness. These are indispensable in securing their 
attendance, but their supply is beyond the province of the 
Board of Education. It has again and again been demon- 
strated that the efforts of public oflicials must ever be inade- 
quate to master the giant evil. The demoralizing effect of 
training this class of the community to rely upon public sup- 
port instead of their own exertions is but too well known. 

It is these considerations that give such importance and 
value to the labors of the benevolent societies that have made 
this the chief or entire department of their philanthropic ef- 
forts. A host of unofficial visitors and other agents actuated 
by the noblest motives, and learning by continued experience 
a proper discrimination in granting relief, reduce the evils 
both of destitution and of injudicious charity to their lowest 
practicable limits, and endeavor to assist the poor to the oppor- 
tunities and habits of self-reliance. The individual history 
of these excellent institutions does not lie within the province 
of this report 

In regard to the number of children between five and fifteen 
who do not attend any school in the course of the year, the 
most vague estimates have been made, ranging from 20,000 
to 60,000. No thorough school census of the city has ever yet 
been taken ; the nearest approach to it being that already re- 
ferred to in 1829, and the more full one embodied in the sta- 
tistical tables of this report 

There is great difficulty in making any correct estimate 
of the number of children in our city who never attend any 
school. It has been set as high as fifty or even sixty thou- 
sand. That any such estimate is merely an extravagant 
guess, will be apparent from a few considerations. The 
present total population is probably not far from one million. 
The many lines of travel by boat and rail radiating from the 
city as a centre have removed from us to suburban homes a 
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large proportion of a class of families which furnish the most 
regular attendants upon schools both public and private. In 
consequence of this, there is an increased proportion of poor 
families in every grade of poverty whose children's services 
are indispensable to their parents, either from the wages di- 
rectly earned, or by their staying at home in charge of those 
yet younger while both parents are away at employment. 
This causes a very irregular attendance. The wide prevalence 
of this state of things is in part indicated by the fact as shown 
by the special census after making all allowances that there are 
15,000 less girls who can attend school during the year than 
there are boys. Most of these have been several years at 
school, though more or less irregularly, but were withdrawn, 
as the school registers show, at as early an age as ten or 
eleven years, or even younger. They can not, in any just 
estimate, be classed as vagrants. So great is the demand for 
the services of children, both boys and girls, that only 29 per 
cent of school children, regular and irregular, are twelve 
years of age or over. 

The numerous parochial schools include great numbers 
of the same class, those supported by the Catholic Church 
alone reporting their whole number taught during the year 
at over sixteen thousand. A large part of the newspaper boys 
and bootblacks attend school during a part of the day, and 
follow their out-door occupation before and after school-hours. 
Of the rest, most have reached or are beyond the years at 
which the greater number of pupils leave school permanently. 
Very many of these attend evening school. As already 
stated, our total population is not far from a million. The 
proportion of clerks and other resident adults from country 
districts is very large, and greatly reduces the proportionate 
number of school children. The whole number reported as 
taught in all the various grades of public and private schools 
is about 270,000. Deducting from this 25,000 for adults in 
the various advanced institutions and in the evening schools, 
and 27,000 attending private schools, besides the largo num* 
bcr taught at home, and making every allowance for pupils 

I 



130 UISTORY OF PUBLIC EDUCATIOy. 

counted twice by reason of rcadmission or removal of res- 
idence, and for those who attend first the public and then the 
parochial schools, it will be apparent that of unemployed chil- 
dren of school age who attend school during no part of the 
year, the number, though far too great, must be much less 
than is usually estimated, probablj- not exceeding ten or fif- 
teen thousand, if indeed it is so many. For a more exact es- 
timate, we need yet to know the actual population of the city, 
the real number within the school age, and the number of re- 
admissions annually made in all schools, private, public, and 
parochial. 

To this end it is highly desirable that the Board of Edu- 
cation should cause a special census of the city to be taken, to 
ascertain with the utmost possible accuracy all the necessary 
data — not only the actual numbers of such children, but the 
special condition of each locality in all important details. 
Such a measure will furnish the essential basis for a systematic 
and intelligent practical treatment of the evil. The necessary 
expense of such census would be well repaid in the beneficial 
results sure to follow. 
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ORGANIZATION AND PRESENT CONDITION OF SCHOOLS. 

Number and Classification of Scliools. — Primary Schools. — Grammar SchooU 
— Evening Schools. — Normal Schools. — Colored Schools. — Condition 
and Course of Study of each. — College of the City of New York. — 
Teachers. — Their Examination, License, Appointment, Removal, Sal- 
aries. — General Control and Supervision. — Dcpartmenu of the Clerk 
and Superintendent. 

The scbools under the full control of the Board of Edu- 
cation and the local boards are designated as Primary, Gram- 
mar, Evening, and Normal Schools. Each of these classes 
is divided into schools for whites and schools for colored pu- 
pils, the latter being known as Colored Schools. The insti- 
tution recently known as the Free Academy, which was un- 
der the direct and sole control of the Board of Education, 
has been erected into the College of the City of New York, 
with all the ordinary powers and privileges of such institu- 
tions, the members of the Board of Education being ex officio 
its trustees. It is therefore a separate and distinct organi- 
zation, and not under the control of the Board. 

Besides these, are forty-one schools, under a variety of 
benevolent associations, subject to the jurisdiction of the 
Board of Education, and participating in the apportionment 
of school moneys. 

The corporate schools are variously distributed, more than 
half of them being Industrial Schools, under the control of 
the American Female Guardian Society and the Children's 
Aid Society, the latter organization having sixteen schools. 

The condition of the different classes of schools will be 
briefly considered. The course of study in each is also sub- 
mitted. 
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The following list exhibits the elassiflcation and whole 
number of schools : 



Kormal Schools 

Grammar Schools fur boys only. 
Grammar Schools for girls only. 
Grammar Schools fur mixed.... 

Primary Schools for mixed 

Evening Schools for males. 

Evening Schools for females 

Evening Schools for mixed 

Evening High School. 

Corporate Schools 



Total, 



I 
40 
43 

9 
87 
13 
II 



1 
37 



241 



I 
2 
2 
2 
5 


8 

4 



19 



J 



2 
42 
44 

II 
92 
18 
11 
3 
f 
41 



2G0 



PRnURY SCUOOLa 

The City Saperintcndcnt of Schools has provided for a 
thorough supervision of the various schools and departments, 
by assigning to two of his assistants the special charge of the 
Primary Schools. Every effort is being made, with the co- 
operation of the local officers, to advance these schools to 
their highest possible efficiency. The most improved meth- 
ods of instruction are introduced, incompetent or unfaithful 
teachers are carefully weeded out, and the sure progress of 
tbe system in general provided for in the better training of 
these little ones, who will soon, in their turn, constitute the 
more advanced departments. 

On the importance of this class of schools it is not neces- 
sary to dwell. Their pupils are a majority of the whole 
number under instruction. The large foreign element in our 
city, and its peculiar character and condition, with the great 
number of those who, from various causes, are only able to 
keep their children at school for a limited period, render these 
Primaries, in some respects, the most valuable and essential 
part of our whole system. A large part of the pupils are not 
able to continue their attendance through the Orammar De- 
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partmonts, Manj reach onlj the higher classes in these in- 
troductory schools. It is therefore the more essential that 
the training in tbcse shall be of the highest order suitable for 
their grade, and that the course of study be arranged so as to 
meet as fully as possible the necessities- of the case. 

The efficiency and popularity of these departments are un- 
mistakably manifested in their universally crowded condition. 
From every part of our city the cry comes to us for more 
room. Greatly increased accommodation in this respect is 
urgently needed. Many of these schools have several hun- 
dreds more in attendance than they can in any proper sense 
accommodate. Should all be provided with room, with proper 
reference to the laws of health and the best opportunities for 
instruction, should the space allotted to each pupil be equal 
to that which is given in some other cities, it is evident that 
wc should have many more school edifices, and that this 
would only supply the present demand, without any refer- 
ence to the increased attendance from year to year. 

The high rents and the great number of tenement houses, 
exert a marked influence upon school accommodation. With 
the advancing rates, a greater and greater number of families 
come to occupy a given number of houses, and the number 
of children attending school in the district steadily increases. 
The character of their homes renders it all the more essential 
that the school-room should present the opposite condition of 
things, and supply the maximum of light, and air, and room 
consistent with a true economy. 

When this crowded state of these departments is taken 
into consideration, the excellent condition of these schools, 
as regards both discipline and scholarship, is a remarkable 
evidence of the skill, patience, and energy of the teachers, 
and of the efficiency of the general management which has 
made these traits the rule and not the exception. Never, in 
their entire history, have they been in so decided a condition 
of usefulness ; never have the results of the instruction given 
been of so high an order; yet, with proper accommodation, 
even these results must be exceeded. 
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The following is tbe 

COCBSS OF STUDIES IX PRI^VBT SCHOOLS: 

Fifth Gradb. — Alpiiaiiet Class. — JUttding — ^Alphabet and familiar words 
from blackboard or chart ; exercises in enunciating simple clcmentar/ sonnds 
of letters. 

Numeral Frame — Counting and adding on numeral frame bjr ones and by 
twos. 

Arabic Figures — Heading at sight any number from 1 to 99. 

Ohjeet Lesson* — ^Teaching tbe children, bj means of common objects, to 
obserre simple forms, colors, positions, and parts of objects, of the human 
bodj, and of familiar animals ; each lesson to bo conducted with a ticw to cul- 
tivate habits oftUtentton and obsercatian, 

Pkimeb Class. — Heading and Spelling from charts, blackboard, and primer, 
with illustrations of the meaning of the words nscd ; exercises in enumerating 
elementary sounds of letters. 

Numeral Frame — Adding on numeral frame by twos, threes, fours, and 
fires ; also taking away ones, twos, and threes, from greater numbers. 

Arabic figures — Reading at sight numben through three figures (999)^ and 
writing numbers on slates as far as 100. 

Roman Numbers — I, V, and X, with their combinations. 

Object Lessons — ^Thc subjects of the alphabet class continued, with new ob- 
jects and illustrations. 

Tabks — Adding with and without the numeral frame, by fours, fives, sixes, 
sevens, eights, nines, and tens ; also taking threes, fours, and fives from great- 
er numbers. 

Mental Arithmetic — Simple questions in addition, chiefly with concrete 
numbers. 

Object Lessons — On form, color, place, size, and parts of objects, for leading 
the pupils to make obscnrations on common things not in the school-room. 
Let the teacher give simple descriptions of familiar objects, and the pupils give 
their names from the descriptions. 

Lessons in Morals and Manners — Continued by means of school incidents, 
reading lessons, etc. 

TuiBD Grade. — Reading — In the last half of a First, or the first half of a 
Second Reader. 

Spelling — ^\Vith simple definitions! also spelling by the elementary sounds, 
as far as necessaiy, to correct faults in pronunciation. 

I^unctuation — ^With the uses of the common marks in the sentences read. 

Roman Numbers — Through C, D, and M. 

Written >lriM;iic/tc— Numeration through 100,000,000 ; additions through 
examples of six or seven short columns. 

Mental Arithmetic — Simple questions in addition and subtraction. 

Multiplication Taft/e —Through times 12. 

Object Lessons — Continued on form, color, place, size, and human body, 
with lessons on animals, plants, common minerals, and qualities and nsci of 
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objects, directing the cbil<lrca*fl attention to such qualities only as maj be 
readily |)erceivcd. IMace forms, familiar objects, and pictures, before the po- 
]iils, and request them to gire simple descriptions. 

fjCMSons in MoraU and J/anncrs.— Continued. 

SixroND Grade. — Jleading — In a Second Reader. 

S/feliiny and Definitiont — ^The meaning of words illustrated by their nse in 
short oral sentences ; also exercises in elementary sounds^ continued as abore. 

Puncttuitlon — Continued with applications. 

Itoman XumUrs — Reviewed. 

Written Arithmttic — Through subtraction, and in multiplication by one 
figure. 

Mental Arithmetic — In subtraction and multiplication. 

Multiplication ra^/e— Through 12 times 12. 

VratctHff and Writ in*/ on Sl<tt€» — From copies on blackboard or charts. 

Object Lessons — Extend the subjects of the preceding grade. 

lessons in Morals and Manners — Continued. 

First Grade. — Reading — Lessons of the grade of those in the last half of 
Second Reader. 

Sjfeliing and Drfinitions — The pupils to illustrate the meaning of words by 
using them in short sentences, oral or written. 

Written Arithmetic — Tlirough multiplication and division by two fignrcs^ 
with simple practical applications. 

Mental Arithmetic — In multiplication and dimion. 

Talks — Division, time, weights, measures, and Federal money, taught by il- 
lustrations as far as practicable. 

Ceographif — From outline maps — the hemispheres, and North and South 
America ; also the definition and description of continents, mountains, islands, 
bays, rivers, etc. 

Writing and Drafting on Slates — From copies, also WTiting from dictation 
words and short sentences. 

Ofgect Lessons — Select objects that require descriptions which will embrace 
form, color, size, parts, uses, materials, etc. Extend ))lacc so as to include 
the chief objects in tho local geography of the city and the prominent locations 
in this vicinity ; adding descriptions necessary to prepare the pupil for an in- 
telligent use of text-books on geografihy. 

Lessons in Morals and Manners — Continued. 

Vocal Mttsic — Practiced throughout the school. 

Home Lessons — No lessons shall be given to Iks studied after school-hours, 
nor shall any text-book be taken from the schools except by pupils in the two 
higher classes. 

GR.V3IMAR SCIIOOLa 

A corresponding arrangement is made in tbe case of the 
Grammar Department. Two of the assistant superintend- 
ents are especially assigned to tliis class of schools, thus in* 
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suring, as in the case of the Primary DepartmentS| a minute* 
ness of supervision and a consequent thoroughness and ef* 
(iciency that, in the result, may safely challenge a parallel in 
any school system in the world. 

The course of study for Grammar Schools presents six reg* 
ular grades and several supplementary. These last are in- 
tended to meet the wants of a large number of pupils whose 
parents desire to have them instructed in certain subjects be- 
yond the ordinary Grammar School Course. A glance at 
the list will show the high character of the instruction de- 
manded. Many of these pupils remain with the design of 
becoming teachers, and the largest part of the appointments 
made by the various local boards are of graduates from these 
supplementary classes. 

In all the Grammar School grades much attention is given 
to arithmetic, both for its directly utilitarian and for its dis- 
ciplinary character. AVhile securing a thorough knowledge 
of business arithmetic, beginning, as will be seen from the 
following course of study, at an elementary stage, at every 
step of the process the subject is made the means of disciplin- 
ing the reasoning powers — of doing for the lower part of the 
course of study that which geometry does for the higher. 

^lere rules are never relied upon, arc not learned till a 
pupil has been taught to give clearly, and in his own lan- 
guage, a connected statement of the course of reasoning in- 
volved in the solution of the problem. Servile dependence 
upon a text-book is never allowed The teacher is required 
to teach the subject, and not the book, which, when used at 
all, is to be only an accessory.^ It is this vigorous process 

' Tlic following extract from a recent special report upon the schools of the 
city of New York very clearly indicates the plan purauedy and its importance 
ns an element in the srstem. 

**But the most important feature in the New York Schools b that the 
conrsc of instruction is indicated hy the fuhjtct of Btudtf, and not by tcxt4fOol-9, 
There is no uniformity of texuhoolu. The local committee, the trustees In 
each ward, order the use of such as they may select from the li.<t permitted by 
the Board of Education, and they arc sometimes similar and sometimes differ- 
ent in different schools. But the Board of Education determine the subjedi 
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of training, applied not only to arithmetic, but, with the 
proper modifications, to all other subjects of study that, stead- 
ily accumulating its results as the successive grades arc reach- 
ed, and fixing the proper mental habits, is the chief agent in 
that constant advance of the system to which reference has 
been made, and which becomes more and more operative as 
the teachers throughout the city enter into its spirit 

Much attention is given to geography, as being important 
in a commercial city, as an assistant to a proper knowledge 
of history, as indispensable in preparing for that great teacher 
of the citizen, the daily newspaper, and as a means of disci- 
plining the mind while increasing the general intelligence, 
and developing the ability of the pupil to give a clear, con- 
nected, oral statement As will bo seen, the other subjects 
receive due share of attention. 

COURSE OF INSTRUCTION IN GRAMMAR SCnOOUS. 

Sixth Grade. — ^Reading, of the grade of a Third Reader, with a reyieir of 
punctuation and Roman nurohers, and exercises on the sul^ect-matter of the 
lessons; spelling and definitions, from the reading lessons, with exercises on 

that shall be pursued by the different grades, and these are uniform in all the 
grades, and in all the schools ; and as the programme of instruction and stnd/ 
is thus indicated by subjects, the examination is by subjects, and not by text- 
books, and is conducted by experts — by the Superintendent and his assistant* 
— that is, by fiersons who are nutsters of the tnhject^ and care nothing about 
particular text-books. « * « * The New York teacher, on the other hand, 
knowing that liis pupils are to bo examined not by or in any particular text* 
book which he uses, but in the general subject of that text-book, and that they 
will be expected to know all about it up to the point which tho pupils of that 
grade should reach at the time of tho examination, has no inducement to con- 
fine himself too closely to tho text-book, or to make its particular forms the 
mode and limit of his instruction. On tho contrary, tho text-book becomea 
only a help, hardly a guide, and nothing of a restraint or boundary ; but through 
that, and a largo amount of oral instruction and conversation, tho teachen 
aim to give the pupils a broad, general comprehension of the subject, so that 
they may understand and be able to answer questions on that subject in what- 
ever form they are put. • • • ^Tlic two features which have just been consid- 
ered— the programme of instruction indicated byra/yecit, and nothf texi^fooktf 
and the consequent examination by the Superintendent in subjects, and not In 
text-books, seem to bo giving to the New York Schools a remarkable degreo 
of uniformity, and a steady progress in each school.** — Boston Hfjtori^ 1S66. 
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the formation, spelling, and definition of compoand and dcriratire words; the 
meaning of word:! also to be illustrated by requiring the pupils to nse them in 
sentences ; written arithmetic, through the simple rules and Federal money, 
with practical applications; mental arithmetic, as fur as in written arithmetic, 
to include exercises in the analysb of operations and examples, and in rapid 
calculation without analysis ; tables of weights, measures, etc., reviewed, with 
practical illustrations ; geography, primary geography reviewed, and outlines 
of North America, including the United States, with definitions, and illustra- 
tions by means of the globe, of the form, magnitude, and motions of tho earth, 
latitude and longitude, etc 

Fifth Grade.— Reading, of the grade of a Third Reader (latter half), with 
exercises as in the Sixth Grade ; spelling and definitions, from tho reading Icn- 
sons, with tho exercises of the preceding grade, continued ; ivrittcn arithmetic, 
through common fractions, with their simple practical applications; mental 
arithmetic, to the same extent as in written arithmetic, with exercises in anal- 
ysis and calculation ; geography — to include a full knowledge of the United 
States, and the other divisions of North America, including descriptive geog- 
raphy. 

FouRTO Grade. — ^Reading, of the grade of a Fourth Reader, with exercises 
ns in the preceding grades ; spelling and definitions, as in the preceding grades ; 
with instruction in the meaning of the prefixes of derivative words ; written 
arithmetic, through decimal fractions, and their practical applications, with a 
review of common fractions ; mental arithmetic — analysis of common and dec- 
imal fractions, with exercises in calculation ; geography, local and descrip- 
tive, through South America, with a review of North America ; English gram- 
mar commenced — the analysis and parsing of sentences, containing principal 
parts and simple word adjuncts, with definitions of the terms used. 

TuiRD Grade. — Reading, of the grade of a Fourth Reader (latter half), 
with particular attention to emphasis, intonations, and variety of expression, 
and with exercises on the subject-matter continued; spelling and definitions 
from the reading lessons, with exercises in writing miscellaneous words from 
dictation, and instruction in the prefixes and sufiixcs of derivatives ; written 
arithmetic, through tho compound rtilcs and reduction, with denominate frac- 
tions, both common and decimal ; mental arithmetic— a review of preceding 
grades, with exercises in calculation and analysis applied to compound nnm- 
bcrs and denominate fractions ; geography, both local and descriptive, through 
Kurope and its divisions ; Engli^di grammar, tho analysis and parsing of sen- 
tences, with simple phrase or clause adjuncts ; history of the United States — 
early discovericfi, and the outlines of colonial history. 

Second Grade. — Reading, of the grade of a Fifih Reader, with exercises 
as in the Tliird Grade ; spelling from the reading lessons, with exercises in 
writing miscellaneous words, and in the analysis and construction of words 
according to the rules for spelling ; definitions, from the reading lessons, 
with instructions in etymology, including the prefixes and suffixes, and easy 
I^tin roots; written and mental arithmetic, through percentage, and its ap- 
plication to commission, insurance, stocks, and interest, both simple and com- 
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pound ; geograpbr, both local and dcscriptire, through Asia, Africa, and Oce- 
nnica; English grammar — tho analysis and parsing of casjr complex and com- 
pound sentences, with exercises in the correction of false syntax and in com- 
position; history of tho United States through tho War of the Herolution; 
algebra (for boys only), through fractions. 

First Grade. — Heading, spelling, and definitions, as in the Second Grade; 
etymology continued, with the analysis of words and their formation from 
given roots ; written and mental arithmetic, for girlsi throngh the problems of 
interest, discount, profit and loss, and proportion ; for boys, through evolution; 
exercises as in preceding grades ; geography, local and descriptire, reviewed, 
with outlines of physical geography, and exercises in map drawing; English 
grammar — the analysis and parsing of sentences of ordinary construction, with 
the correction of false syntax, and exercises in composition ; history of the 
United States— outlines completed and reviewed ; astronomy — the solar sys- 
tem, with a description of the sun and planets, and definition of terms ; Con- 
stitution of the United States and book-keeping (for boys exclusively) ; algebra 
(for boys), through simple equations. 

Penmanship shall bo taught in each grade of the above course. Instruction 
in sewing may bo given in the Female Schools. 

Every pupil passing a thorough examination in tho studies prescribed for 
the Grammar School Course shall receive a certificate of graduation for that 
course which shall entitle to promotion to the Supplcmentai7 Course. 

KUPPLEMEXTABY COURSE OF STUDIES FOB FEMALE GRAMMAB 

SCHOOLS. 

In addition to the regular course of studies above prescribed, the following 
Supplementary Course maybe pursued in the Female Grammar Schools: 

Second Grade. — For a period not less than one year; arithmetic and En- 
glish grammar reviewed ; physiology ; astronomy ; algebra, through simple 
equations ; natural philosophy, including mechanics, hydrostatics, and pneu- 
matics ; ancient history ; geometry, through the first book of Lcgcndre, or an 
equivalent ; composition ; elocution. 

First Grade. — For a period not less than one year ; review of English 
grammar and arithmetic; algebra, through quadratic equations; higher as- 
tronomy ; natural philosophy, completed ; rhetoric and composition ; modem 
history; geometry, through the fourth book of Legendre, or an equivalent; 
elocution. 

SUPPLEMENTARY COURSE FOR MALE GRA^DLkB SCHOOLS. 

The following course of studies may bo pursued in the Male Grammar 
Schools, to occupy one year or more, as may bo necessary; arithmetic and En- 
glish grammar, continued and reviewed ; algebra, throngh quadratic equa- 
tions ; geometry, first four books of Legendre, or an equivalent ; mensara- 
tion ; elements of natural philosophy, chemistry, and astronomy, science of 
go^*crnment, including a knowledge of tho government of the United Stateis 
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and the |*cncral provisions of the State Constitations, with a brief ootline of 
manicipol and international law ; book-keeping ; mechanical and architectural 
drawing ; declamation and compoeition. 

STunrxrs Fon supplementary course^ how selected. 

The City Superintendent of Schools, or one of the assistant superintendents, 
shall select at every examination of a Grammar School sach of the papib as 
may be found qualified to pursue the Supplementary Course, and additional 
pupils, who have not attended any Grammar School during the year next pre- 
Tious, may also be admitted to the Supplementary Course by the principal of 
the school ; but no class shall be formed in the Supplementary Course with less 
than fifteen pupils, nor shall any such cla:is be continued, if tlie actual average 
attendance of pupils for a period of three months be less than fifteen. 

MUSIC, DRA^VIXGy LATIN, GERMAN, ETC 

Exercises an vocal music shall be given in each Primary and Grammar 
School, and instruction in musical notation and reading shall be given to the 
pupils of the First, Second, and Third Grades, and of the Supplementary Coono 
in Grammar Schools ; drawing, with exercises in perspective, and the deline*- 
tion of objects, shall be taught in the same grades. The Board of Tnistees 
may also authorize the Latin language to be taught in any Grammar School 
in the ward in which the Supplementary Course is parsued ; but the same 
shall be taught only by teachers employed in the schools to give instruction in 
other branches of study. The French or German language may be pursued in 
connection with the studies of the first and second grades, and the Supplement- 
ary Course of studies. 

A WEEKLY REVIEW IN EACH CLASS. 

Once in each week there shall be in evciy class of each course a review of 
the studies of the previous week, at which review all text-books shall be laid 
aside by teachers and pupils. 

PUPILS PASSING EXAMINATION IN STUDIES OF SUPPLEMENTARY 

COURSE ENTITLED TO GRADUATION. 

Every pupil passing a thorough examination in the studies prescribed for 
the Supplementary Course shall be entitled to a full certificate of graduation. 

REGULATION OF STUDIES OUT OF SCIIOOU 

No lesson shall be given to a pupil to be learned oat of school, nntil it shall 
have been sufficiently explained and illustrated by the teacher to the class ; 
nor shall the lessons assigned for such preparation bo such as to acquire a pe- 
riod of study each day, in the case of a child of average capacity, longer than 
two hours. Exercises in giammatical analysis and parsing, and written and 
mental arithmetic^ shall not be assigned for homo study except to pupils in tbo 
First Grade or the Supplementary Conrse. 
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LIMITATION OF STUDIES TO THE PRESCRIBED GRADE. 

The studies of each grado shall bo pursued in the order herein prescri 
and without the addition of any study or studies belonging to a higher 
or to the Supplementary Coarse. 

REVIEW TO PRECEDE EXAMINATION FOB PROMOTION. 

Every examination for promotion to a higher grade, shall be preceded bgr a 
thorough review of all the studies pursued in the previous one. 

CITY SUPERINTENDENT TO REPORT VIOLATION OF COURSE OF 

STUDIEa 

It shall be the duty of the City Superintendent and hb assistants, at each 
visitation of a school or department, to inquire specially whether tlie provisions 
relating to the course of study have been strictly followed ; and the City So* 
perintcndent shall, without delay, report the case of any violation of the same 
to the Board, stating the name of the principal of the school and the teacher 
of the class concerned in sach violation. 



EVENINa SCnOOLS. 

The Evening Sebool system constitutes an important part 
of the educational institutions of the city. The tendency in 
our day to diminish the number of hours given to physical 
labor is giving time and opportunity for mental improvement 
to thousands who have hitherto been cut off from such ad- 
vantages. 

The advanced age of the pupils, as compared with those 
of the Day Schools, brings with it greater maturity of judg- 
ment, and a more just estimate of the value of the opportuni- 
ties which the school offers. After making all allowances for 
the exhausting effects of previous physical labor upon the 
nervous system, there still remains a capacity for improve- 
ment which, whenever the will of the pupil is fully aroused, 
leads, under judicious training, to the most valuable resulta 

For the present season, these schools are twenty-five in num- 
ber — thirteen for males and twelve for females. Each school 
is held in a separate building. The term commences on the 
first Monday in October, and, exclusive of the usual holiday 
vacation, continues for eighteen weeks. The sessions are held 
five evenings in each week, from 7 to 9 J p.m. for the males^ 
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and from 6 J to 9 p.m. for the females. No pupils are admit* 
ted excepting those whose ages or avocations are such as to 
prevent their attending the Day Schools. At the application 
for admission, they must be accompanied by some responsible 
person, or present to the principal some satisfactory evidence 
as to their identity and respectability. No male pupil is ad- 
mitted who has not reached the age of fourteen years, and no 
female who has not attained the age of twelve. This restric- 
tion as to age has been found necessary in certain cases, in 
order to restrain parents from taking their children from the 
Day School at too early an age for physical labor, and rely- 
ing upon the Evening School as a means of their obtaining the 
rudiments of an education. 

Beading, spelling, definitions, and penmanship are taught 
in all the classes. When the other attainments will justify it, 
geography is taught by means of the outline map and oral in- 
struction. No female teacher can be employed in any Even- 
ing School for males who has not had at least two years ex- 
perience as a teacher in a male Grammar School, and no 
teacher can hold a position of any grade in any Evening 
School who has not been specially licensed for such position 
by the City Superintendent of Schools. 

Corporal punishment is not allowed, the penalty for per- 
sistent disobedience or immoral conduct being dismission, and 
pupils thus dismissed can not be admitted to any Evening 
School in the city without the consent of the City Superin- 
tendent of Schools, into whose hands the general supervision 
is committed, with essentially the same powers and duties as 
in the case of the Day Schools. 

The principals of these schools are required to report ev- 
ery two weeks to the Clerk of the Board the average attend- 
ance of pupils and the number of teachers employed. In ease 
the average per teacher falls below thirty, the number of 
teachers is reduced, while, if increased attendance will warrant 
it, additional teachers are employed. 

Adult classes are an interesting feature in these Evening 
Schools. Every effort is made to attract that large class of 
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persons already spokca of whose hours of labor are such as 
to give time and opportunity to devote a part of their even- 
ings to improving their education. In several localities, lai^ 
numbci-s of foreigners attend for the purpose of learning the 
language. In one male school on the cast side of the city, no 
less than four hundred Germans attended with this object, and 
were taught by throe competent teachers. 

E^'EXIXG HIGH SCHOOL FOR MALEa 
The sessions of the school begin on the first Monday in 
October, and arc held for a term of twenty-four weeks, exclu- 
sive of the holiday vacation. The restrictions in regard to 
admission are similar to those of the other Evening Schools, 
excepting in the higher grades of attainment necessary. Pu- 
pils are required to pass a good examination in reading, spell- 
ing, elementary geography, and grammar, and in arithmetic, 
through common and decimal fractions, and their applications 
to denominate numbers. 

COUKSE OP STCDT. 

The course of stnily embrnccs the following branches : English grammar 
nnd composition ; rending and declamation ; penmanship, book-keeping, and 
arithmetic ; algcbni, geometry, and trigonometry ; natural philosophy, chemis- 
try, and astronomy ; American history and political science, the latter to in- 
clude a knowledge of the Constitution of the United States, the State Consti- 
tution, with the outlines of municipal and international law ; architectural and 
mechanical drawing ; practical mechanics ; navigation ; and the French, Span- 
ish, or German languages may also be taught, provided the number applying 
for instruction in tlie same or any one of them shall bo at least fifteen. No 
class tlius formed shall be continued in case the average attendance for the 
period of one month shall be less than ten. 

Pupils may l)c admitted to receive instrnction in any part of the course, or 
in any sin<;le branch of study under the direction of the principal, and it shall 
be the duty of the latter to arrange an order of excrcbcs for each evening, 
and give public notice of the same. 

In addition to the principal, there shall be a teacher of English grammar, 
reading, and declamation ; a teacher of penmanship, arithmetic, and book- 
keeping ; a teacher of algebra, geometry, and trigonometry ; a teacher of nat- 
ural philosophy, chemistry, and astronomy ; and a teacher of history and po- 
litical science, with such other assistants and special teachers as may be re- 
quired. 
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The classes and special subjects are taught by a full corps 
of teachers of high ability, among them several experienced 
principals of Grammar Schools, under a competent general 
management. 

KoioiAL scnooLa 

There are two Normal Schools, one for white and the 
other for colored teachers. The sessions are held on the Sat- 
urday of each week, from 9 A.M. to 1 P.M. The pupils 
are themselves teachers, engaged in the several schools during 
the week, or graduates from the supplementary classes of the 
Grammar Schools who desire to become teachers. 

Every teacher employed in a Primary or Grammar School 
holds the Superintendent's certificate of qualification and li- 
cense to teach, which is either of the first, second, or the third 
grade, and known as A, B, or C. Certificates of Grade C are 
no longer issued, although a limited number of the Primary 
teachers continue to hold them. Those holding the certifi- 
cate of Grade A are excused from other than voluntary at- 
tendance upon the Normal Schools ; those holding Grade B 
are excused if teaching in the Primary Schools ; all others, 
unless excused by the Committee on Normal Schools, are re- 
quired to attend until they obtain at the Normal School ex- 
aminations a higher grade certificate. The teachers thus at- 
tending as pupils are formed into classes having a course of 
study in many respects similar to that of the supplementary 
classes of the Grammar Schools. Their number is steadily 
diminishing, few appointments being now made unless with 
certificate of Grade A. 

Bat by far the largest and most interesting portion of the 
actual attendance is of a voluntary nature, and the number 
is steadily increasing. These pupils are formed into what 
are known as the post-graduate classes; they already hold 
the highest certificate required, yet attend the school for 
mutual benefit and instruction. It is therefore a perpetual 
" teachers' institute " of a high order. Among the most reg- 
ular attendants are many of our experienced and successful 
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principals of Primary and Grammar Schools, who week by 
week set the noble example of placing themselves as learn- 
ers side by side with their junior assistants, many or most of 
whom have been their own pupils. The exercises are almost 
exclusively normal in character, and have special reference 
in the several post-graduate classes, to the wants of the 
teachers of the Primary, Grammar School, or supplementary 
portions of the general course. An earnest desire is mani- 
icsted to learn, discuss, and adopt the best methods of instruct 
tion and discipline, and to assist in every way in advancing 
the general character of the s3'stem. The exercises being as 
far as possible conversational, or made the subject of discus- 
sion, it will be seen that the amount, variety, and character 
of the experience thus concentrated and contributed must 
make this school a central point of influence of our entire 
system. 

When it is remembered that all this is voluntarily done, 
at the cost of a large part of the Saturday holiday, and at 
the close of a week of severe labor, it is not too much to say 
that such a spirit manifested by those holding such high po- 
sitions is one of the strongest assurances that can be given 
that the system has the elements of a true and healthful 
growth, and that it will continue to hold and to deserve the 
confidence of the community. 

Another element which distinctly marks the function of 
this interesting school is the fact that its classes are in the 
charge of veteran teachers, nearly all of whom are principals 
of Grammar Departments, and that included in the corps are 
three of the City Superintendents, one of whom is the princi- 
pal of both the Normal Schools. The Saturday's instruction 
is thus made to tell with the utmost directness upon both 
Primary and Grammar Schools, contributing no small share 
to the excellence of the general result 

COLORED 8cnooLa . 

Tliese are graded in the same manner as those for white 
children, into Primary, Grammar, and Normal Schools. Aft- 

K 
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cr being the charge of a special committee of the Public 
School Society, they passed in 1853 to the care of the school 
oflicers of the several wards in which they are situated. The 
change was not, upon the whole, beneficial. While, in some 
cases, they received proper attention, in others, from obvious 
causes, they were either wholly or in part neglected. 

The recent act has placed them directly in charge of the 
Board of Education, who have appointed a special committee 
for the purpose, and systematic efforts are being made to ad* 
vance as far as possible the general condition of this class of 
schools. Better houses are in process of erection. Every op- 
portunity and convenience is afforded that is given any other 
class of schools. The teachers are of the same race as their 
pupils. They have many difficulties to contend with, chiefly 
those arising from the irregularity in the attendance of their 
pupils. The pupils themselves are gathered from wide areas, 
some of them coming from long distances. Yet in conse- 
quence of the new and encouraging measures adopted by the 
Board and its committee, an improvement has begun which, 
it is hoped, will continue to mark their future hbtory. 

COLLEGE OF TIIE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

This institution continues to hold the same relation to the 
Common Schools of the city as under its former title and or- 
ganization. Its students must have been pupils in the Public 
Schools, the condiiJK>ns pf admission being as follows: 

COXDmOXS OP ADMISSION OP STUDENTS. 

No Student shaU be admitted to tho College unless at the comineDceinent 
of the next term he shall be fourteen years of age, and hare attended the Com- 
mon Schools for twelve months, and shall have passed a good examination in 
rending, spelling, writing, English grammar, geography, arithmetic, elemen- 
tary book-keeping, history of tho United States, and algebra, through quadrat- 
ie equations. 

PRE-REQriSfrES TO EXAMINATION FOR ADMISSION. 

No candidate shall be examined for admission unless he shall present to the 
President of the College a certificate in the form prepared by the Executive 
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Committee, signed by the principal of the icliool or schoob of which he has 
been a member, and specifying the age of the candidate, the Common Schoob 
of this city which he has attended, the length of time in each, and when. If 
the number qtiiilified for admission shall bo more than can be admitted, the 
preference sliall be given to those who have attended the Common Schools the 
greater period. 

BEQUISITES OF ADMISSION. 

At either of the regular examinations students may be admitted to one or 
all the classes, to pursue the studies of any one or more Department^ provided 
they shall have attended the common schools the requisite period, shall be of 
the proiKsr age, shall pass the proper examination in the requisites for admis- 
sion, and an examination satisfactory to the faculty, in the previous studies of 
the class or Departments to which they are to bo admitted. 

TIME AND MANNER OF EXAMINATION. 

The examination of candidates for admission shall take place immediately 
after the general examination in July, and at such other time or times as shall 
be fixed by the Executive Committee, and shall continue at the same faoon 
until concluded. No person shall be present at the examination except the in- 
structors of the College and members of the Board of Trustees, and other school 
officers. Neither the names of the candidates, nor the schools from which 
they come, shall be made known to the instructors conducting the examina- 
tions, but each candidate shall bo designated during the examination by a 
number given him on a card by the President. 

RETURNS OP EX.VMINATION TO BE MADE TO FACULTY. 

The instructors conducting the examination shall make full retnmi of the 
same on a scale of ten to the faculty, wlio, from such returns, shall certify the 
names of the candidates who have passed the requisite good examination, and 
also tho result of the examination of each candidate, which sliall in aU cases 
be recorded in a book kept for that purpose. The examination papers of each 
student shall be preserved and filed. 

E3LUIINATI0N AND LICENSING OP TEACHERa 

For the examination and licensing of teachers, the follow* 
ing rules and regulations have been adopted by the City Sa- 
perintendent 

Candidates for examination must, in all cases, have attain- 
ed the age of seventeen years, and must have made, or be 
about to make, application for a situation actually vacant^ or 
expected soon to be vacant. The fact of such vacancy must 
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be attested by ^ certificate from one of the trustees of the 
ward, or the commissioners of the district within which said 
vacancy exists or is expected to occur. Satisfactory evidence 
of good moral character will also be uniformly required ; 
and in the case of pupils of any of the Grammar Schools, the 
recommendation of the principal, and his or her certificate of 
character or deportment 

The qualifications for the several grades arc as follows : 

Gbade B. — [For teachers of Primarj Schools.] Reading, spelling, defini- 
tions, English grammar, gcograplij, mental and written arithmetic, through 
percentage and proportion, penmanship, and ontline drawing. Also a knowl- 
edge of the methods of teaching proper for Primarjr Schools, including object 
teaching in its application to number, form, color, size, etc., as well as lessons 
on animals, plants, common minerals, and the qualities and nses of familiar 
objects. 

Grade B.— [For teachers of Grammar Schools not above first assistant] 
Keading, spelling, definitions, etymology, English grammar, with parsing and 
analysis, elementary astronomy, history of the United States, geography, mental 
and written arithmetic, through evolution, penmanship^ algebra, through simple 
equations^ and geometry, through the first book of Daris^s Legcndre, or an 
equivalent. 

Grade A. — [For Females.] Same as above, with higher astronomy, arith- 
metic complete, algebra, through equations ; second, third, and fourth books 
of geometry, with the applications to problems and mensuration ; ancient and 
modem history, natural philosophy, physiology, and rhetoric. 

[For ^lalcs. ] Geometry, through spherical ; trigonometry ; and outlines of 
chemistry, in addition to the preceding. 

A certificate for a limited period only will be conferred, 
except to such candidates as have shown by actual experi- 
ence in the schools of this city or elsewhere ability to impart 
instruction, and success in discipline. 

The examinations are held in the presence of the inspect- 
ors designated by the Board of Education on Friday of each 
week, commencing at nine o'clock A.M. Candidates are re- 
quested to present their credentials previous to the day of ex- 
amination. No candidate after rejection will bo re-examined 
until after the expiration of three months. 

In the case of limited certificates, they are usually given 
for six months or a year ; and if, at the end of that period, 
the holder has given satisfactory evidence of a proper ability 
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to teach end to govern, a full certificate in the usaal form is 
granted. If no such ability has been manifested, the license 
expires by limitation, and is not renewed. 



APPOINTMENT AND RmiOYAL OP TEACIIERa 
It is provided by law that 

The schools in tho several wards shall he classified as Grammar, Primair, 
and Evening schools, and teachers for the said schools shall bo appointed as 
tbllows : Principals and vice-principals by the Board of Education, upon the 
written nomination of a majority of the trustees of tho ward, stating that the 
nomination was agreed to at a meeting of the Board of Trustees at which a 
majority of the whole number in office were present. Other teachers shall be 
appointed by a majority of the trustees for the ward at a meeting of the Board 
of Trustees. Any teacher may be removed by the Board of Education upon 
the recommendation of tho City Superintendent, or of a majority of the trustees 
for the ward, or a majority of tho inspectors for the district. The Board of 
Trustees for tho ward, by a vote of a majority of the whole number of trustees 
in office, may also remove teachers employed therein other than principak and 
vice-principals, provided the removal is approved in writing by a majority of 
tho inspectors of the district, and provided further, that any teacher so re- 
moved shall have a right to appeal to tho Board of Education, under such 
rules as it may prescribe ; and tho said Board shall have power, after bearing 
the answers of the trustees, to reinstate the teacher. 

These regulations are the more important in that it has 
been the custom in the city of New York from the founda- 
tion of the Free School Society not to make annual appoint- 
ments of teachers, as is believed to be the general practice 
elsewhere. Once appointed, no new appointment is required 
for the same position, and the teacher is secure, so long as he 
or she faithfully performs the duties assigned. 

The Board by regulation also provides 

That no teacher shall be appointed principal or vice-principal of a Gram* 
mar School except of Grade A, and no assistant teacher shall be employed 
therein without a certificate equal to Grade B. No teacher shall be appoint- 
ed principal or vice-principal of a Primaiy School without a certificate equal 
to Grade B. 

Tt has also been found necessary to provide 

Thht the salary of any principal or vice-principal whom this Board, tkder 
the application of any Board of Trustees^ shall have refused to remove from 
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his or her position, And the f^nhirj of any teacher, whoso appeal to this Board 
from the action of a Board of Trustees in removing him or her from the posi- 
tion he or she held, shall hare been sustained ; and the salary of any teacher 
whose rcmoral, by request of a Board of Trustees, has not been approved by 
the inspectors of a school district, or a majority of them, shall not be reduced 
by any Board of Trustees below the amount he or she received at the time 
sitid Board took action to eflfcct the removal of such principal, vice-principal, 
or teacher, without first obtaining the approval of this Board. 

It Tvill thus be seen tliat every care is taken in the licens- 
ing of teachers, that, when necessary, they may be promptly 
removed, and that competent and worthy teachers are pro- 
tected from all hasty, injudicious, unjust, and oppressive meas- 
ures, and made to feel that faithful performance of duty will 
furnish them that guaranty which justice demands. 

No principal of any school is obliged to teach a particular 
class, nis duties are chiefly those of general supervision and 
superintendence. By frequent visits to the several class- 
rooms, as well as by the general rules he may adopt, he may 
so influence the whole department as to make it throughout 
bear testimony to his faithfulness and skill. This regulation 
is believed to be peculiar to the schools of the city, and is a 
large element in their success. 



SALARIES OF TEACHERS. 

The following are the by-laws relating to the salaries of 
teachers. 

1 Male DepartmenU 

The salaries paid to male principals of schools shall bo based upon the 
aTcrage attendance of their respective Departments, for the year ending on 
the preceding 3lst day of I>coembcr, and shall be as follows, rix : For each 
school having not more than one hundred and fifty pupils average attendance, 
two thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. For eoch school having more 
than one hundred and fifty, and not more than three hundred average at- 
tendance, two thousand five hundred dollars. For each bchool having more 
than three hundred and not more than five hundred average attendance, two 
thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars. For each school having more than 
fixe hundred average attendance, three thousand dollars. 

To vice-principals of schools having more than one hundred and fifty aver- 
age attendance, two thousand dollars. To male assistants, where but one it 
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employed in a school haring inoro than one handred and fiftv aTcrage attend- 
ance, fourteen hundred and fifty dollam ; when more than one is emplojed, an 
average not exceeding fourteen hundred dollars. 

To female assistant^ an average not exceeding scTen hundred and twenty- 

firo dollars. 

2. Femaie DepartmeiUt, 

To principalSi of each school having one hundred pupils or less in average 
attendance, twelve hundred dollars. For each school having more than one 
hundred, and not more than one hundred and fifty pupik in average attend- 
ance, thirteen hundred dollars. For each school having more than one hun- 
dred and fifty, and not more than three hundred average attendance, fifteen 
hundred dollars. For each school having more than three hundred, and noC 
more than five hundred average attendance, sixteen hundred doHan. For 
each school having more than five hundred average attendance, seventeen hun- 
dred dollars. 

To vice-principals of schools having more than one hundred and fifty aver- 
age attendance, eleven hundred dollars. To assistants, an average not ex- 
ceeding six hundred and fifty dollars. 

3. Primary DeparimentM and Schools, 

To principals for each school having two hundred pupils or less in average 
attendance, one thousand dollars. For each school having more than two 
hundred, and not more than four hundred pupils average attendance, eleven 
hundred dollars. For each school having more than four hundred, and not 
more than six hundred average attendance, thirteen hundied dollars. For 
each school having more than six hundred average attendance, fifteen hundred 
dollars. 

To vice-principals of schools having more than three hundred, and not mora 
than ten hundred pupils average attendance, nine hundred dollars. To vice- 
principals of schools having more than ten hundred pupils average attendance^ 
one thousand dollars. 

To assistants, an average not exceeding five hundred dollars. The mini- 
mum salary paid to any teacher employed in the schools under the control of 
this Board shall be four hundred dollars. The section shall not apply to teach- 
ers who have not a full or permanent certificate. 

CLERK'S AND SUPERINTENDENTS DEPARTMENTa 

The duties of these oiBeers, and especially those of the 
Superintendent, are fully stated in the law, of which a copy 
is found in this report Yet the practical working of their 
powers and duties is so clearly and succinctly set forth in a 
masterly report which has recently been published in a neigh- 
boring city, that liberty is taken to transcribe some of its state- 
ments, as apposite to this occasion. 
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" Under the administration of the system as carried out by 
the Board of Education, a degree of order, precision, and en- 
ergy of action has been attained, which has carried, and, if 
persevered in, must continue to carry forward the great work 
of popular education in the city of New York with a steady 
and strong progress, both in the broadness of its diffusion and 
the excellence of its character. In the administration of the 
system, while it is important that all its officers should be 
competent and faithful, yet its practical efficiency is largely 
dependent upon the capacity and fidelity of two of these offi- 
cers: Firsts the Clerk of the Board of Education, who has un- 
der him a deputy clerk, and as many assistant clerks as the 
Board may direct, all of whom are under the direction of the 
clerk. We can not undertake to enumerate all his powers 
and duties, but we can only say generally that his office is the 
centre around which the whole work revolves, the point from 
which essentially every thing emanates, and to which it re- 
turns ; and the returns are required to be made so full and 
precise, and the record of them kept so perfect and so ar- 
ranged, that it is possible to obtain at the clerk's office at any 
time all the essential facts in relation to every school, viz., 
the names, number, salaries, grades of its teachers, the num- 
ber of its pupils, the average attendance, and the amount of 
supplies of all kinds, books, stationery, fuel, etc., with the cost 
of the same ; also the cost of repairs, cleaning, rents, gas, 
printing, advertising, etc., and this for each District School, 
from the Free Academy down to the smallest Ward School. 
Second, the Superintendent of Public Schools and his assist- 
ants, who visit and examine the schools, as to their condition 
and progress, and the fidelity and efficiency of the teachers. 
As the clerk's office is the centre of the material administra- 
tion of the New York system, so the superintendent's office 
is the centre of its intellectual and moral efficiency, of the 
character of the schools as instrumentalities of education, and 
of the character of the teachers as competent and efficient in- 
structors, exemplars, and guides to the young. The trustees 
of the ward have the power to appoint the teachers of all 
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grades in the schools of the ward| but the superintendent vir- 
tually determines from among whom the appointments shall 
be made, and the tenure of office depends mainly upon him, 
because no person can be appointed as teacher by the trustees 
unless holding a license or certificate, signed by the superin- 
tendent, stating the grade of teacher for ^hich the holder is 
qualified ; and if subsequently experience, reached through 
the visits and examinations of the superintendent or his assist- 
ants, shows that the holder is not qualified, wants tact^ ener- 
gy, cfliciency, or is in any way incompetent or unfit for the 
work, the license or certificate is revoked, and the teacher re- 
moved. This plan of intrusting the visitations and examina- 
tions of the schools, the power to judge of the practical effi- 
ciency, competency, and fidelity of the teachers, etc., mainly 
and specially to experts, to persons appointed to the work be- 
cause their culture, mental habits, and experience specially fit 
them for it, must tend to make the schools progressive, to se- 
cure the services of the best teachers and the adoption of the 
best methods. 

" Of course there are other officers, such as the superinten- 
dent of school buildings, the engineer, the inspector of fael, 
and the various sub-committees of the Board of Education, 
whose fidelity in the special work assigned them contributes 
largely to the successful working of the whole organization. 
Yet it seems to be mainly through these two channels — the 
Clerk of the Board of Education, with his assistants, and the 
Superintendent of Public Schools, with his assistants, that the 
New York system has reached its thorough and exact external^ 
its spirited and progressive inknial administration." 
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scnooL-nousEs. 

School-honscs of the Public School Societj. — Sacccssive and Recent Improre* 
mcnts. — Specimens of New Buildings. — Illustrations. — The general Pol* 
icy of the Board as to School-houses. 

In looking over tlie history of the Common Schools of the 
city of New York, some consideration must necessarily bo 
given to an examination of the nature of the buildings erect- 
ed for the use of these schools, both on account of the extent 
of the provision that has been made in the way of sites and 
buildings, and because the schools themselves must be helped 
or hindered — ^in all that pertains to their eflicient usefulness — 
by the character and condition of the accommodations pro- 
vided for them. "While very much or most of the success of 
a school depends on the ability of the instructors engaged in 
its management, it is yet a matter of no little importance that 
the school-house and its appointments should be of the best 
character that it is possible, in the circumstances of the case, 
to give There is a sort of inspiration almost about a well- 
arranged and properly-appointed building that affects both 
teachers and pupils, makes the work of the school-room seem 
easier, and gives that cheerful and hopeful spirit by which 
success is attained. 

The construction and arrangement of school-houses in this 
city have undergone numerous changes within the last half- 
century, all of which have been made with a view of obtain- 
ing the best type — for the time — of a city school-house. And 
it is interesting to note through these gradual changes that 
the progress made has been almost uniformly on the same 
line, as though the various improvements that have been in- 
troduced from time to time were but an amplification and 
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Elevation of a PrimAiy School, fauilt on a lot of Broand 35 hj 100 bet 
Tlio fintsiory ii ubcJ ns h plaj-ground, which is more fall/ cxplniaed In Fig. 
3. Tho mnin bnilJiiiR ii 'J5 feet front, by G2) feet deep ; the uair faajldlng b 
37 fcGt by II feet S inchea. Tho main building U placed G or S foet from tha 
line of the ilreel, aicording to tho depth of the loL The iralli nbore lh« 
ground nra built cnlirel/ of brick. The roof !» of tin, and the gnlteri of to^ 
per. The lower doori and windovs have iron bar* {n>encd for Mfet; and to 
admit a free circnlaiion of air in inmnieT, bnt are doted iiith uilteain llui win- 
ter. 

Tho uuhci in all (he Primary Schools are hnng the Mme at Ihoae in tb* 
rnblic School), M 0$ to be moved up and down at pleainr^ Hm fint MOfj, 
or plaj-grouod, ii 7} feet high la the clear i the ucond and third ttoriei, each 
12 feet high In the dear. 

Fignrei 1 and 2 exhibit the plan* and elevation of a Slodd Primoiy School 
Houce (for two deparimcnli) adopted hy the Public School Sodety. That So- 
dciy, after 1644, erected all their Primary Scbooli after thi* plan. 
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natural outgrowth of tbe original idea brought about bj the 
experience gained in the workings of the system. 

Tlic school buildings erected by the late Public School 
Society were all built u}X)n the same general plan, and that 
plan — owing no doubt to the limited funds of the Society — 
was a very economical one. Their " Model Primary School- 
house '' was built upon a single lot, covering the whole width 
— twenty-five feet — ^to a depth of sixty-two feet, and at that 
point was joined by a rear stairway wing some eleven feet 
wide by twenty-eight feet long. By this reduction in the 
width, some rear light was secured ; but this was of service 
only on the brightest days, and when the fresh air and sun- 
shine were not shut out by rear buildings on adjoining lots. 

Plans of one of these buildings are herewith presented, 
which will show very clearly the arrangement of the several 
floors. 

It will be seen that compactness and severe plainness are 
the main features of this plan. A building like the above 
accommodated about three hundred and fifty scholars. The 
arrangement of seats was very inconvenient, yet one of these 
buildings was considered, thirty years ago, as a great improve- 
ment on any tbing that had preceded it 

The buildings for " Public Schools," as they were called, 
corresponded to the present Grammar School-houses, and 
contained rooms for three departments, which were desig- 
nated as " Boys'," ** Girls'," and " Primary." The last of these 
was located in the basement, the floor of which was generallj 
about five feet below the sidewalk line, and the ceiling per- 
haps the same distance above it The ^' Girls' " school was on 
the main floor, and the " Boys' " on the upper, or second floor. 
The Primary consisted of one largo room, comprising the 
whole space enclosed within the walls, which was divided in 
the middle at times by sliding doors so as to separate the 
smaller children — ^the abecedarians — from those who were 
more advanced in their studies. For the accommodation of 
these little ones, a gallery of rising steps was provided at one 
end of the room ; for the larger scholars, there were two rows 
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of scats next the walls on the sides and opposite end of the 
room, and the teacher's desk being placed midway between 
the two sections, near the line of the sliding doors, neces- 
sitated " giving the cold shoulder " to one division when facing 
the other. By the arrangement of seats referred to, a large 
space was left in the central portion of the room for marshal- 
ing the scholars, and for the numerous drafts of the monito- 
rial system. 

The Boys' and Girls' Departments were usually similar in 
their plan, and were much better arranged for seating pur- 
poses than the Primary ; yet even in these schools the facil- 
ities for instruction were very limited. Usually but two class- 
rooms were provided, and these would each seat about fifty 
pupils, the remainder of necessity received were taught in 
the large room, or alternated in the use of the two class- 
rooms. A visitors' entrance at the front led to two, and 
sometimes to all of the Departments, and pupils' entrances 
for each department were located at the rear of the building. 
This was in many cases a long, straight, narrow stairway, and 
external to the building. 

The capacity of these buildings was for about ten or eleven 
hundred pupils. The accompanying diagrams, representing 
" Public School No. 17 " (now Grammar School No. 16), on 
West Thirteenth Street, in the Ninth Ward, will give a gen- 
eral idea of the arrangements of the floors of such a building 
as has been described ; but this being the last but one of the 
buildings erected by the late Public School Society, has em- 
braced in it many improvements that were not to be found 
in the earlier buildings, not the least important of which is 
the abandonment of the under-ground basement, the provid- 
ing of one or two more class-rooms, and the adoption of stair- 
cases having frequent landings. Such buildings, being of 
small size, were not as economical as they might at first seem. 
They required a large number of buildings for a moderate 
number cf pupils; and were the same sort of economical 
views to prevail now, and school-houses to be built upon the 
plans just considered, it would require for the accommodation 
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GRAMMAR SCHOOL HOUSE N O. IS. 

<FoniKH7 lliUle Scliool N« ITJ 

THIBTEEKTM BTKBBT, KEAR TUB BEVEMU AVUl'E. 




A— Primarj School -room, 39 bjr 33 
foot. 

B — Infant School- room, 39 by 30 ft. 
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pnrtmcnt. 



VAKI>d, WOOI>-UIM.':>ES, BTC. 



ZZ— Flue«,or chlmnej*. 

I I— Pl.-ij-fironntl, or yntJ, 102 by 
20 fi-elj pavcU wiib brick. 

D n— Wonl-hoii^oi, H3 by 3| kft, 
nnil U fpci higli ; llic frtiii% of whicii w 
made of hcmliick xtrips, t by 3 inchet, 
set jicrpcniliritlarlT 2 inchei ■(HUt, to 



nllotr a fn-e c 



> pro- 
of the 



E E — Itfiof of wood-hoasc*, j 
jci'tin)!; 3J feci licyoni] the front of 
houM'5; fonnini: a ahcltcr for tb« 
Kcliolim in Mnnnj weatbcr. 

H II — Giitien of hlua itone, locoo- 
dnct llic waste water ttoa tho wooil- 
boiwci and vards lo tho MitCf. 

F F— I'nvlea, 13 bv 8 few. 

G G— Bnxc* for Mod, 3 hy 2) FmI. 

n'— Front walk, bluC'KlonclIatyctniL 

X — Conrt-yiiTd,8t feet vide. 

YV -Stone foumlntion blocks to 
nrlilcti iron milini; in front Is nccarcd. 



Q. 9.— OROrND PLAN OP THE Bt 

EXCEPT SOME SI.1GIIT DlPrCHENCES IM TlUt BTIIBB. 
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A— School-room. 

11 B— Bceiiation-roomi. 

C— R.Tiinlion.room». 

D— HccoiTing-room, nnil «pho]»r»' 
cntrnncc; this mom is runiishcd wiih 
n lalDcicnt nnmbcr of cinnk and hM 
liooks, to accommodRlo alt ihe schol- 
ar) in each drparimcnt. 

I— Front entrance 

K — Rook clout, 

LLL L— StOTW 

G— nnlforro. 
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II— TcncTien' duk, with a ibetf U 
cnch pnd Tor (flobei. 

E E— Scholars' dcski ; Mfh IS feet 
8 inches long — 19 inches for each webti- 

F F— A seat at the end of ihe desk, 
iciih a movable shelf for the pDrt>OM 

The front of the teachers' desk to- 
ward llie scholars is formed b;r • black- 
board 3 feet wide, and extending the 
whole length nf iha desk. 



scnooL-HOUS£dL 157 

of tlic present number of children attending the pablic schools 
of this city, nearly two hundred buildings instead of the eighty 
or ninety that are now used for the purpose, and the cost of 
managing the school system would be greatly increased. 

It is unnecessary at this late day to enter into any argu* 
ment in favor of large buildings as being more economical — 
cither in construction, repairs, or convenience, than an equiv- 
alent number of small ones for school purposes. The/ad la 
too long and too well established to require any thing to be 
said to substantiate it 

It has already been stated that the "Model Primary 
School " on a single lot, as formerly erected, gave accommo* 
dations for some three hundred and fifty pupils. The mod- 
ern Primary School on two or three lots gives much better 
accommodation for three or five times that number. It will be 
noted that the modem plans, both Grammar and Primary, 
furnish a large number of class-rooms ; by which the schools 
can be thoroughly classified, and the ends of teaching be bet* 
ter subserved. 

When, in 1853, the Public School Society was united with 
the Board of Education, that society transferred to the Board 
some thirty-four buildings which were owned and had been 
erected by them. Five of these have since been abandoned, 
being no longer wanted for school purposes, and, with the 
sites on which they stood, surrendered to the city authorities. 
All of the others have been extensively altered and improved, 
in obedience to modern requirements, and to furnish the ad- 
ditional accommodations that have been so urgently demand- 
ed. Nine of them have been entirely rebuilt, some even after 
having previously undergone enlargement. 

In addition to such alteration and rebuilding of the Pidh 
Uc School edifices, the Board of Education has, since the year 
1853, enlarged or rebuilt thirty-two of the Ward School- 
houses (Grammar and Primary), and has erected twenty-nine 
new buildings. 

There are now in this city twenty-nine Primary School- 
houses and fifty-five Grammar School-houses, in addition to 
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tbe hired premises that are used by the schools under the 
control of the Board of Education ; nine of the former and 
five of the latter are all that are left of the thirty -four build- 
ings that were erected by the late Public School Society. 
Of the remaining Primaries, four are buildings that were pur- 
chased with the sites on which they stand, and have been al- 
tered and adapted to school purposes. The others have been 
erected by the Board for the special purpose for which they 
are used, and, in accordance with the best known principles 
of construction and arrangement, fitted with all conveniences 
for teachers and pupils, and supplied with the best styles 
of furniture, and the most approved heating and ventilating 
apparatus. The play-grounds are in all cases ample, and so 
arranged that the pupils at recess can enjoy their sports in 
the open air or under cover, as they may prefer, or circum- 
stances may admit 

The school sites belonging to the Board comprise over 
three hundred lots, and, if placed together in blocks with the 
streets usually allowed, would include upward of twenty acres 
of ground ; and the floors of the school buildings placed in 
the same manner, would comprise some sixty acres more — 
quite a little farm, upon which many laborers are busily en- 
gaged sowing the seed, from which abundant harvests of un- 
told value are annually gathered to enrich the nation. 

From the general statement preceding it will be seen that 
great improvements have been made within a few years past 
in the school buildings of this city ; formerly the Primary 
Departments were located in basements that were seldom 
light and cheerful, and always subject to annoyances of vari- 
ous kinds — now all these schools are well provided for 
above ground, and free from disturbance; then a couple of 
class-rooms for an upper department were considered suffi- 
cient ; now there are few buildings that have less than eight 
of these rooms for any department including the Primary, 
A building that accommodated one thousand pupils was con* 
sidercd a wonder. Modem buildings on the same sites ac- 
commodate in a better manner double that number. Once 
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the scbool-houscs of tho city were remarkable for their ex- 
treme plainness, but now a wiser economy provides for the 
judicious adornment of these edifices, that they may present 
attractions to those for whose benefit they were erected. 

The school-houses of to-day are solidly built, convenient- 
ly arranged, well supplied with apparatus, and yet probably 
cost less than any other public buildings of the same class 
constructed at the same time and under similar circumstances. 
Improvements are constantly sought after each new building 
is better in some point than its immediate predecessor. As 
an indication of the latest stages of advancement in this re- 
spect, the following views and diagrams, with descriptions, are 
given, of several buildings that have recently been com- 
menced, or about being put under contract 



GRA^^DLVR SCIIOOL-nOUSE NO. 56. 

On West Eighteenth Street, between Eighth and Ninth 
avenues, a new building is in course of erection which is to 
be occupied by Grammar School No. 56. This is a school 
for females only, and will consist of two Departments— one 
Grammar and one Primary — each of which will have as- 
signed to it several more class-rooms than could be allowed 
in a building arranged (as most of the Grammar School- 
houses are) for three departments. There are many advan- 
tages in this arrangement, the most prominent of which is the 
additional room that can be assigned to the scholars of the 
Primary grades, these forming about two-thirds of the 
whole number of pupils. Their proper accommodation is an 
important matter. Some idea may be formed of the charae* 
tcr of the structure upon an examination of the exterior 
viCtW, and the plans of the internal arrangement that are 
herewith presented. The whole front of the building, one 
hundred feet in length, and having a depth of about thirty 
feet, is occupied on each floor by the entrance-hall and stair- 
ways, with two large class-rooms on either hand ; behind the 
central portion of this front is the main body of the building 
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— about fifty feet in width, and running back nearly sixty 
feet — which contains on the second floor the reception and 
gallery rooms of the Primary Department; the second floor is 
given entirely to class-rooms, and the whole of the upper floor 
of this portion of the building is occupied by the grammar 
reception-room ; two additional class-rooms on each floor are 
contained in the wings on each side at the rear. On each of 
these floors two large wardrobes are provided for the use of 
the teachers of the school, in addition to those for the use of 
the pupils. Four stone stairways for the pupils' use connect 
with each of the floors from the ground to the upper depart- 
ment On the ground floor are the enclosed play-rooms, 
apartments for the janitor, a meeting-room for the school 
trustees, etc. This building will accommodate from fifteen 
hundred to two thousand scholars. 

The exterior of this school-house is very effective in its 
design ; and while it can not well be mistaken for any thing 
else than a school-house, it is yet a pleasant departure from 
the set order of things that has hitherto marked this class of 
public buildings. The " squat" appearance that generally ac- 
companies a building of the same breadth of front as this, is 
here avoided by the recessions in the front, which break the 
horizontal lines, and give instead so many vertical sections. 
And the bold bringing out of the central tower, making the 
maia entrance a prominent feature, carries the eye upward 
with pleasant relief. While the building is one of the most 
solid and substantial character, there is yet no appearance of 
undue heaviness. The ornamentation is simple, and consists 
rather in the judicious use of material than in having it highly 
wrought. The windows and other openings exhibit in a 
variety of forms the strength and beauty of the arch line, yet 
variety is not introduced at the expense of the unity of the de- 
sign. The first story of the front of the building is of brown 
stone, channeled with vermiculated blocks and voussoirs 
at the openings ; the other stories are faced with Philadelphia 
pressed brick, and trimmed with polished brown stone. 

The exterior sections of the front are ornamented with 



»• ■ « 



. . ^. ^ — » 



^ 



o 



I 



• • .' » 






% 

^ >":. 



•f 



I '1 



ij;n 












]\ 



t ] . 1 . . ' 






I 






'-» 4. ■■ IT.. . ) \ ', 



t " 



I 












. i'.;. \-\:'. . :•■ 1'.: ^^:•.i••v: v> Ivr li.' ^'M !'.^' 



•( /^ 






\. I 



> • «. . .'.••',1* t ■''•'.' I i ■ ^ • . ' i i I ' . llV ,. v.. 

■ I , . . . . , t ,. 

•- , ■ '... ' ..' ; •'. 1 : ' i ■ . 'M • w'r. ir : \ j.iu. . '. 
■< ... ■ .V 



.4 



< '-i 



» .» 



( _ 



f'.-:> •: .-v * 



:i- i 



- \ • • 



-lit 



J s 



;'i..'. f .11 •!.. fit' 



' .»' 



' • • I ■ ■• , 1 ' ,\' . •»■ »• • • • » , r * 






"%■»>'. I t V. ',1.*. i. 



. !; ('. \\ lii\ l;:-' 1' j.i«l:- j i.-^ v.ik ijiT'!.- ::\uy 



\ -y \ r ii •.••r-:::..\l ^'Ij r-: < :» r, i^-. r.^ i.- \ t ?.o a'n;-- .i..T.cc• 



• I 



r: 












Tl.o o; 



i'i:': o: ^ ^. .' :it..:i. -i :< ^;:l:p^ . :.iA c\>n<'..-'- 

ti < «. • < ' V I ? • t , •, I • ' '1 III 1 1 -in •■ ■ < • ■ 1.-. I 

< < 

» - > ■ » I. • ..'',' 






::.i 



1 will 



k^' 



I 
I f II) 

a J o I 

nil 






^i^^-^' 



^■■«»J<aMUi*^_. -1 It •M.a 




SIXTEENTH WARD SCHOOL NO. 96. 
rjOUTCE.NTD BTBEBT. (riBST STOST.) 




SIXTEENTH WARD SCHOOL NO. 56. 
EIOUTEENTD STREET. (SECOND STORY.) 



: i 



I I 




SIXTEENTH WARD ORAMMAR SCHOOL NO. ««, 
ElUUTEEXTII BTKESr. <TI]lltn BTORI.) 



.1 




fS^a Lrg 





SIXTEENTH WA.10 ORAHMAR SCHOOL NO. I 

eiGHTEESTti atBErr. (ponm stobt.) 



SCHOOL-HOUSES. 161 

paneled pilasters of brick, and tlic corners of tho tower are 
decorated with groins of brown stone. A heavily moulded 
cornice with coupled brackets and scroll modillions surmounts 
the building, above which is a curved roof slated in two col- 
ors and crowned by a handsome balustrade. The tower rises 
some feet above the main cornice, and has a light and airy 
lookout above the roof. 

Built of the best materials, and with the most skilled labor, 
this school-house will be a source of pride, not only to those 
who arc immediately engaged or interested in its construc- 
tion, but also to every citizen who desires that the schools of 
New York should maintain the supremacy they have so long 
and so justly held. 



PRL^IARY SCnOOL-lIOUSE NO. 16. 

The rapid growth of the city constantly creates new de- 
mauds for school accommodation, and the class of inhabitants 
in a given locality frequently determines the grade of ac- 
commodation required in that neighborhood. In one case 
Grammar pupils may constitute the majority requiring these 
f;icilities, while in another the Primary applicants may large- 
ly outnumber the Grammar. In the Twenty-first Ward 
there are two Grammar School buildings, the Primary De- 
partments of which are always full to overflowing, their com- 
bined average attendance being upward of twenty-five hun- 
dred; yet so great has been the number seeking admission 
where not another could be taken, that it became necessary 
to establish in that section of the city a new Primary School. 
Lots were accordingly purchased on East Thirty-second 
Street midway between the two schools already established, 
and a building — of which the accompanying diagrams are a 
correct representation — is about to be erected thereon, to be 
known as Primary School-house No. 16. 

In its general features the plan ot this building does not 
differ materially from thcGrammar School plan just consider- 
ed ; although the frontage of the lots is some twenty feet less, 

L 
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the arrangement of the rooms and stairways is very much 
the same ; the purpose of the building, however, is different. 
The front of the first floor contains the janitor's apartments, 
very conveniently arranged; back of this are the play- 
grounds, both open and covered, for the pupils. A visitors' 
entrance at the centre of the front leads to all the Depart- 
ments, and four lire-proof stairways, conveniently located, 
connect the play-grounds with the several floors above. The 
second and third floors are similar in arrangement, each hav- 
ing a large assembling-room, with gallery-rooms for the small- 
est scholars in the rear of this. There are two class-rooms 
at the sides of the gallery-rooms, and four more in front of 
the main room. In the stairway wings are found the rooms 
with wardrobes, etc., for the teachers' use. The accommo- 
dation afforded by this building will be for between twelve 
to fifteen hundred pupils, which will materially relieve the 
pressing wants of the neighborhood in which it is situated. 

The exterior view shows again what may be done toward 
securing a really handsome building by a judicious use of 
simple material, without incurring the expense involved in 
elaborate ornamentation. The characteristics of this front are 
boldness and simplicity: the material used is principally 
Philadelphia pressed brick ; the rustic- work of the first story, 
and the keys and spring-blocks of the windows, with the sills 
and sill courses, being of polished brown stone. The impos- 
ing entrance, with its tower, the wing projections, and the 
arches of the windows and doors, give an air of solidity to the 
structure that is at once pleasing to the eye and satisfactory 
to the sense. Above the cornice — which is a fine feature in 
itself— the roof of the front section is carried up in a convex 
Mansard curve, handsomely slated, and finished with a bal- 
ustrada The other portions of the building are covered with 
a tin TOo£ 

This building possesses many improvements over any pre- 
viously erected, and may be fairly considered a model Pri- 
mary School-bouse. 
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COLORED SCHOOL-HOUSE NO. 8. 

For more than half a century the colored children of this 
city have been provided with the means of education in the 
sumo manner as the children of white parentage. The school 
buildings, the instructors, the supplies of books and apparatos 
hnvc been of identically the same character in cither cstac 
The colored people arc given to colonizing, and, in recogni- 
tion of this fact, the schools for their use have been located 
in the immediate neighborhood, if not d'rcctly in the midst, 
of the communities thus formed. 

The late Public School Society erected two buildings for 
Colored Schools, which at the time they were built were as 
good as any others in the city. One of these, No. 2, on Laa- 
rens Street, is still sUnding, and in good order, having recent- 
ly been thoroughly overhauled and remodeled j and the other. 
No. 1, after having been used for many years, was demolish- 
ed, and a new building erected in the year ISod, which was 
generally considered to be the Ancst colored school-house in 
the United States 

By the changes of populaUon already alluded to, quite a 
large number of the colored people within a few years post 
have left the lower for the upper wards of the city, and for 
their benefit Colored School No. 6 — now known, however, 
as No. 3 — was established. Success attended this school ; 
and the Board of Education, with a desire to furnish it as 
good accommodations as for any other, has recently pur- 
chased a fine school site on the northerly side of West 
Forty-first Street, between Seventh and Eighth Avenuea, 
on which to erect a building for its use. The view, and 
plans accompanying, represent new Colored School-houso 
No. 8. 

The several floors of this building are very much alike. 
A commodious assembling — or reception-room — and five 
class rooms being furnished on each floor. The three class- 
rooms at the rear can be thrown into one largo open room — 
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ill connection with the assembly — ^by the use of the sliding 
doors ; the usual visitors' entrance and pupils' stairways are 
shown on the plans. The ceilings are high, and the windows 
of good size, to secure proper light and ventilation. The 
building is calculated for three departments, if it shall be 
found necessary to organize them, and has accommodations 
for about one thousand children. The yards are very 
roomy, and have broad sheds at the sides for protection in 
stormy weather. Apartments for the janitor are provided 
in the basement, and in the story formed in the Mansard 
roof over the front portion of the building. 

The front of this school-house presents a very neat and 
tasteful appearance that must excite admiration, and will be a 
credit to the neighborhood in which it is situated. Built of 
the same materials as the other buildings that have already 
been described, it is yet unlike them, and has a character all 
its own. 

The foregoing examples are given simply to show what 
is being done by the Board to meet the demands of the ever- 
swelling throng of eager applicants who are knocking at the por- 
tals of already filled school -houses, and presenting their claims 
to a share in the benefits conferred by our system of free educa- 
tion. As readily and as fully as the means of the Board will 
permit, these claims are allowed, but they can not be entirely 
satisfied. The time is not j'ct, and probably will not soon 
be, when the demand for school accommodation shall cease ; 
for liberal as is the fund contributed by our citizens for the 
maintenance of our Public Schools, yet it can not, in the nat- 
ural course of things, equal the demands that will be made 
upon it by our rapidly-increasing population. These citizen 
tax-payers are urging the erection of additional school-houses, 
and it would undoubtedly be a matter of no little difliculty 
to obtain their consent to the erection of a poorer class of 
buildings than those hitherto erected ; and each succeeding 
year will see arise in various sections of our city these stately 
edifices to be devoted to this good cause. They are emphat- 
ically the schools of the people, are extending their influence 
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for good day by day, and the attractions they present are 
wholesome in their cflects. 

The buildings required will be erected as fast as circum- 
stances permit. All parts of the city will receive £ivorable con- 
sideration whenever additional accommodations are necessary. 
In neighborhoods that have school-houses of the old methods 
of construction, they will be remodeled to meet this want; bat 
in case this is not practicable, they will be removed, and new 
houses built. In building or altering, the Board has taken 
every precaution to guard against an extravagant use of the 
public funds under its control All the work in this line is 
done by contracts based upon competitive estimates obtained 
through public advertisement, and made by numbers of the 
best mechanics in the city. The material used is always the 
best of its kind, and the labor is required to be of the first 
class. All the work undergoes a rigid superintendence, in 
order that the various provisions of these contracts may be 
fully carried out 
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LAWS RELATIVE TO PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

IN TIIE CITY OP NEW YORK. 



Ay Act to amend^ consolidate^ and reduce to o)ie Act, die various 
Acts relative to Hie Common Scliools of the City of New York, 

Passed Jalj 8, 1851. 

As amended hy die Acts severally entitled, 'Mn Act relative to 
Common Schools in tJie City of New YorkJ^^^ 

Passed Jnne 4, 1853. 

Mnrch 31, 1854. 

April 15, 1854. 

Uie People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enajct as follows: 

OF SCHOOL OFFICERS AND THEIR ELECTION. 

§ 1. There shall be two Commissioners, two Inspectors, 
and eight Trustees of Common Schools, in each of the wards 
of the city of New York, who shall be known as the School 
GiBcers of the ward. 

At every general election, there shall be elected in each 
of the said wards, one Commissioner, one Inspector, and two 
Trustees of Common Schools, who shall take office on the first 
day of January next succeeding their election, and hold the 
same for the following terms : the Commissioner and Inspect- 
or for two years each, and the Trustees for four years each. 

Every vacancy in the office of a Commissioner, Inspector, 
or Trustee of Common Schools, occurring more than twenty 
days previous to any general election, shall be filled at the 

' For most recent and Important changes, see Act of 25th of April, 18C4, on 
page 192. 
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next general election ; and every person chosen to fill a va- 
cancy shall take office on the first day of January next sao> 
cccding the election, and hold the same for the residue of the 
term ; and, in every such case, the person voted for to fill a 
vacancy shall be designated in the ballot by the words, "to 
fill vacancy," written or printed immediately over his name, 
and shall also be so designated in the returns of the election; 
and if there be more than one vacancy in the office of Trustee 
of any ward, to bo filled at the same election, each person 
voted for to fill a vacancy shall be designated on the ballot 
and in the returns, by adding the number of years for which 
he is to serve to the words " to fill vacancy ;" so that the des- 
ignation will read, " to fill vacancy of — years." 

In case in any ward the number of Trustees in office shall 
at any time be less than eighty the Board of Education shall 
have power, upon the nomination of the School Officers of 
the ward, to appoint as many Trustees as will make, including 
the Trustees previously in office, eight Trustees for the ward; 
but the Trustees so appointed shall cease to hold office on the 
first day of January next ensuing, and their successors shall be 
chosen at the next general election, to serve for such number 
of years, respectively, as the Board of Education may designate. 

The Board of Education shall, at least fifteen days previ- 
ous to every general election, cause to be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the Common Council, a list of the school offi- 
ces to bo filled at the next general election, stating the names 
of the officers whose terms will expire ; and also, in each 
case of an unexpired term in which a vacancy is to be filled, 
stating the number of years which the person elected to fill 
the same will be entitled to serve. 

The elections held by virtue of this Act, shall be subject 
to the same laws and regulations, in all respects, as those 
which govern the general elections in said city. The ballots 
for School Officers shall be indorsed " Common Schools," and 
deposited in a separate box to be provided therefor. 

Every School Officer shall, before entering on the duties 
of his office, and within fifteen days after the commencement 
of the term for which he is elected, or from the time of being 
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notified of his appointment to fill a vacancy, take and sub- 
scribe before the Clerk of the Board of Education, the oath 
prescribed by the Constitution of this State. And any school 
office to which any person, who shall omit to take the said 
oath within the time and in the manner above prescribed, 
may have been elected or appointed in said city, shall be con- 
sidered as vacant from and after the expiration of said fifteen 
days, and the vacancy shall thereupon be filled in the manner 
in which other vacancies in school offices are filled. 

The Board of Education shall be judges of the election or 
appointment and qualification of its members. 

Every School Officer shall, at the time of his election or 
appointment, be a resident of the ward for which he is elected 
or appointed ; and the Board of School Officers of any ward 
shall have power to declare vacant the office of any Commis- 
sioner, Inspector, or Trustee elected by the people, or appoint- 
ed by the Board of Education, who shall have removed from 
the ward ; and it shall be the duty of such Board of School 
Officers to consider the subject, and determine whether or not 
the seat of the officer who shall have removed from the ward 
shall be declared vacant 

OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION — ITS POWERS AND DUTIES. 

§ 2. The Commissioners of Common Schools shall consti- 
tute a Board of Education for the city and county of New 
York. They shall meet on the second Wednesday of Janu- 
ary, in each year, for the purpose of organization, and there- 
after for the transaction of business as often as they may de- 
termine ; they shall elect one of their number President, and 
shall appoint a Clerk, and as many Assistant Clerks, and other 
officers for the transaction of the business of the Board as may 
be necessary, who shall severally hold their offices during the 
pleasure of the Board, and whose respective duties, powers, and 
compensation shall be regulated and determined by the Board. 
The Board of Education shall have power: 
1. To take and hold property, both real and personal, de- 
vised or transferred to it for the purposes of Public Education, 
in the city of New York, 
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2. To appoint a City Superintendent of Scbools, and one or 
more Assistant Superintendents, and also a Superintendent 
of School Buildings, whose respective duties, powers, salaries, 
and terms of ofiicc, except as herein otherwise provided, shall 
be regulated and determined by the Board of Education, and 
to employ, under the Superintendent of School Buildings, nee* 
cssary workmen, and provide necessary materials for repair- 
ing, altering, and enlarging school or other buildings; but this 
provision shall not be construed to compel the Trustees of any 
ward to use or employ such workmen or materials for any 
purpose whatever. 

3. On the nomination of the School Oflicers of any ward to 
fill vacancies in school oflices which may occur in such ward 
between the general elections ; and upon the presentation of 
a majority of the School Officers of any ward, to remove any 
Inspector of Common Schools for such ward, who shall be 
proven to the satisfaction of the Board of Education to have 
willfully, or without good cause, neglected to perform any duty 
imposed upon him by this act ; and it shall be the duty of the 
said Board to remove from office any Commissioner, Inspect- 
or, or Trustee, who shall be, or become, directly or indirectly, 
interested, by way of commission or otherwise, in any con- 
tract or undertaking for the furnishing of any supplies of 
books or materials, or for the performing of any labor or work 
for any of the schools or buildings under his chaise. 

4. To establish new schools, as hereinafter provided. 

5. To draw from the moneys which shall be raised for the 
purpose of Public Education, such sums as may be required 
for the purpose of defraying the necessary incidental expenses 
of the Board, and such further sums as may be required for 
the payment of the salaries of such clerks and other officers 
as may be appointed by virtue of the authority vested in the 
Board by this act, and of such other expenses as may be nec- 
essarily incurred by the Board in pursuance of the provisions 
of this act 

6. To visit and examine the schools subject to the provis- 
ions of this act 
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7. To make rules of order and by-laws for the govern- 
ment of the Board, its members and committees, and general 
regulations to secure proper economy and accountability in 
the expenditure of the school moneys. 

8. To continue the existing Free Academy, and organize a 
similar instifution for females ; and if an}* similar institution is 
organized by the Board of Education, all the provisions of this 
act relative to the Free Academy, shall apply to each and every 
one of the said institutions, now existing or hereafter establish- 
ed, as fully, completely, and distinctly as they could or would 
if it was the only institution of the kind ; to distinguish each 
existing and future institution by an appropriate title ; and to 
purchase, erect, or lease sites and buildings for each and all 
of the said institutions, provided that no additional institution 
shall be authorized or organized by the Board of Education, 
unless a majority of the whole number of members of the said 
Board shall vote in favor thereof 

9. To use and control the premises known as the Ilall of 
the Board of Education, at the corner of Grand and Elm 
Streets, to direct the purposes for which the same may be oc- 
cupied, and to make all the repairs, alterations, and additions 
in and to the same, which the Board may deem advisable, and 
to provide such additional sites and buildings as may be nec- 
essary for the purposes of this act, the title of which shall, in 
all cases, bo vested in the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonal- 
ty of the city of Kew-York. 

10. To dispose of such personal property used in the 
School or other buildings under the charge of the Board, as 
the Trustees or Committees having the immediate charge 
thereof shall certify is no longer required for use therein ; 
and all moneys realized by the sale of any such property 
shall be paid into the City Treasury, for the same purposes 
as the moneys raised under the sixteenth section of this act 

11. And for the purposes of this act, the said Board shall 
posses3 the powers and privileges of a corporation. 

§ 3. It shall be the duty of the Board of Education : 

1. On or before the fifteenth day of November, in each 
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year, to report to the Board of Sapenrisors of said city aod 
county, an estimate of the amount over and above the sum 
specified in the fifteenth section of this act^ which will be re- 
quired during the year for the purpose of meeting the curr 
rent annual expenses of public instruction in said city, for 
purchasing, leasing, and procuring sites ; for erecting build- 
ings, and for furnishing, fitting up, altering, enlarging, and 
repairing the buildings and premises under their charge ; for 
the support of schools which shall have been organized since 
the last annual apportionment of the school moneys made by 
the Board, and of such further sum or sums as may be nec^ 
essary for any of the purposes authorized by this act; but 
the aggregate amount so reported shall not exceed the sum 
of four dollars for each pupil who shall have actually attend- 
ed and been taught the preceding year in the schools entitled 
to participate in the apportionment 

2. To apportion all the school moneys which shall have 
been raised for the purpose of meeting the current annual 
expenses of public instruction, to the schools entitled to par- 
ticipate therein by the provisions of this act 

3. To file with the Chamberlain of said city, on or before 
the first Monday of April in each year, a copy of their ap- 
portionment, stating the amount apportioned to the Schools 
under the charge of the Board of Education, and to the 
Trustees, Managers, and Directors of the several schools enu- 
merated in this act 

4. To continue to furnish, through the Free Academy, the 
benefit of education, gratuitously, to persons who have been 
pupils in the Common Schools of the said city and county, 
for a period of time to bo regulated by the Board of Educa- 
tion, not less than one year. 

5. To supervise, manage, and govern said Free Academy, 
and make all needful rules and regulations therefor ; fix the 
number and compensation of teachers and others to be em- 
ployed therein ; prescribe the preliminary examination, and 
the terms and conditions on which pupils shall be received 
and instructed therein and discharged therefrom; direct* the 
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course of studies therein, and provide in all things for the 
good government and management of the said Free Acade- 
my; and purchase the books, apparatus, stationery, and 
other things necessary and expedient to enable the said Free 
Academy to be properly and successfully conducted, and to 
keep the said building or buildings properly repaired and 
furnished. And the Board, upon the recommendation of the 
Faculty of the Free Academy, may grant the usual degrees 
and diplomas in the Arts, to such persons as shall have com- 
pleted a full course of study in the said Free Academy. 

C. To appoint annually a standing committee of not less 
than five persons of their number, who shall, subject to the 
control, supervision, and approbation of the said Board, con- 
stitute an Executive Committee, for the care, government, 
and management of the said Free Academy, under the rules 
and regulations prescribed as aforesaid, whose duty it shall 
be to make detailed reports to the said Board of Education, 
and, among other things, to recommend the rules and regu- 
lations which they deem necessary and proper for the said 
Academy. The Board of Education may, at any regular 
meeting thereof, by a majority of all the members of the said 
Board, remove any or all the members of the said committee, 
and appoint another person or persons in place of the mem- 
ber or members of the said committee so removed. 

7. To make and transmit annually, on or before the first 
day of February in each year, to the Common Council of said 
city, and also to the Secretary of the Board of Eegents of the 
University of the State of New- York, a report signed by the 
President and Clerk of the Board of Education, and dated on 
the thirty-first day of December next preceding, which report 
shall state the names and ages of all the pupils instructed in 
such Free Academy, during the preceding year, and the time 
that each was so instructed, specifying which of them have 
completed a full course of study therein, and which have re* 
ceived degrees, medals, and other special testimonials ; a par* 
ticular statement of the studies pursued by each pupil, since 
thclast preceding report, together with the books such student 
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shall have studied, in whole or in part, and if in part, what por- 
tion ; an account or estimate of the library, philosophical and 
chemical apparatus, and mathematical or other scientific instru- 
ments belonging to such Academy ; the names of the instruct- 
ors employed in said Academy, and the compensation paid to 
each ; what amount of moneys the Board of Education re- 
ceived during the year for the purposes of such Academy, 
and from what sources, specifying how much from each, and 
the particular manner, and the specific purposes for which 
such moneys have been expended ; and such other informa- 
tion in relation to education in said Academy, and the meas- 
ures of the Board in the management thereof as the said 
Common Council or the Regents of the University of the 
State of New- York, may from time to time require. 

8. To provide evening schools for those whose ages or 
avocations are such as to prevent their attending the day 
schools established by law, in such of the ward school-houses 
or other buildings used for school purposes, and in such oth- 
er places in said city as they may from time to time deem 
expedient ; and also a Normal School or schools for teachers, 
which shall be attended by such of the teachers in Common 
Schools as the Board of Education by general regulations 
shall direct, under penalty of forfeiture of their situations as 
teachers, by omitting to attend, which forfeiture shall be de- 
clared by the Board of Education ; and to appoint teachers 
and furnish all needful supplies for the Evening and Normal 
Schools. 

9. To furnish all necessary supplies, or make regulations 
for furnishing such supplies for the several schools under 
their care; but when such supplies are furnished by the 
Board of Education, they shall be obtained by contract^ pro- 
posals for which shall be advertised for the period of at least 
two weeka 

10. To make and transmit, between the fifteenth day of 
January and the first day of February in each year, to the 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and to the Com- 
mon Council of the city of New- York, a report in writing, 
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bearing date on the thirty-first day of December next preced- 
ing, stating the whole number of schools within their juris- 
diction, specially designating the schools for colored children ; 
the schools or societies from which reports shall have been 
made to the Board of Education, within the time limited for 
that purpose ; the length of time such schools shall have been 
kept open ; the amount of public money apportioned or ap- 
propriated to said school or society ; the number taught in 
each school; the whole amount of money drawn from the 
city Chamberlain for the purposes of education during the 
year ending at the date of their report, distinguishing the 
amount received from the general fund of the State, and from 
all other and what sources; the manner in which such mon- 
eys shall have been expended ; and such other information 
as the State Superintendent of Public Instruction may from 
time to time require, in relation to Common School education 
in the city and county of New- York ; and the report which 
the Board of Education is hereby required to make, shall be 
held and taken to be a full compliance with every law requir- 
ing a report from the said Board, or any officer of the city 
and county of New-York, except the City Superintendent, 
relative to the schools in the said city, or any matters connect- 
ed therewith. 

§ 4. If the Board of Education shall neglect to make such 
Annual Report^ within the time limited, the share of school 
moneys apportioned to the city and county of New- York 
may, in the discretion of the State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, be withheld until a suitable report shall have 
been rendered. 

§ 5. The Clerk of the Board of Education shall have chaise 
of the rooms, books, papers, and documents of the Board, and 
shall, in addition to his duties as Secretary of the Board, per- 
form such other clerical duties as may be required by its 
members or committees. 

§ 6. All schools which have been organized under the act 
entitled "An act to extend to the city and county of New 
York, the provisions of the general act in relation to Common 
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Schools," passed April 11, 1842, and tho acts amending ihe 
same, or organized or adopted under this act, shall be Con* 
mon Schools called " Ward Schools," or " Ward Primaries," 
and each class shall be numbered consecutively, according ta 
the time of their organization or adoption, and all sucb 
schools shall be under the supervision and government of 
the Commissioners, Inspectors, and Trustees of the ward in 
which they are located. 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF SCHOOL OFFICERS. 

§ 7. It shall be the duty of the School Officers^ or a ma- 
jority of them in any ward : 

1. To certify to the Board of Education of the city and 
county of New York, whenever, in their opinion, it is neces- 
sary to organize one or more additional schools in said ward, 
with the facts and circumstances showing such necessity, to- 
gether with tho character of the school buildings required, 
and tho number and class of scholars who will probably at- 
tend such schools, if organized, and to organize such schools 
as hereinafler provided. 

2. To provide under such rules and regulations as the 
Board of Education may establish, the necessary books, sta- 
tionery, and other essentials necessary to organize and con- 
duct any school in their ward. 

3. To examine, ascertain, and report to the Board of Edu- 
cation, and as frequently as may be, whether the provisions 
of this act in relation to the teaching of sectarian doctrines, 
or the use of sectarian books shall have been violated. And, 

4. To notify the Board of Education of any vacancy in the 
office of any school officer of their respective wards, and to 
make nominations as in this act provided. 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMISSIONERS. 

§ 8. It shall be the duty of the Commissioners of Common 
Schools in the several wards : 

1. To attend all the meetings of tho Board of Education ; 
and if any Commissioner shall refuse or neglect to attend any 
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ibroc successive stated meetings of the Board, after having 
been personally notified to attend, and if no satisfactory cause 
of his non-attendance be shown, the Board nfiay declare his 
oiBee vacant 

2. To transmit to the Board of Education all reports made 
to them by the Trustees and Inspectors of their respective 
wards. 

3. To visit and examine all the schools entitled to partici- 
pate in the apportionment 

4. They shall be ex officio members of the Board of Trus- 
tees in their respective wards. 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF INSPECTORS. 

§ 9. It shall be the duty of the Inspectors of Common 
Schools: 

1. To inspect and examine each of the schools in their re- 
spective wards at least twice in each year, and oftener if nec- 
essary ; and on or before the fifteenth day of October in 
each year, to make and transmit to the Board of Education, 
and to the Trustees of the ward, a report in writing, in whiqh 
they shall set forth the condition of the several school build- 
ings in use in their ward, and whether any, and if any, what 
repairs, alterations, or modifications of those buildings seem 
to them necessary. 

2. "Whether they are kept clean and in good order. 

3. In what manner they are heated and ventilated, and 
how cfiectual the means used are in producing the result de- 
sired. 

4. The studies pursued. 

5. The progress of the classes in their different studies. 

6. The punctuality of attendance of the scholars and 
teachers. 

7. The order, attention, and general appearance of the 
school. 

8. The length of each morning and evening session, and 
the number and length of recesses allowed. 

9. The number and qualifications of the teachers, and such 
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other facts as in their opinion arc important to insure the dis- 
cipline or extend the usefulness of the schools. 

10. In conjunction with the City Superintendent of Com- 
mon Schools, to license teachers for their respective waids^ 
and, 

11. To examine and audit all accounts when duly certified 
by the Trustees to be correct 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF TRUSTEES. 

§ 10. It shall be the duty of the Trustees for each ward, 
and they shall have the power: 

1. To have the safe keeping of all the premises and other 
property used for or belonging to the Ward Schools and the 
Ward Primaries in their respective wardai 

2. Under such general rules and regulations as the Board 
of Education may adopt, to contract with and employ teach* 
crs and Janitors in the said schools, and conduct and manage 
the same, and furnish all needful supplies therefor, subject to 
the provisions of the third section of this act; and make all 
needful repairs, altc'rations, and additions, in and to the school 
premises ; provided that if the cost of any such repairs, alter- 
ation, or addition, shall exceed the sum of two hundred dol- 
lars, the same shall be made by contract, pursuant to the 
twenty-fifth section of this act 

8. To procure, as may bo necessary, blank-books, in one 
of which a statement of the amounts of all moneys received 
and paid by the Trustees, or otherwise, for or on account of 
each of the schools conducted by them, and of all movable 
property belonging to each school, shall bo entered at laige 
and signed by such Trustees ; and, in one book, minutes of 
their meetings shall be kept; and in other books, the prin- 
cipal teacher of each school and department shall enter the 
names, ages, and residences, of the scholars attending the 
school, the name of a parent or guardian of each scholar, and 
the days on which the scholars shall have respectively attend- 
ed, and the aggregate attendance of each scholar during the 
year; also the days on which each school shall have been 

M 
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visited by the City and Assistant Superintendents of Schools, 
and the School Officers of the ward, and the members of the 
Board of Education, or any of them, which entries shall be 
verified by the oath or affirmation of the principal teacher in 
such school or department The said books shall be pre- 
served by the Trustees as the property of the school, and 
shall be delivered to their successors. 

4. To make, at least five daj's before the first day of Jan- 
uary in every year, or such other day as may be designated 
by the Board of Education, in the case of a school kept open 
after the twenty-fifth day of December, and transmit to the 
Board of Education, a report in writing, dated the thirty-first 
day of December, which shall be signed and certified by a 
majority of the Trustees, and which report shall state the 
whole number of schools within their jurisdiction, especially 
designating the schools for colored children ; the length of 
time eacli school shall have been kept open ; the whole num- 
ber of scholars over four and under twenty -one years of age, 
who shall have been taught, free of expense to such scholars, 
in their schools during the year ending v'.th the date of the 
report, which number shall be ascertained by adding to the 
number of children on register at the commencement of each 
year, the number admitted during that year, which shall be 
considered the total for that 3'ear: the average number that 
has actually attended such schools during the year, to be as- 
certained by the teacher's keeping an exact account of the 
number of scholars present every school time or half-day, 
which being added together, and divided by four hundred 
and sixty, or if less than a 3*ear, by the number of school 
sessions, shall be considered the average of attending scholars, 
which average shall be sworn or affirmed to by the principal 
teacher of the school ; and a particular account of the state of 
the schools, and of the property and affairs of each school un* 
dcr their care; and the titles of all books used, with such 
other information as the Board of Education shall require; 
and for the purposes of this act, each department shall, when- 
ever practicable, be considered as a separate school. 
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5. To hold as a corporation all personal property vested in 
or transferred to them for school purposes in their respective 
wards. 

7. To meet statedly at times to be by them appointed, and 
to declare vacant, by the votes of a majority of the Trustees 
of the ward, the scat of any person elected or appointed as a 
Trustee, who shall refuse or neglect, without satisfactory cause 
shown by him to the said Trustees, to attend any three suc- 
cessive stated meetings of the Trustees, after having been 
previously notified to attend ; and to notify the Clerk of the 
Board of Education, at least twenty days previous to any 
general election, of any vacancy that will exist in the school 
offices of said ward, at the expiration of their present year, 
with the cause or reason of such vacancy or vacancies. 

OF TUE CITY SUPERINTENDENT. 

§ 11. The City and Assistant Superinten4,ents of Schools 
shall take and subscribe before the Clerk of the Board of Ed- 
ucation, the oath of office prescribed by the Constitution of 
this State ; shall each hold office for the term of two years, 
and until his successor is appointed, subject to removal by 
the Board, on complaint, for cause stated ; shall respectively 
receive such compensation as the Board of Education may 
designate, which shall not be changed during the term of 
office of any incumbent; and shall be subject to such rules 
and regulations as the Board of Education may establish. It 
shall be specially the duty of the City Superintendent: 

1. To visit every school under the charge of the Board of 
Education as often as once in each year; to inquire into all 
matters relating to the government^ course of instruction, 
books, studies, discipline, and conduct of such schools, and 
the condition of the school-houses, and the schools generally, 
and to advise and to counsel with the Trustees in relation to 
their duties, the proper studies, discipline and conduct of the 
schools, the course of instruction to be pursued, and the books 
of elementiry instruction to be used therein ; and to examine, 
ascertain, and rcix)rt to the Board of Education, whether the 
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provisions of the Act in relation to religious sectarian teach- 
ing and books have been violated in any of the schools of the 
different wards of the city ; and to make a monthly report to 
the Board of Education, stating which of the schools have 
been visited by him, and adding such comments in respect to 
the matters above specified, as he may consider necessary and 
advisable ; and to transmit to the respective Boards of Ward 
Trustees copies of so much of such reports as relates to schools 
under their management 

2. Under such general rules and regulations as the Board 
of Education may establish, to examine into the qualifications 
of persons proposed as teachers in any of the schools under 
the charge of the Board, and to grant certificates, in the forms 
prescribed by the Board, to such of the persons so examined 
as may be entitled thereto ; which certificates shall specify in 
which class of schools, and in what capacity, the persons to 
whom any certificate is granted are qualified to teach, and 
shall be evidence in respect thereto ; to re-examine, whenever 
the City Superintendent may deem necessary, any of the 
teachers employed in the schools under the charge of. the 
Board ; and to annul, for any cause satisfactory to the City 
Superintendent, any license or certificate of qualification, to 
teach in the schools of the City of New York; but such ac- 
tion shall not be taken by him until he has given at least ten 
days' previous notice to the teacher and to the Trustees of the 
ward in which he is employed, nor until the teacher has been 
allowed a hearing; nor shall such action disqualify the teach- 
er, until a note of the decision of the City Superintendent, 
stating the name of the teacher and the time when the license 
or certificate was annulled, has been signed by the City Su- 
perintendent, filed in the ofiice of the Clerk of the Board of 
Education, and served upon the teacher: Provided, however, 
that every such teacher shall have a right of appeal to the 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and, in case such 
appeal is taken by the teacher within ten days after the 
noie of the decision is served upon him, he shall not be dis- 
qualified until the action of tlio City Superintendent has 
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been conlirmed hy the State Superintendent of Pablic In- 
fitrnction. 

3. GcDcmllj, by all tlie means in hia power, under the Kg- 
ulatioDS of the Board of f^ucation in respect therett^ to pro- 
mote sound education, elevate the character and qualtficadons 
of teachers, improve the means of instruction, and advance 
the interests of the schools committed to his charge. 

§ 12. The City Superintendent shall be subject to such 
general rules and regulations as the State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction may prescribe ; and appeals from his acts 
and decisions may be made to the Superintendent in the same 
manner, and with like effect, as in cases now provided by 
law; and he shall make annually, to the State Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction, at such times as shall be appointed 
by him, a report in writing containing the whole number of 
schools in tho city and county, distinguishing the schools 
from which the necessary reports have been made to the 
Board of Education by the Commissioner, Inspectors^ and 
Trustees of Common Schools, and containing a certified copy 
of tho reports of the Board of Education to the Clerk of 
the city and county, with such additional information as the 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction may require^ 

§ 13. It shall be the duty of the Board of EducatJon, by 
general rules and regulations, to provide a proper classifica- 
tion of studies, scholars, and salaries, in such manner that, as 
near as practicable, tho system of instruction pursued in the 
Common Schools, and the salaries paid to teachers^ shall be 
uniform throughout the city. 

OF THE SUPPORT OP SCHOOta. 

§ 14. Whenever the Clerk of the city and county shall re- 
ceive notice from the State Superintendent of Public In- 
struction of the amount of moneys apportioned to the Coanty 
of New York for the support and encouragement of Common 
Schools therein, he shall immediately lay the same before the 
Board of Supervisors of said county ; and the Chamberlain of 
the said city shall apply for and receive tho school moneys 
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apportioned to the said county, as soon as the same become 
payable, and place the same in the city treasury, for the same 
purposes as the moneys raised under the sixteenth section of 
this act. 

§ 15. The said Board of Supervisors shall annually raise 
and collect, by tax upon the inhabitants of the said city and 
county, a sum of money equal to the sum specified in such 
notice, at the time and in the same manner as the contingent 
charges of the said city and county are levied and collected ; 
also, a sum of money equal to one-twentieth of one per cent 
of the value of the real and personal property in the said 
city, liable to be assessed thereon, and pay the same into the 
City Treasury, to be applied to the purposes of Common 
Schools in the said city ; and the Board of Education shall 
apportion the money so raised to each of the schools hereafter 
provided for by this act, except the Free Academy and the 
Evening Schools, according to the number of children over 
four and under twenty-one years of age, who were actual res- 
idents of the city and county of New York at the time of 
their attendance on such schools, without charge, the preced- 
ing year; and the average shall be ascertained by adding to- 
gether the number of such children present at each morning 
and afternoon session of not less than three hours, and di- 
viding the sum by four hundred and sixty ; and if any school 
shall have been organized since the last annual apportion- 
ment, the average shall be ascertained by dividing by a num- 
ber corresponding to the actual number of morning and even- 
ing sessions of not less than three hours each, held since the 
organization of such schools ; and the sum apportioned to 
any schools, other than the "Ward Schools, shall bo paid to 
the Trustees, ^lanagers, or Directors of such schools respect- 
ively, by drafts on the City Chamberlain, to be signed by the 
President and Clerk of said Board, and made payable to the 
order of the treasurers of said Trustees, Managers, or Directors. 

§ 16. Said Board of Supervisors shall also raise and collect 
at the same time, and in the same manner, such additional 
sum or sums as the Board of Education, in pursuance of the 
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provisions of tbe first subdivision of tbe third section of this 
Act) shall have reported to be necessary for the purposes 
therein mentioned. Such moneys shall be paid into the city 
treasury, and shall, together with the amounts apportioned to 
the schools under the charge of the Board of Education, be 
paid by the Chamberlain of the said city upon the drafts 
drawn on him by the Board of Education, signed by the 
President, and countersigned by the Clerk of the Board, and 
by the Commissioners, or one of them, of the ward for which 
the money is to be paid, except such sums as shall be draw^n 
for purpos&<< other than the expenses of Ward Schools, which 
shall be paid by said Chamberlain u{X)n drafls drawn on him 
by said Board, signed by the President and Clerk, and coun- 
tersigned by the Chairman of the Finance Committee of said 
Board, and all the drafts shall be made payable to the person 
or persons entitled to receive the same, except that the pay- 
ment of wages and salaries may be made by pay-rolls, upon 
which each person shall separately receipt for the amount 
paid to such person ; and in every case of payment by a 
pay-roll, the draft for the aggregate amount of wages or sala- 
ries included therein, shall be made payable to the Superin- 
tendent, Principal Teacher, or other officer designated for tbe 
purpose by the By-Laws of the Boanl of Education. 

§ 17. If any of the said newly -organized Ward Schools, by 
reason of peculiar circumstances, shall be equitably entitled 
to a larger sum than they will receive under an apportion- 
ment made as aforesaid, then the Board of Education shall bQ 
authorized, and they arc hereby required, to make to such 
schools such further allowance out of the school moneys as 
they, the Board of Education, shall deem just and proper. 

§ 18. No school shall be entitled to, or receive any portion 
of the school moneys, in which the religious doctrines or 
tenets of any particular Christian or other religious sect shall 1 

be taught, inculcated, or practiced, or in which any book or I 

books, containing compositions favorable or prejudicial to the 
particular doctrines or tenets of any particular Christian or ■, 

other religious sect, or which shall teach the doctrines or ten- H 
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ets of any otber religious sect, or -which shall refuse to per- 
mit the visits and examinations provided for in this Act 
But nothing herein contained shall authorize the Board of 
Education to exclude the Iloly Scriptures without note or 
comment, or any selections therefrom, from any of the schools 
provided for by this Act; but it shall not be competent for 
the said Board of Education to decide what version, if any, of 
the Uoly Scriptures, without note or comment, shall be used 
in any of the schools : Provided, that nothing herein contain- 
ed shall be so construed as to violate the rights of conscience 
as secured by the Constitution of this State and of the United 
States. 

§ 19. If the school moneys apportioned to the Common 
Schools, agreeably to the previous section of this Act, shall 
exceed the necessary and legal expenses of either of such 
schools, the Board of Education shall authorize the payment 
only of such sum or sums as shall be sufficient to provide for 
such expenses ; and any deficiency in the sums apportioned to 
meet the necessary and legal expenses of public education in 
the said schools, shall be supplied by the Common Council 
of the said city, and they are hereby authorized and directed 
to raise by loan, in anticipation of the annual tax, such sum 
or sums as shall be necessary to meet such deficiency. And 
the Board of Education shall in all cases certify to the Com- 
mon Council the cause of such deficiency, and that the sam^ 
was unavoidable ; and unless such certificate shall be made, 
the said Common Council may refuse to raise the sum re« 
quired to meet such deficiency. 

§ 20. The Board of Education shall require from the Ex- 
ecutive Committees conducting schools by appointment of 
the Board, and from the Trustees, Managers, or Directors of 
the Corporate Schools entitled to participate in the appor* 
tionmcnt of school moneys, a report in all respects similar to 
that required from the Trustees of each ward by the tenth 
section of this Act And in making the apportionment 
among the several schools, no share shall be allotted to any 
school or society from which no sufficient annual report shall 
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have been received for the year ending on the last day of 
December immediately preceding the apportionment 

§ 21. Whenever an apportionment of the public money 
shall not be made to any school, in consequence of any aoci- 
dental omission to make any report required by law, or to 
comply with any other regulation or provision of law, the 
Board of Education may, in its discretion, direct an appor- 
tionment to be made to such school, according to the equita- 
ble circumstances of the case, to be paid out of the public 
money on hand, or, if the same shall have been distributed, 
out of the public money to be received in a succeeding year. 

OF TUB SCHOOLS ENTITLED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE APPOR- 
TIONMENT. 

§ 22. The New York Orphan Asylum School, the Soman 
Catholic Orphan Asylum School, the schools of the two 
Ilalf-orphan Asylums, the school of the Mechanics' Society, 
the school of the Society for the [Reformation of Juvenile 
Delinquents in the City of New York, the Ilamilton Free 
School, the school for the Leake and Watts' Orphan-house, 
the school connected with the Almshouse of the s^ud city, 
the school of the Association for the Benefit of Colored Or- 
phans, the schools of the American Female Guardian Socie- 
ty, the schools of the Society for the Promotion of Educa- 
tion among Colored Children, the schools organized under 
the Act entitled " An Act to extend to the City and County 
of New York the provisions of the general Act in relation to 
Common Schools," passed April 11, 1842, or an Act to amend 
the same, passed April 18, 1843, or an Act entitled " An Act 
more effectually to provide for Common School Education 
in the City and County of New York," passed May 7, 1844, 
or any of the Acts amending the same, and including such 
Normal Schools for the education of Teachers as the Board 
of Education may organize, and the Normal School of the 
Public School Society for the education of Teachers, and such 
schools as may be organized under the provisions of this Act, 
shall be subject to the general supervision of the Board of Ed* 
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ucation, and shall be entitled to participate in the apportion- 
ment of the school moneys as provided for by this Act, but 
they shall be under the immediate direction of their respec- 
tive Trustees, Managers, and Directors, as herein provided. 

OF NEW SCHOOLS. 

§ 23. Whenever a majority of the School Officers of any 
ward shall certify in writing to the Board of Education, that 
it is necessary to establish a school in said ward, with the 
facts and circumstances showing such necessity, together with 
the number and class of scholars who will probably attend 
such school, if established, it shall be the duty of the Board 
of Education, without delay, to investigate the subject, and 
to determine the expediency of establishing such school in 
such ward applying for the same. Should the ward officers, 
or any of them, deem themselves aggrieved by such decision, 
they may appeal to the State Superintendent of Public In- 
struction, who shall decide as to the propriety of the estab- 
lishment of such school, and his decision, if adverse to the 
appellants, shall be binding for the term of one year. 

§ 24. Upon a decision favorable to the establishment of a 
school or schools in any of the wards of said city, it shall be 
lawful for the School Officers of said ward to proceed to or- 
ganize one or more schools, such as may be authorized by 
the Board of Education, and procure a school-house, by pur- 
chasing or hiring the same, or by procuring a site and erect- 
ing a building thereon, according to plans and specifications^ 
and contracts which shall have been duly filed with and ap- 
proved by the Board of Education ; the erection of which 
said building, and the fitting up thereof, and the fitting up 
of any hired building, shall be done by contract, proposals 
for which shall be advertised for two weeks previous to de- 
ciding upon estimates thereon, unless such fitting up shall 
not exceed the sum of two hundred dollars ; and the expense 
of establishing and organizing any school, as above-mention- 
ed, sliall be levied and raised pursuant to the provisions of 
this Act 
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§ 25. The title to all school property, real and personal, 
purchased with any moneys derived from the distribution or 
apportionment of the school moneys, or raised by taxation in 
the city of New York, shall be vested in the Mayor, Aldc^ 
men and Commonalty of said City, but shall be under the 
care and control of the Board of Education for the purposes 
of public education ; and all suits in relation to the same shall 
be brought in the name of said Board, and no contract or 
contracts shall be made by the School Officers of any ward 
for the purchase of any site, without the consent of the Board 
of Education, or for the erection, or fitting up, or repairing of 
any building, when such repairs shall exceed in amount the 
sum of two hundred dollars, as authorized in this Act, until a 
statement in writing of the amount required for that purpose 
shall have been presented to the Board of Education by said 
School Officers, and together with a copy of the working draw- 
ings, plans, and specifications of the work to be done, pursu- 
ant to the provisions of this Act, shall have been duly filed 
and approved of as herein required, and an appropriation 
shall have been made by the Board of Education therefor. 

§ 26. The Trustees, Managers, and Directors of any of the 
Corporate Schools entitled to participate in the apportion- 
ment of the school monej's, may at any time convey their 
school-houses and sites to the Corporation of the City of New 
York, and transfer any of their schools to the Board of Edu- 
cation, on the terms and in the manner to be agreed upon 
and prescribed by the Board of Education, so as either to 
merge the said schools in the Ward Schools or adopt them 
as Ward Schools ; and the same shall then be Ward Schools, 
subject to all the rules, duties, and liabilities, and enjoy the 
same rights, as if they had been originally established as Ward 
Schools. 

or THE DISCOXTIXUANCE OF SCHOOLS. 

§ 27. Whenever, owing to any nuisance or other circum- 
stances in the immediate vicinity of any school, or to the 
small attendance of scholars therein, or other sufficient rea- 
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son, it shall appear to the Board of Edaeation necessary and 
proper to discontinue such school in any of the wards of this 
city, the said Board shall give notice to the Trustees of said 
school of its intention to consider the propriety of such dis- 
continuance ; and in thirty days after such notice, may pro- 
ceed to investigate the matter, and if a majority of the School 
Officers of the ward shall consent to the same, and if the 
said Board shall determine by a vote of a majority of all the 
members thereof that it is proper to close the same, it shall 
be the duty of said Board to withhold all moneys which may 
have been apportioned or appropriated for the support of said 
school, and the said school shall not thereafter participate in 
any subsequent apportionment of the school moneys. So 
soon as the same shall take effect, the Comptroller of the city 
shall be notified thereof by the said Board, and the said 
school-house and site may thereupon be used or disposed of, 
as a part of the general property of the city. 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

§ 28. The Common Council of the City of New York are 
hereby authorized and directed to raise by loan, in anticipa- 
tion of the taxes, when necessary, all moneys required for 
erecting, purchasing, or leasing school-houses, and procuring 
sites therefor, and the fitting up and furnishing thereof, and 
for alterations in, or additions to, the present school build- 
ings, or required for any other of the purposes authorized by 
this Act 

§ 29. All expenses incurred for the support of Common 
Schools in the respective wards shall be certified by the Trus- 
tees of Common Schools in such ward, or a majority of them, 
and delivered to the Inspectors of said ward; and it shall be 
the duty of said Inspectors to examine and audit the same, 
and upon said Inspectors being satisfied of their correctness, 
to certify the same to the Board of Education. All bills 
audited and paid shall be filed with the Board of Education. 

§ 80. No compensation shall be allowed to the Commis- 
sioners, Inspectors, or Trustees of Common Schools for any 
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services performed by them, but the Commissioners and In* 
spectors shall receive their actual and reasonable expenses 
while attending to the duties of their office, to be audited aad 
allowed by the Board of Education. 

§ 31. Every School Officer who shall refuse or neglect to 
render an account, or to pay over any balance in his handa^ 
at the expiration of his term of office, shall, for each offense^ 
forfeit the sum of fifty dollars, which sum, together with said 
unpaid balance, shall be sued for and collected by the Board 
of Supervisors, who shall prosecute without delay for the re* 
covcry of such forfeiture, together with the unpaid balance ; 
and in case of the death of such School Officer, suit may be 
brought against his representatives, and all moneys recover- 
ed, after deducting expenses, shall bo placed at the disposal 
of the Board of Education. 

§ 82. Every person in the employ of the Board of Educa- 
tion, and every School Officer, and every officer or teacher of 
a school or society, who shall willfully sign a false report 
to the Board of Education, shall, for each offense, forfeit the 
sum of twenty-five dollars, and shall be deemed guilty of 
misdemeanor; and every such person or officer, who shall 
willfully misapply any of the public funds committed to his 
care, shall be deemed guilty of embezzlement 

§ 33. The following shall be substantially the form of oath 
or affirmation to be made by the Teacher: 

"A. B., of the City of New York, Teacher of 
Ka department, being duly sworn or affirmed, declares 

and says, that to the best of (his or her) knowledge and be- 
lief, the average number of children, actual residents of the 
city and county of New York, at the time of attending said 
school, between the ages of four and twenty-one years, who 
attended said school or department, each school-time or half- 
day, from the day of to the first day of Janua* 
ry, , was , said average having been obtain- 
ed by adding together the number of scholars present each 
school-time or half-day, and dividing the total by four hundred 
and sixty, agreeably to the fifteenth section of this Act" 
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§ 34, In any suit which shall hereafter be commenced 
against the Commissioners or Trustees of Common Schools 
for any act performed by virtue of or under color of their of- 
fices, or for any refusal or omission to perform any duty en- 
joined by law, and which might have been the subject of an 
appeal to the Superintendent, no costs shall be allowed to the 
plaintiff in cases where the court shall certify it appeared, on 
the trial of the cause, that the defendants acted in good faith. 
But this provision shall not extend to suits for penalties, nor 
to suits or proceedings to enforce the decisions of the State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

§ 35. All children between the ages of four and twenty- 
one, residing in the city and county, shall bo entitled to at- 
tend any of the Common Schools therein ; and the parents, 
guardians, or other persons having the custody or care of such 
children, shall not be liable to any tax, assessment, or imposi- 
tion, for the tuition of any children, other than is hereinbefore 
provided. 

§ 36. The Free Academy in the City of New York shall 
be entitled to participate in the distribution of the income of 
the Literature a'nd other funds, in the same manner and upon 
the same conditions as the other Academics of the State ; and 
the Eegcnts-of the University of the State of New York shall 
pay annually to the Board of Education of the City and Coun- 
ty of New York, the distributive share of the said funds to 
which the said Free Academy shall by law be entitled, and 
which shall be applied and expended for library books for the 
said Free Academy. 

§ 37. The Clerk of the Board of Education is hereby au- 
thorized to administer oaths and tako affidavits in all matters 
appertaining to the schools in the City and County of New 
York, and for that purpose shall possess all the powers of a 
commissioner of deeds, but shall not be entitled to any of the 
fees or emoluments thereof. 

§ 38. No School Officer shall be interested in any contract, 
payments under which are to be made, in whole or in part, 
out of monej's derived from the School Fund or raised by tax- 
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ation for the support of Common Schools. No teacher em- 
ployed in any of the schools entitled to participate in the ap- 
portionment of the school moneys shall hereafter be eligible 
to the oflice of Commissioner, Inspector, or Trustee of Com- 
mon Schoola 

§ 39. The Superintendent of School Buildings shall take 
and subscribe before the Clerk of the Board of Education the 
oath prescribed by the Constitution of this State, and give 
such security for the faithful performance of the duties of his 
ofllce as the Board of Education may direct; and the de- 
partment under his charge shall be subject to such rules 
and regulations as the said Board may establish, one of which 
shall prohibit the performance by him of any work on other 
account similar to that performed under the regulations so es- 
tablished. 

"All the ordinary appropriations made for the support 
and government of the Almshouse Department shall, be- 
fore the same are finally made, be submitted by the Gover- 
nors of the Almshouse to a Board of Commissioners, con- 
sisting of the Mayor, Recorder, Comptroller, the President of 
the Board of Aldermen, and the President of the Board of 
Councilmen ; if the said Commissioners approve of the appro- 
priation, they shall immediately report the same to the Board 
of Supervisors ; if they shall disapprove of,the same, they 
shall return them with their objections to the Governors of 
the Almshouse for reconsideration, and in case the said 
Governors shall, upon a reconsideration, adhere by a vote of 
two-thirds of all the Governors then in ofiicc to the original 
appropriations, they shall return them to the Commissioners, 
whose duty it shall be to report to the Board of Supervisors. 

'' The Board of Education shall also submit in like man- 
ner all appropriations, required by them, to the Commission- 
ers named in the last preceding section, and said appropria- 
tions shall be subject to all the provisions of said section, so 
far as the same may be applicable."* 

' The last two parngraphs nre fmiii nnothci law relating to city affain, bat 
aro hero inserted fur obvions reasooi. 
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An Act relative to Common Sdiools in the City of New York. 

Passed June 4, 1853. 

§ 3. The Commissioners referred to ia the seventeenth see* 
tion of the Act entitled " An Act further to amend the char- 
ter of the City of New York," passed the twelfkh day of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty -three, shall approve of 
and report to the Board of Supervisors all appropriations sub* 
mittcd to the said Commissioners by the Board of Education, 
within twenty days after such submission is made, by a de- 
livery of a statement of the appropriations required by the 
Board of Education, to the Comptroller, who shall immediate- 
ly convene the said Commissioners to consider the same ; or 
else the said Commissioners shall, within the said twenty 
days, return and file the same, with their objections, in the 
oflice of the Clerk of the Board of Education ; and the pro- 
visions of the said Act shall cease to operate upon or affect, 
from and after the expiration of the said twenty days, any ap- 
propriation in respect to which the said Commissioners shsdl 
have omitted to take such action ; or any appropriation to 
wliich the Board of Education, upon a reconsideration pursu- 
ant to said Act, shall have adhered by the requisite vote of 
two thirds which the said Commissioners shall omit to report, 
within ten days after the return thereof to them, to the Board 
of Supervisors. And the provisions of the said Act shall ap- 
ply to such only of the appropriations required by the Board 
of Education as are required by law to be acted upon by the 
Board of Supervisors, 

CHANGES IX THE SCHOOL LAWS. 

On the 25 th day of April, 1864, the Legislature of the state, 
then in session, passed an act relative to Common Schools in 
the city of New York, of which the following is an attested 
copy: 

§ 1. The city of New York is hereby divided into seven 
School Districts, as follows : 

rirst District-First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, 
and Eighth Wards. 
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Second District— Seventh, Tenth, Thirteenth, and Four 
teenth Warda 

Third District-Ninth and Sixteenth Warfs. 

Fourth District — Eleventh and Seventeenth Warda 

Fifth District — Fifteenth and Eighteenth Wards. 

Sixth District — ^Twentieth and Twenty-first Wards. 

Seventh District — ^Twelfth, Nineteenth, and Twenty-sec- 
ond Ward& 

§ 2. At every charter election in the said city, there shall 
be elected in each School District one Commissioner of Com- 
mon Schools, who shall take office on the first day of January 
next after his election, and hold office for the term of three 
years; and there shall also be elected in each ward one 
Trustee of Common Schools, who shall take office on the first 
day of January next after his election, and hold office for the 
term of five years ; and no School Officer shall hereaft;er be 
elected or appointed in the said city, except as provided by 
this act, and no person shall at the same time hold more than 
one school office. 

§ 3. On the second Wednesday in January, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-six, the Mayor of the city shall nom- 
inate to the Board of Education one person for each School 
District as a Commissioner of Common Schools, and the said 
Board shall appoint or reject each of the persons so nomina- 
ted. If any of them shall be rejected, the Mayor shall make 
a new nomination, and shall continue to nominate until seven 
shall be appointed by the Board. The person so appointed 
shall hold office until the first day of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-seven. 

§ 4. On the third Wednesday in November in every year 
the Mayor of the city shall nominate to the Board of Educa- 
tion one person for each School District as an Inspector of 
Common Schools in the District, for the term of three years, 
from and after the first day of January then next The 
Board of Education shall, on the first Wednesday in Decem- 
ber, vote by yeas and nays upon the appointment of each of 
the persons nominated ; and every person who shall receive 
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the affirmative votes of a majority of the whole Board, shall 
be appointed. If any of the persons so nominated shall fail to 
receive the votes of a majority of the whole Board, the Mayor 
shall make a new nomination, and shall continue to nominate 
until an appointment shall be made for each District, in the 
manner and for the term prescribed in this section. 

§ 5. If, on the second Wednesday in January next, there 
shall be in any School District more than two Inspectors of 
Common Schools in office by popular election, the Board of 
Education shall select two of them, and such of the said In- 
spectors as are not selected shall immediately cease to hold 
office. After such reduction in the number of Inspectors has 
been made, the Board of Education shall select by lot one of 
the two Inspectors in each District, in office by popular elec- 
tion, and the Inspector selected shall be an Inspector for the 
District, and shall hold office until the expiration of the term 
for which he was elected, and the Inspector not selected shall 
cease to hold office unless the Board of Education shall ap- 
point him an Inspector for the District^ in which case he shall 
hold office until the thirty-first day of December, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

§ 6. Vacancies in school offices shall be filled as follows : 
If there shall be less than three Commissioners or three In- 
spectors in any District, every vacancy shall be filled in the 
case of a Commissioner until the same can be filled at a char- 
ter election ; and in the case of an Inspector for the unex- 
pired portion of the term in which the vacancy exists, in the 
manner provided by this act for the appointment of Inspect- 
ors ; and if there shall be less than five Trustees in any Ward, 
every vacancy shall be filled by the Mayor and a majority 
of the Inspectors for the District in which the Ward is in- 
cluded, until the same can be filled at a charter election. 
Every vacancy in the office of a Commissioner or Trustee, oc- 
curring more than ten days previous to any charter election, 
shall be filled at the next charter election for the unexpired 
portion of the term in which the vacancy exists. 

§ 7. The elections held by virtue of this act, shall bo sub- 
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jcct to the same laws and regulations in all respects^ so far as 
the same may be applicablei as those whieh govern the char 
tor elections in said city; but the ballots for School Officers 
shall be indorsed " School Officers, Number ," and deposit- 
ed in a separate box. Every person voted for to fill a vacancy 
in a school office shall be designated in the ballot by the 
words " To fill a vacancy," written or printed immediately 
over his name; or, if there bo more than one vacancy to be 
filled, the person to be voted for shall respectively be desig- 
nated by the words " To fill vacancy of years." 

§ 8. Every School Officer shall, at the time of his election 
or apix>intmcnt, be a resident of the District or Ward for 
which he is elected or appointed, and every Trustee remov- 
ing from the Ward for which he is elected or appointed, and 
every School Officer removing from the city, shall thereby 
vacate his office. 

§ 9. The Board of Education shall be judges of the elec- 
tion and qualification of its members. 

§ 10. Every person elected or appointed to a school office 
in said city shall, before entering on the duties of his offioe, 
and within fifteen days afler the commencement of the term 
for which he is elected, or from the time of being notified of 
his appointment to fill a vacancy, take and subscribe, before 
the Clerk of the Board of Education, the oath of office pre- 
scribed by the Constitution of this State ; and the school office 
to which any person who shall opiit to take the said oath 
within the time and in the manner above described, may have 
been elected or appointed, shall be vacant at and from the ex- 
piration of the said fifteen days. 

§ 11. The first section of an act entitled '* An Act to 
amend, consolidate, and reduce to one act, the various acts rel- 
ative to the Common Schools of the City of New York," passed 
July third, eighteen hundred and fifly-one, and so much of all 
other acts heretofore passed as is amendatory of the said sec- 
tion, are hereby repealed ; but this section shall not affect the 
continuance in office of the present School Officers, nor their 
powers or duties. 
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§ 12, The schools ia the several Wards shall be classified 
as Grammar^ Primaiy, and Evening Schools, and teachers for 
the said schools shall be appointed as follows : Principals and 
Yice-principals, by the Board of Education, upon the written 
nomination of a majority of the Trustees of the Ward, stating 
that the nomination was agreed to at a meeting of the Board 
of Trustees at which a majority of the whole number in office 
was present Other teachers, and also janitors, shall be ap* 
pointed by a majority of the Trustees for the Ward at a mee^ 
ing of the Board of TrustcesL Any teacher may be removed 
by the Board of Education upon the recommendation of the 
City Superintendent, or of a majority of the Trustees for the 
Ward, or of a majority of the Inspectors for the District The 
Board of Trustees for the Ward, by the vote of a majority of 
the whole number of Trustees in office, may also remove teach- 
ers employed therein other than Principals and Vice-princi- 
pals, and may also remove janitors, provided the removal is 
approved in writing by a majority of the Inspectors for the 
District ; and provided further, that any teacher so removed 
shall have a right to appeal to the Board of Education, under 
such rules as it may prescribe, and the said Board shall have 
power, afler hearing the answer of the Trustees, to reinstate 
the teacher. 

§ 13. Subdivision three of section two of the act entitled 
" An Act to amend, consolidate, and reduce to one act, the 
various acts relative to the Common Schools of the City of 
New York," passed July third, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, 
as subsequently amended, is hereby amended so as to read as 
follows : 

3. To remove from office any School Officer who shall have 
been directly or indirectly interested in the furnishing of any 
supplies or materials, or in the doing of any work or labor, or 
in the sale or leasing of any real estate, or in any proposal, 
agreement, or contract for any of these purposes, in any case 
in which the price or consideration is to be paid, in whole or 
in part, or directly or indirectly out of any school moneys; or 
who shall have received, from any source whatever, any cona* 
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mission or other compensation in connection with any of the 
matters aforesaid ; and any School Officer who shall violate 
tho preceding provisions of this section, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall 
be punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, and 
imprisonment in the city prison not exceeding one year, and 
shall also be ineligible to any school office. The Board shall 
also have power to remove from office any School Officer who 
shall have been guilty of immoral or disgraceful conduct in 
any matter connected with his official duties, or which tends 
to discredit his office or the school system. If one or more 
School Officers or tax-payers of the city of New York shall 
present a written charge to the Board of Education, accusing 
any School Officer of a violation of, or a liability to, any of 
the provisions of this section, it shall be the duty of the said 
Board to cause the same to be fully investigated. All testi- 
mony taken upon any such investigation shall be under oath ; 
and the Court of Common Pleas shall have power, upon the 
application of the Board Education, to compel any witness 
who may have been duly summoned, to appear and testify be- 
fore the said Board or any committee thereof. 

§ 14. The ninth section of the act entitled " An Act to 
amend, consolidate, and reduce to one act, the various acts rel- 
ative to the Common Schools of the City of New York," pass- 
ed July third, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, is hereby amend- 
ed so as to read as follows : 

§ 9. It shall be the duty of the Inspectors of Common 
Schools, or a majority of them, in their respective districts, to 
examine in respect to every expense certified as correct by a 
majority of the Trustees of any Ward in the District^ and to 
audit every such expense which may be just and reasonable ; 
and no expense shall be paid unless audited in this manner. 
They shall also examine, at least once in every quarter, all 
the schools in the District, in respect to the punctual and 
regular attendance of tho pupils and teachers, the number, 
fidelity, and competency of the teachers, tho studies, progress, 
order, and discipline of the pupils, the cleanliness, safety, warm- 
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iiig, Ycntilation, and comfort of the school premises ; and 
whether or not the provisions of the school laws, in respect 
to the teaching of sectarian doctrines, or the use of sectarian 
books, have been violated, and call the attention of the 
Trustees without delay, to every matter requiring immediate 
action. They shall also, on or before the thirty-first day of 
December, in each year, niake a written report to the Board 
of Education and to the Board of Trustees, in respect to the 
condition, efficiency, and wants of the District, in respect to 
schools and school premises. 

§ 15. Until the first day of January next, the Inspectors of 
Common Schools shall have the ix>wers and duties now con- 
ferred upon them by law, except that the signature of one in- 
spector shall be sufficient to audit any bill or claim. 

§ 16. Subdivision two of section eleven of the act entitled 
"An Act to amend, consolidate, and reduce to one act^ the 
various acts relative to the Common Schools of the city of 
New York," passed July third, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
one, as subsequently amended, is hereby amended so as to 
read as follows : 

2. Under such general rules and regulations as the Board 
of Education may establish, to examine into the qualifications 
of persons proposed as teachers in any of the schools under 
the charge of the Board. Such examination shall bo con- 
ducted by the City Superintendent of Schools, or such one of 
his assistants as he may designate, in the presence of at least 
two Inspectors of Common Schools, who shall be designated 
for the purpose by the by-laws of the Board of Education. 
Licenses shall be granted to those persons found upon such 
examination to be entitled thereto, which shall be in the 
form prescribed by the said by-laws, shall be signed by the 
City Superintendent, and by at least two Inspectors des- 
ignated for the purpose, who shall certify that they were 
present at the examination, and concur in granting the 
license. The license of any teacher may be revoked for any 
cause .affecting the morality or competency of the teacher, by 
the written certificate of the City Superintendent, and the 
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written concurrence of two of the Inspectors for the District in 
which the teacher is employed ; but no such action shall be 
taken until at least ten da3*s* previous notice has been allowed ; 
nor shall it take effect until such certificate of revocation has 
been filed in the office of the Clerk of the Board of Education, 
and a copy served upon the teacher. It shall be the duty of 
the City Superintendent to re-examine any teacher upon the 
written request of any two Inspectors of the District^ or three 
Trustees of the Ward, in which the teacher is employed. Any 
teacher whose license has been revoked as aforesaid, may ap- 
peal to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, with- 
in ten days adcr service of a copy of the certificate of revo- 
cation by the service of a written notice of appeal upon the 
City Superintendent; and in case such appeal is taken, the 
teacher shall not be disqualified until the revocation is con- 
firmed by the State Superintendent. The City Superintend- 
ent, in his annual report to the Board of Education, shall 
include a list of the licenses granted and revoked by him. 

§ 17. Section twenty-three of the act entitled " An Act to 
amend, consplidate, and reduce to one act, the various acts 
relative to the Common Schools of the City of New" York," 
passed July third, eighteen hundred and fifly-one, is hereby 
amended so as to read as follows : 

§ 23. The Board of Education may, with the consent of a 
majority of the Trustees of the Ward, or without such con- 
sent, by vote of two-thirds of the Board of Education, dis- 
continue any Grammar, Primary, Evening, or Colored School; 
and the said Board may also authorize the establishment of a 
new school, upon the written application of a majority of the 
Trustees for the Ward. It shall be the duty of the Board of 
Education to decide finally ujwn every such application with- 
in thirty-five days after the same is presented to it; and if 
the said Board shall omit to do so, or shall deny the applica- 
tion, and a majority of the Inspectors for the District shall 
certify that there is probable cause for granting the applica- 
tion, the Trustees may appeal to the State Suijerintendent of 
Public Instruction, whoso decision in the matter shall be 
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binding upon all tbo parties ; and if adverse to the applica- 
tion, the same shall not be renewed during the term of one 
year next hereafter. 

§ 18. The seventh section of the act entitled " An Act to 
amend, consolidate, and reduce to one act, the various acts 
relative to the Common Schools of the City of New York," 
passed July third, eighteen hundroo and fifty-one, as subse* 
quently amended, and subdivision four of section eight of 
the same act are hereby repealed, but this section shall not 
take effect until the first day of January next. * 

§ 19. The second subdivision of the tenth section of the 
act entitled "An Act to amend, consolidate, and reduce to one 
act, the various acts relative to the Common Schools of the 
City of New York," passed July third, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-one, as subsequently amended, is hereby amended so as 
to read as follows : 

2. Under such general rules and regulations, and subject 
to such limitations as the Board of Education may prescribe; 
to conduct and manage the said schools; to furnish all need- 
ful supplies therefor, and to make all needful repairs, altera- 
tions, and additions, in and to the school premisea 

§ 20. The Commissioners, Inspectors, and Trustees, elect- 
ed or appointed in pursuance of the provisions of this act, 
shall respectively possess and exercise the powers and duties 
which the Commissioners, Inspectors, and Trustees of Com- 
mon Schools now lawfully possess and exercise, except as is 
herein otherwise provided. 

§ 21. This act shall take cfTcct immediately. 

The principal changes produced by this act may be thus 
enumerated : 

Fust — The Board of Education is reduced from forty-four 
members elected by Wards, to twenty-one members elected, 
three from each of seven Districta 

Second — The Boards of Trustees are reduced from ten 
members, consisting of the Commissioners ex officio and eight 
Trustees, to five Trustees only. 

TliV'd — The Inspectors, instead of being two in each Ward, 
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elected by the people, will be tbrce in each of seven Districta^ 
selected by the Mayor and Board of Edacation* 

Fourth — Vacancies in the oiBce of Commissioner are to be 
filled by the Mayor and the Board of Education for the bal* 
ance of the year ; vacancies in the office of Inspector are to 
be filled by the Mayor and the Board of Education for the 
balance of the unexpired term, and vacancies in the office of 
Trustee to be filled by the Mayor and the Inspectors of the 
District embracing the Ward, for the balance of the year. 

FlfUi — A School Officer removing from the Ward or city, 
vacates his office. 

SixOi — Principals and Vice-principals of schools are to be 
nominated to the Board of Education, in writing, by a majo^ 
ity of Trustees. Other teachers and janitors are to be ap- 
pointed by a majority of the Trusteea 

Scvendi — Removals of teachers may be made by the Board 
of Education, upon the recommendation, either of the City 
Superintendent, of a majority of the Trustees of the Ward, 
or a majority of the Inspectors of the District A majority 
of the Trustees may remove teachers other than Principals or 
Vice-principals, and janitors, on the approval in writing of a 
majority of the Inspectors of the District in which the Ward 
is located ; but any teacher so removed may appeal to the 
Board of Education, who shall have the power to reinstate 
the teacher, after hearing the answer of the TmsteesL 

EitjliUi — ^The Board of Education have power to' remove 
any School Officer for any conduct tending to throw discredit 
on his office or the school system. On complaint of any 
School Officer, or any tax-payer against any School Officer, 
the Board of Education shall investigate the matter, examine 
witnesses under oath, and the Court of Common Pleas may 
compel the attendance of any witnesses either before the 
Board of Education or any committees thereof 

Kintli — All bills passed by the Boards of Trustees shall 
be audited by the District Inspectors. 

TenOi — Licenses to teach shall hereafter be granted by the 
City Superintendent or one of his assistants, in the presence 
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of at least two inspectors to be designated for that duty by 
the Board of Education. Licenses may be revoked on a hear- 
ing and on ten days' notice, by the City Superintendent, with 
the concurrence of two Inspectors of the District in which the 
teacher is employed. The City Superintendent shall re-ex- 
amine any teacher on request of any two Inspectors of the 
District, or any three Trustees of the Ward. Any teacher 
whose license is revoked, may appeal to the State Superin- 
tendent, and shall not be disqualified until such revocation is 
confirmed. 

ElevmOi — The Board of Education may, with consent of a 
majority of Trustees, or without such consent, by a two-third 
vote, discontinue any school, and may establish any school 
on the written application of a majority of the Trustees of the 
Ward. Such applications must be decided within thirty-five 
days after their presentation; and in case of failure to act, or 
denial of the application, on obtaining from the District In- 
spector a certificate that there is probable cause for granting 
such application, the Trustees may appeal to the State Su- 
perintendent, whose decision shall bo final, and, if adverse, 
the application shall not be renewed for one year. 

TwelJVi — The limit of two hundred dollars to expenses of 
the Local Boards is abolished, and school repairs, etc., are to 
be made by the Trustees, under such rules and regulations as 
the Board of Education may establish. 



An Act to erect Oie ^^Free Academy of (lie City of Kew York^^ 
into a College. 

Passed Ularch SO, ISGG, hy a Majority. 

The People oftlie State of Kew York^ represented in Senate and 
Assembly^ do enact as follows: 

Sectiox 1. The Free Academy in the city of New York, 
heretofore established under the authority of law, by the 
Board of Education of the city and county of New York, 
and now under the supervision, management, and govern- 
ment of the said Board of Education, shall henceforth be a 
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distinct and separate organization and body corporate, and be 
known as " The College of the City of New York," and, as 
such, shall have tlic powers and privileges of a college, pur- 
suant to the Bevised Statutes of this state, and be subject to 
the provisions of the said statute relative to colleges, and to 
the visitation of the Regents of the University, in like man- 
ner with the other colleges of the state. 

Sec. 2. The members of the said Board of Education shall 
be ex officio the Trustees of said College, and shall have and 
possess the powers conferred upon, and be subject to the 
duties required of trustees of colleges by the Revised Statutesi 

Sec. 3. All acts of the Legislature now in force in regard 
to the said Free Academy, and to its control, management| 
support, and affairs, and which are not inconsistent with the 
foregoing provisions of this act, shall continue in force, and 
are hereby declared to bo applicable to the College hereby 
incorporated as aforesaid. 

Sec. 4. This act shall take effect immediately. 

An Act in Relation to Vie College of Uie City of Kew York. 

Faascd April 17, 18GC, Three-fifths being Frcsent. 

The Pcojile of Oie State of Xew York^ rej)resented in Senate and 
Assembly^ do aiact as follows: 

Section 1. The Trustees of the College of the City of 
New York shall annually, on or before the fifteenth day of 
November, report to the Board of Supervisors of the county 
of New York, such sum not exceeding one hundred and 
twenty-five thousand dollars, in any one year, as they may 
require for the payment of the salaries of the professors and 
ofiicers of the said College, for obtaining and furnishing 6ci« 
entific apparatus, books for the library and students, and all 
other supplies therefor, for repairing and altering the College 
building, and for the support, maintenance, and general ex- 
penses of said College. And the said Board of Supervisors 
of the county of New York are hereby authorized and di* 
rected, in each and every year, to raise and collect by tax on 
the estate, real and persomJ, liable to taxation in such countji 
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such sum of money, not to exceed the amount aforesaid, as 
may be reported to them by said Trustees, the amount so to 
be raised and collected to be in addition to the sums required 
for the purposes of Common Schools in the city of New 
York, under the act entitled "An Act to amend, consol- 
idate, and reduce to one act the various acts of the city of 
New York relative to Common Schools," passed July third, 
eighteen hundred and fifly-one, and the various acts amend- 
atory thereof. And the said Board of Supervisors arc re- 
quired and directed to raise and collect, in the manner afore- 
said, for the Trustees of said College, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-six, the sum of one hundred and 
twenty-five thousand dollars, for the uses and purposes afore- 
said 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Trustees hereinbefore 
named, to select a suitable site upon the lands of the Corpo- 
ration of the City of New York, north of Fortieth street in 
said city, for the future use of the College of the City of New 
York, and notify the Commissioner of the Sinking Fund of 
such selection, and such site shall not be sold, leased, or other- 
wise encumbered unless such disposition thereof is expressly 
authorized by some law hereafter passed. 

TITLES OF SCHOOL ACTS RELATING TO THE CITY 

OF NEW YORK. 

An act to direct certain moneys to be applied to the use 
of Free Schools in the city of New York. Passed April 8, 
1801. Scss. Laws (Webster & Skinner's ed.), vol. 2, p. 253. 
Directs the school moneys apportioned to New York to be 
paid " to the Vestry of the Episcopal Church, the Vestry of 
Christ Church, the Trustees of the First Presbyterian Church, 
the Minister, Elders, and Deacons of the Bcformed Dutch 
Church, the Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the 
Trustees of the Scotch Presbyterian Church belonging to the 
Associated Beformed Synod, and to the Trustees of the Afri- 
can School, and to the Trustees of the United German Luther- 
an, the Trustees of the German Reformed Churches, to the 
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Trustees of the First Baptist Church in the citj of New York, 
and to the Trustees of the United Brethren or Moravian 
Church, each, one-eleventh part of all the money in the hands 
of the Common Council" 

An act to incorporate the Society formed in the city of 
New York for promoting the Manumission of Slaves, and pro- 
tecting such of them as have been or may be liberated. 
Passed February 19, 1803. Society formed 1785. School 
opened 1787. 

An act to incorporate the Society instituted in the city of 
New York for the establishment of a Free School for the edu- 
cation of poor children, who do not belong to and are not 
provided for by any religious society. Passed April 9, 1805. 
Scss. Laws (Webster & Skinner*s ed.), vol. 4, p. 265. Com- 
mon School education from date of this law until 1842 was 
substantially in charge of this society, whose principal found- 
er and promoter was Do Witt Clinton. 

An act to incorporate the Trustees of the First Protestant 
Episcopal Charity School in the city of New York. Passed 
March 14, 1806. Scss. Laws (Webster & Skinner's ed.X vol. 
4, p. 878. This act incorporated a school to be kept instead 
of the Free School maintained for many years previous, under 
the care and management of the Corporation of Trinity 
Church. 

An act for the further encouragement of Free Schools in 
the city of New York. Passed March 80, 1811. Sess. Laws 
(Webster & Skinner's ed.), p. 172. Gives to the Free School 
Society $4000 of the moneys arising from the excise duties 
then in the city treasury, and $1000 a year thereafter. 

An act supplementary to the act entitled " An Act for the 
Establishment of Common Schools." Passed March 12, 1818. 
Sess. Laws, p. 88. The General School Act of 1812 did not 
apply to New York City. By this act the city was permitted 
to share in the distribution of the revenue of the school fund. 
The city was required to raise a sum equal to its share of such 
school money. The Common Council appointed school com- 
missioners to receive and apportion it It was to be paid " to 
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the Trustees of the Free School Society in said city of New 
York, and the Trustees or Treasurer of the Orphan's Asylum 
Society, the Society of the Economical School in the city of 
New York, the African Free School, and of such incorporated 
religious societies in said city as now support or shall here- 
after establish Charity Schools within the said city, who may 
apply for the same." The distribution was to be in propor- 
tion to the average number of children taught between the 
ages of four and fifteen years, but was to be paid to no so- 
ciety whose school had not been kept for nine months in the 
previous year. The children were to be taught free of ex- 
pense. The Trustees of the several schools were to make to 
the School Commissioners reports similar to those of the Trus- 
tees of Common Schools, and the School Commissioners to the 
Superintendent of Common Schools. The public money was 
to be applied to the payment of teachers' wages. The Trus- 
tees of the several societies were declared inspectors of the 
schools of their respective societies. 

An act respecting the Free School Society of New York. 
Passed April 5, 1817. Scss. Laws, p. 150. Granted $2000 
out of the Excise Fund. 

An act to incorporate the Ilamilton Free School (New 
York), and for other purposes. Passed April 17, 1818. Sess. 
Laws, p. 163. The fourth section gives the Trustees of this 
school a share in the distribution of the Common School 
moneys. 

An act relative to the common lands of the freeholders 
and inhabitants of Ilarlem. Passed March 28, 1820. Sess. 
Laws, p. 96. Directs the lands to be sold by trustees ; $3000 
to be paid to the Ilarlcm Library ; $3500 to the Ilamilton 
School ; $1000 to the Ilarlem School ; $4500 to Manhattan- 
ville School ; and, until such schools are established, the funds 
are to remain in trust in the hands of the Trustees, and placed 
on good interest 

An act relative to the Roman Catholic Benevolent Society 
in the city of New York. Passed April 1, 1820. Sess. Laws, 
p. 117. Requires the Commissioners of Common School Fund 
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in the city to allow and pay to the Trustees of the Society their 
proportion of the Common School money. 

An act to amend an act entitled " An Act relative to the 
General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen of the city of 
New York," passed April 3, 1811. Passed January 26, 
1821. Soss. Laws, p. 10. Permits the school of said Society 
to share in the distribution of the school moneys. Society was 
founded in 1784. 

An act relating to Common Schools in the city of New 
York. Passed November 19, 1824. Scss. Laws, p. 337. 
Provides for the apportionment of school moneys to the city, 
and for the election of ten commissioners to distribute it ; pre- 
scribes their duties as to making reports and visiting the 
schools, and repeals all former laws relating to the schools of 
the city. 

An act incorporating the New York High School — exact 
title and date not known. The school was a pay school, and 
on the Lancasterian plan. 

An act in relation to the Free School Society of New York. 
Passed January 28, 1826. Scss. Laws, p. 19. Name altered 
to " Public School Society of New York." The Society was 
also required to provide for the education of all children with- 
out regard to the sect or denomination to which their parents 
might belong. The Trustees were, by Section 3, permitted to 
charge a " moderate compensation adapted to the abilities of 
the parents of the children." 

An act to amend the act relating to Common Schools in 
the city of New York, passed November 19, 1824. Passed 
April 8, 1826. Scss. Laws, p. 93. Increases the number of 
School Commissioners to twelve. 

An act to provide for the building an Asylum for the Deaf 
and Dumb in the city of New York. Passed March 23, 1827. 
Scss. Laws, p. 76. Section 1 appropriated $10,000 for pur- 
chase of land and erection of buildings, provided the institu- 
tion should raise an equal sum. The Secretary of State was 
to approve the site. By Section 2, the institution was placed 
under the supervision of the Superintendent of Common 
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Schools, and the directors were to file their consent under 
their corporate seal in the office of the Secretary of State. 

An act to incorporate the Manhattanvillo Free School in 
the Twelfth Ward in the city of New York. Passed March 
30, 1827. Scss. Laws, p. 103. This was essentially a Public 
and District School. The Trustees were annually elected by 
the freeholders of the village of Manhattan ville. To receive 
$2500 from Trustees of Ilarlem fund. 

An act to incorporate the Trustees of the Ilarlem School 
in the Twelfth Ward of the city of New York. Passed April 
2, 1827. Sess. Laws, p. 119. A Public School, the Trustees 
to be annually elected by a vote of the freeholders of the vil- 
lage of Ilarlem. To receive $i000 from Trustees of the Har- 
lem fund. 

An act to incorporate the Trustees of the Yorkvillc School 
in the Twelfth Ward of the city of New York. Passed April 
2, 1827. Sess. Laws, p. 114. This was also essentially a 
Public School, of which the Trustees were elected by the free- 
holders of the village of Yorkville. To receive $2000 from 
Trustees of Ilarlem fund. 

An act further to amend an act entitled " An Act to incor- 
porate the Trustees of the First Protestant Episcopal Charity 
School in the city of New York." Passed April 11, 1827. 
Sess. Laws, p. 315. Authorizes an increase of the number 
of schools and the number of trustees. 

An act relative to deeds and mortgages executed or to be 
executed by the Public School Society of New York. Passed 
January 20, 1829. Grants the right to sell and convey real 
estate, and to mortgage and confirm all former sales and 
grants. 

An act for the further support and extension of Common 
Schools in the city of New York. Passed April 25, 1829. 
Sess. Laws, p. 897. Authorizes the increase of the city 
school tax one-eightieth of one per cent 

An act for the further support and extension of Common 
Schools in the city of New York. Passed April 18, 1831. 
Sess. Laws, p. 164. Authorizes a tax of three-eighths of one 
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per cent on the valuation of the taxable property of the city 
for the purposes of Common Schools in the city. It is to be 
apportioned as provided in the Eevised Statutes, Article 7, 
Chapter 15, Sections 117 to 127. 

An act relative to the school connected with the Alms* 
house of the city of New York. Passed April 13, 1835. 
Sess. Laws, p. 54. Declares school entitled to its share of 
public moneys in any apportionment by School Commission- 
ers, and places the school in charge of the Public School So- 
ciety. 

An act to extend to the city and county of New York the 
provisions of the general act in relation to Common Schools. 
Passed April 11, 1842. Sess. Laws, p. 184. 

An act to amend an act entitled " An Act to extend to the 
city and county of New York the provisions of the general 
act in relation to Common Schools," passed April 11, 1842. 
Passed April 18, 1848. Sess. Laws, p. 290. 

An act to amend the charter of the Public School Society 
of the city of New York. Passed March 23, 1844. Sess. 
Laws, p. 60. 

An act more effectually to provide for Common School 
education in the city and county of New York. Passed May 
7, 1844. Sess. Laws, p. 490. 

An act authorizing the Board of Education of the city of 
New York to establish a Free Academy. Passed May 7, 
1847. 

An act to authorize the Boanl of Education of the city of 
New York to establish Evening Free Schools for the educa- 
tion of apprentices and others. Passed April 1 6, 1847. Sess. 
Laws, p. 82. 

An act to amend an act entitled "An Act more effectually 
to provide for Common School Education in the city of New 
York," passed May 7, 1844. Passed May 11, 1847. Sess. 
Laws, p. 275.. 

An act to incorporate the New York Society for the pro- 
motion of education among colored children. Passed De- 
cember 7, 1847. Sess. Laws, p. 425. 
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An act in relation to the Public School Society in the city 
of New York. Passed March 4, 18i8. Sess. Laws, p. 81. 

An act to amend an act entitled "An Act to extend to the 
city and county of New York the provisions of the general 
act in relation to Common Schools," passed April 11, 1842. 
Passed March 21, 1848. Scss. Laws, p. 147. 

An act to authorize the Board of Education of the city of 
New York to establish Evening Schools for the education of 
apprentices and others. Passed March 25, 1848. Scss. Laws, 
p. 209. 

An act to amend an act entitled " An Act more effectually 
to provide for Common School education in the city and 
county of New York," passed May 7, 1844. Passed March 

27. 1848. Sess. Laws, p. 211. 

An act to amend an act entitled " An Act more effectually 
to provide for Common School education in the city and 
county of New York," passed May 7, 1844. Passed May 

11. 1849. Sess. Laws, p. 649. 

An act to amend the charter of the Manhattanville Free 
School in the city of New York. Passed March 27, 1850. 
Scss. Laws, p. 147. Authorized to convey their real es- 
tate and improvements to the city. Became a Grammar 
School. 

An act to amend, consolidate, and reduce to one act the 
various acts relative to Common Schools of the city of New 
York. Passed July 3, 1851. Sess. Laws, p. 734. 

An act in relation to the school officers of the Twentieth 
Ward of the city of New York. Passed March 26, 1852. 
Sess. Laws, p. 130. Permits them to enter upon the duties 
of their office as soon as they take the oath of office required 
by law. 

An act relative to Common Schools in the city of New 
York. Passed June 4, 1853. Scss. Laws, p. 629. Author- 
izes the Public School Society to transfer all its property 
and schools to the city. 

An act relative to Common Schools in the city of New 
York. Passed March 31, 1854. Sess. Laws, p. 235. 
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An act relative to Common Schools in the city of New 
York. Passed April 15, 1854 Sesa. Laws, p. 588. 

An act to enable the schools of the Five Points House of 
Industry, and the school established by the Ladies' Ilome 
Afissionary Society, to participate in the distribution of the 
Common School Fund. Passed April 12, 1855. Sessi Law^ 
p. 761. 

An act to provide for the appointment of a commission 
to secure the more perfect establishment, government, reg- 
ulation, and economy of Common Schools in the city of 
New York. Passed April 17, 1857. Sess. Laws, vol. 2, p. 
52a 

An act to continue the commission appointed to secure 
the more perfect establishment, government, regulation, and 
economy of Common Schools in the city of New York. Pass- 
ed April 14, 1858. Sess. Laws, p. 818. 

An act in relation to school libraries in the city of New 
York, passed April 13, 1860. Sess. Laws, p. 626. 

An act to repeal an act passed April 16, 1860, entitled 
'' An Act in relation to school libraries in the city of New 
York," passed April 13, 1860. Passed April 15, 1861. Sess. 
Laws, p. 194. 

An act to enable the schools of the Children's Aid Sodety 
to participate in the distribution of the Common School Fund. 
Passed April 17, 1862. Sess. Laws, p. 455. 

An act relative to Common Schools in the city of New 
York. Passed April 15, 1863. Sess. Laws, p. 198. 

An act relative to Common Schools in the city of New 
York. Passed April 25, 1864. Sess. Laws, p. 822. 

An act relative to Common Schools in the city of New 
York. Passed March 3, 1865. Sess. Laws, p. 94. 

An act to erect the " Free Academy of the city of New 
York " into a College. Passed March 30, 1866. 

An act to amend an act entitled " An Act to amend, con- 
solidate, and reduce to one act the various acts relative to 
Common Schools of the city of New York," passed July 8, 
1851. Passed April 2, 1866. Sess. Laws, p. 748. 
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An Act in relation to the College of the city of New 
York. Passed April 17, 1866. 

An act relative to Common Schools in the city of New 
York. Passed April 9, 1867. Sess. Laws, vol 1, p. 540. 

GENERAL ACTS AFFECTING SCHOOLS IN THE CITY 

OF NEW YORK. 

An act for the encouragement of schools. Passed April 
9, 1795. Scss, Laws (Greenleaf) vol. 3, p. 248. This was the 
first general school law passed in this state. It provided that 
there should bo appropriated from the treasury $50,000 a 
year for five years, "for the purpose of encouraging and 
maintaining schools in the several cities and towns in this 
state, in which the children of the inhabitants residing in the 
state shall be instructed in the English language, or be taught 
English grammer, arithmetic, mathematics, and such other 
branches of knowledge as are most useful and necessary to 
complete a good English education." The firet apportion- 
ment was made by the law, according to the representation 
of the counties in the Assembly ; but it was provided that 
future apportionments should be made " in proportion to the 
number of electors for members of Assembly in each county." 
The Boards of Supervisors were required to apportion the 
money among the several towns according to the number of 
taxable inhabitants, as they should appear from the tax lists 
annually returned to them by the assessors. The Boards of 
Supervisors in the several counties in the state were also re- 
quired to raise by tax a sum equal to the amount apportioned 
from the state treasury, except that the city of Albany was 
to raise a tax for only half the amount In the city of New 
York the money was to be used for the support of Charity 
Schools, and all other schools, such as mentioned above, 
" whether the children taught in such Charity Schools shall 
be children of white parents, or descended from Africans and 
Indians." The inhabitants of the towns were required to elect 
not less than three nor more than seven persons to be Com- 
missioners of Schools, to have the distribution of the money 
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and the superintendence of the schools. The cities of Albany 
and Iludson, for the purposes of the act, were declared to be 
towns. The inhabitants of the towns were authorized to elect 
Trustees, and to associate together for the purpose of hiring 
school-masters and organizing schools. The Trustees were 
required to make, on the third Tuesday in March in each 
year, a return of the school kept in their charge, containing 
the name of the master or masters, the number of days he or 
they had taught, the names of the scholars instructed, and the 
number of days they have severally attended the school, and 
the time or times within which the school has been kept 
The Commissioners were " to collect into one sum the whole 
number of days for which each and every scholar, that may 
have attended any one of the said schools, shall have been in- 
structed therein, and to apportion the moneys allotted to and 
raised in that town for the purpose aforesaid, according to the 
whole number of days for which instruction shall appear to 
have been given in said schools, in such manner that the school 
in which the greater number of days of instruction shall appear 
to have been given shall have a proportionably larger suna." 
The money was paid to the Trustees by an order drawn by the 
Commissioners on the County Treasurer. The Commissioners 
were required to make to the County Treasurer an annual re- 
port of the condition of the schools, and the County Treasurer 
w^as required to transmit the same to the Secretary of State. 

An act further to amend an act entitled "An Act for the 
encouragement of schools." Passed March 10, 1797. Sess. 
Laws (Grcenlcafs ed.), vol. 3, p. 397. Ordered, that in the city 
of New York one-sixth part of the public money should be 
apportioned to the Charity Schools, and the other five-sixths 
" among the schools which in any wards in the city may be 
established and conducted in conformity to the said act" 
The inhabitants of the city were also granted the same rights, 
|X)wers, and privileges as were granted the inhabitants resid- 
ing in any parts of any towns in the state. It was also pro- 
vided that no school in the state should receive any more 
money in any one year than should be required to pay the 
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master or masters for the same year. The apportionment 
was made for the years 1796, 1797, 1798, but was omitted 
for the years 1799 and 1800. An abstract of the returns for 
the year 1798 from sixteen of the twenty-three counties shows 
a total of 1852 schools organized according to the act, in 
which 59,660 children were taught 

An act to raise a fund for the encouragement of Common 
Schools. Passed April 2, 1805. Sess. Laws (Webster & 
Skinner's cd.), vol. 4, p. 126. Appropriates the net proceeds 
of 500,000 acres of land first sold after the passage of the act, 
to be a permanent fund for the support of Common Schoola 
No distribution of the income was to be made until the in- 
terest should amount to $50,000 annually. This act laid the 
foundation of the Common School Fund. 

An act for the establishment of Common Schools. Passed 
June 19, 1812. Sess. Laws (Webster & Skinner's ed.), p. 600. 
This was the first law for the organization of Common 
Schools. It was repealed in 1814, and superseded by an 
amended act Bepealcd and revised in 1819. The revisers, 
whose work is known as the Eevised Statutes, framed a new 
statute which took effect January 1, 1828, and which repeal* 
ed all general laws on the subject of a previous date. 

An act to appropriate the income of the United States De- 
posit Fund to the purposes of education and the diffusion of 
knowledge. Passed April 17, 1838. Sess. Laws, p. 220. 
The second section appropriates $110,000 annually for the 
support of Common Schools. The fourth section appropriates 
$55,000 annually to the purchase of books for school librarie& 
These appropriations have been annually made since the pas- 
sage of the law. The surplus revenue has been bestowed 
upon colleges, academies, and literary institutions. 

An act establishing Free Schools throughout the state. 
Passed March 26, 1849. Sess. Laws, p. 688. Submitted to 
the people, and ratified by large majorities in every county. 
Majority in the city of New York, 19,789. 

An act submitting to the people at the next annual elec- 
tion the question of the repeal of the act establishing Free 
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Schools throughout the state. Passed April 15, 1830. Sess. 
Laws, p. 804 Majority against repeal in the entire state 
was about 25,000. The system was saved by the cities, and 
particularly by New York City and County, which gave a 
majority of 37,827 against repeal. ' 

An act to provide for the care and instruction of idle and 
truant children. Passed April 12, 1853. Sess. Laws, p. 358. 

An act creating the office of State Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction. Passed March 30, 1854. Sess. Laws, p. 230. 
Created the Department of Public Instruction, and transferred 
to it the Superintendence of the Common Schools. The Sec- 
retary of State had been ex officio Superintendent from April 
3, 1821, to April 8, 1854. There had been a State Superin- 
tendent from January 14, 1813, to April 3, 1821, when the 
office was abolished. 






XIX. 

ABSTUACT OF SCHOOL CENSUS OF THE CITY OF 

NEW YORK, 1867. 

In November, 1867, tlie Clerk of the Board of Education, 
by means of circular letters and other agencies, instituted a 
series of special inquiries into the educational history and 
statistics of the city of New York, and its schools, public, pri- 
vate, and denominational. Besides the general and prompt 
response afforded by principals, trustees, and other officers, 
valuable assistance was obtained from Superintendent Ken- 
nedy, of the Metropolitan Police. 

The inquiries embraced, among others, the following par- 
ticulars : 
* The name and location of each school. 

How supported. 

The whole number of pupils taught during the year end- 
ing October 1, 1867. 

Their ages, sex, color, and nativity. 

The number of teachers employed, both male and female, 
and the number of years' experience in teaching. 

The course of study. 

The number of weeks the school has been opened, and the 
length of the daily session. 

The average annual cost per pupil. 

The number of volumes in the school library. 

The approximate value of philosophical apparatus and of 
real estate. 

Such other information, historical or statistical, as could 
be furnished. 

These statistics relate to no less than 584 schools, and their 
collection and subsequent reduction to proper form involved 
much labor. 
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It is to be regretted tbat to many of these inquiries the 
replies were not suiTieiently general or definite to allow tbeir 
presentation in tabular form. Yet all the more important 
points have been covered, and the results are very valua- 
ble. 

The total exj^cnse of each school has been found by multi- 
plying the whole number taught by the reported average an- 
nual expense per pupil. The result may be somewhat in ex- 
cess of the true amount, but is believed to be substantially 
correct 

Some apparent discrepancies in the statistics of the Public 
Schools arc removed when it is remembered that the annual 
reports close with the 31st of December, while this special re- 
port includes the interval of one year ending October 1, 1867. 

WHOLE NUMBER OF SCHOOLS. 

Under control of the Boiird of Edncation 219 

Cor|X)nite Schools partly controlled by the Board 36 

All other schools 829 

Total 684 

PUPILS — HOW DISTRIBUTED. 

Whole number reported taught in Schools of the Board. 221,416 
" " " " all oUicr schoob 45,787 



Total reported taught during the year 270^208 

Among these there were : 

In the Corporate Schools of the Board. ](i,567 

In other Corporate Schools 5,218 

Denominational Schools. 81,490 

In Private Schools of all kinds. 27,068 

In Day Schools 250,498 

In £vening Schools. 19,710 

COLOR. 

White pupils 267,770 

Colored pupib .• 2,488 

AGES. 

Under 12 vears of age 71 percent 191,844 

12 years of age, or over. 29 per cent 78,859 

SEX. 

Male pupils. ....54 per cent • 145,909 

Female pupils. 46 per cent 124,294 
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The nativity of the pupils of the Day Schools of the Board 
only is given ; in the private and other schools it could not 
be ascertained : 

NATIVITY. 

Born in the United States 00} percent. 

•* Gcrmanr aj *• 

'* Great Britain and Ireland 4^ " 

'« France | " 

Born elsewhere 1 " 

This statement docs not properly indicate the nativity of 
the parents ; a matter somewhat difficult to obtain, especially 
in the Primary Schools and Departments. In a Grammar 
School situated in the midst of a large German population 
recent inquiry showed that in the seven classes of one depart- 
ment the German parentage alone varied from filly to eighty 
per cent In other sections of the city other nationalities pre- 
dominate; but in most instances, as the table above given 
would suggest, American parentage is most largely repre- 
sented. 

ATTEXDAXCE. 

The following table exhibits the average attendance and 
the whole number taught in the several classes of schools 
under the supervision of the Board. The large proportion 
of pupils in the Primary Schools and Departments, whem 
taken in connection with the course of study and the report- 
ed ages of pupils, throws much light upon the condition of a 
large part of those children who are the chief subject of the 
article on the " Vagrant Question." 

Atcraos Whols Ko. 

ArtKMVAMOK. Tauubt. 

Male Grammar Schools 15,392 3I,43S 

Female Grammar Schools. 13,2G4 27,114 

Primary Schools and Departments 52,198 129,900 

Colored Schools 702 1,887 

Normal Schools 406 1,000 



Total for Pnhlic Day Schools 81,962 191,339 

Corporate Schools of the Board 6,074 16^567 

Total for Day Schools 88,036 207,900 

Ereninf; Schools of the Board— Males 4,716) - jto— 11«877) .|. ,.,a 

*• " Female8...2,763| ^»*^-'... 4,633;' ''^^*" 

Total for all schools of the Board 95,515 224,410 
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TEAOIEBS. 

Maueil FsaiAixft. 

In the Schools of th« Board 8G0 2,044 

In all other schools. 901..... 717 

Total number of Teachers. 4,022 I,2G1 2,763 

COST. 

Cost of 224,415 pupils in Schools of the Board $2,950,000 

" 45,787 " other schools 2,101,233 

*< 270,203 *' all schools $5,051,233 

111 this estimate the total cost of the Public Schools in* 
eludes a large sum for the necessary new buildings, repairs, 
supplies, etc., while in the case of the private schools the cost 
of tuition only is given. 

The following is the cost of tuition of pupils and care of 
the buildings in the schools of the Board : 

Salaries of Teachers in Ward Schools. $1,497,180 88 

" Janitors " 75,686 29 

** Teachers and Janitors in Evening 

Schools 87,191 97 

Salaries of Teachers and Janitors in Colored 

Schools 30,160 26 

Salaries of Teachers and Janitors in Normal 
Schools 7,605 68 

Total $1,697,815 03 

Gas and fuel for Ward and Evening Schools 83,024 03 

Total for tuition, gas, and fuel $1,780^839 03 

Books, maps, stationeiy, etc, for all schools $184,370 24 

The total cost of the sites, buildings, and appurtenances at 
present under the control of the Board of Education has been 
a little short of $5,000,000. The present estimated value 
of this property is at least double that amount, or nearly 
$8,000,000. Several valuable pieces of property no longer 
needed for school purposes have been transferred, as by law 
provided, to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund. These 
are not credited to the Board of Education as an o(!set to ex* 
penses. 

The amount apportioned to each of the following schools 
is based upon the average attendance of the last year. This 
is the case with all schools participating. 
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CORPOBATB SCHOOLS UNDEB SUPERVISION O^ THE BOARD. 



SCUOOIA 



s 

8 

CO 






sd 

S3 

5^5 



AMonnr 
ArroBTioxxD. 



New York Orphan Asylum. 

Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum — 

Male Department 

Female Department 

Protestant Half-orphan Asylum.... 

House of Refuge , 

Leake and Watts Orphan House — 

Male Department 

Female Department 

Colored Orphan Asylum 

American Female Guardian So-) 

cicty and Homo Industrial > 

School ) 

New York Juvenile As3'lum 

House of Reception of do 

Indies* Homo Missionary Society. 

Five Points House of Industry 

Children's Aid Society .' 

Nursery and Child's Ilospital 



600 

(485 

(484 

570 

512 

(222 

(4GG 

505 

452 

574 
514 
454 
510 
5,4S3« 
51G 



171 

473 

854 

145 

1,091 

55 

39 

213 

920 

G03 
12G 
352 
413 
1,051 
G8 



184 

559\ 
397> 
310 
1,720 

52^ 
2C4 

4,130 

l,13G 
1,028 
1,834 
1,005 
3,702 
82 



Total. 



G,074 



]G,5G7 



$1,151 28 

5,7G3 78 

1,001 40 
7,512 84 

804 43 
1,490 70 

5,011 02 

4,295 10 
922 50 
2,022 12 
2,027 28 
0,900 30 
309 00 



$40,471 92 



Among the schools not known as Public Schools there are 
the following : 
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Catholic Free Schools 

Catholic Pay Schools. 

Protestant Episcopal Church 

Other Protestant Denominations. 

Children's Aid Society 

N. Y. Female Guardian Society... 
Hebrew Scliools, including Or- ) 

phan Asylum ) 

German Schools, Free and Pri- > 

vate ) 

Asylums not aboTe given , 

Colleges and Corporate Schools ) 

for Adults ( 

Other Prirate Schools. '. , 



^ 


J 


-A 




g 


ug 


u 

91 


FUPILS. 


23 


50 




10,342 


24 


90 


95 


0,070 


24 


29 


28 


2,307 


22 


38 


25 


5,713 


13 


3 


20 


3,702 


7 


•.* 


10 


4,130 


12 


24 


8 


998 


25 


80 


33 


3,041 


7 


25 


51 


3,207 
5,133 


8 


134 


11 


108 


407 


323 


11,875 



RU'OBIBD 

Cost. 



$142,909 
170,970 
50,515 
27,980 
18,510 
48,527 

85,323 

102,383 
808,000 
808,000 
757,000 



* lo tlai« cose Uie aggregate of the thirteen ecbooU of the Society b givea. 
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XX. 

IklEMORANDA— CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED. 
From 1614 to the EffUbUahmciit of Uie Board of Education, 1841. 

1614. New Amsterdam settled. 

1633. Adam Roelandscn the first New York school-master. 

1642. First efforts to baild a school-house. 

1659. Luyck*s Latin School established. 

1661. Evart Pietersen, sixth school-master, and last before the English occn- 

pation. 
1696. William III. grants to ministers and Consistory of the Dutch Church 

the right to appoint the school-master. 
1702. Free Grammar School founded, and built on the King's Farm. 

1704. William Vescy, Episcopal missionary, opens a school for blacks. 

1705. Lord Cornbury claims the right of appointing the school-roasters. 
1710. William Iluddlcstone, first master of Trinity School. 

1732. First Free School for teaching Latin, Greek, and mathematics, cstab- 
lishcd by law — Principal, Alex. Malcolm, gets X40 a year. 

1754. King*s— now Columbia College — founded. 

1755. Nicholas AVhelp, school-master, imported from Holland. 
1764. Dutch Church has services in the English tongue. 

1773. English language taught in the Dutch SchooL 

1776. Schools closed bj the war. 

1783. Dutch Church School reopens in September. 

1784. First receives the name of Charity SchooL 

1785. Manumission Society founded. 

1787. lu first school opened in Cliff Street. ' 

1795. Clinton, in his message, recommends the establishment of Common 
Schools throughout the state. 

Act appropriating $50,000 a year for five yean. 
1798. Teachers* Association — John Woods, President. 
1802. Female Association established. 
1805. One hundred and forty-one teachers in the city. 

Act establbhing the Common School Fund. 

Act incorporating the Free School Society. 

De Witt Clinton, first President of the Society. 

Prof. John Griscora gives the first course of popular Icctnres on physical 
science ever given in New York. 
1806b New York Orphan Asylum founded. 

Free School Na 1 opened. 
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1807. College of Phjsicians and Surgeons chartered. 

1808. Kew charter of Free School Socictj, 

1809. No. 1 reopened in Tryon Row — permanent locatioo. 

1811. No. 2 opened in Ileniy Street on ground given by CoL Rotgers. 
Trinity Church gives site for No. 3 in Christopher — now Grovo Street. 

1812. Fifty ladies instruct Free School pupils in various catechisms. 
Act establishing Common Schools throughout the state, Juno 19. 

1813. Act apportioning the school moneys, where distributed, among the 

schools of the city. 

1814. First oflicial record of pupilis preparatory to the 
1815* First distribution of the income of the School Fund. 

1817. Committee "to procure from England a teacher completely competent 

to teach the Lancasterian system.** 
Rewards and punishments by tickets of nominal value of one-«ighth 

of a cent; prizes exhibited in glass cases, and labeled with ticket 

raluet. 
Act passed permitting Society to expend surplus money on building new 

schools. 

1818. Geo. T. Trimble elected a member, May 1. 

No. 3 opened in the village of Greenwich, under Shepard Johnsoa. 
Resolution that No. 4 shall be so built as to allow the separate instmo* 

tion of girls. 
Teacher Picton arrives from England. 
Teachers ordered to institute special classes between 6 and 8 a.x. 

during four months each year for monitors and *'high scholars" — . 

abolished in less than a year. 
' Picton organizes St. Peter's School in Barclay Street on the Lancas* 

terian plan. 
Dee. 14, Lancaster in New York. 
Fifty dollars* worth of books on history, voyages, and travels^ for each 

school. 
First Manual completed by teachers. 
IS 19. Among the estimates are, salaries, $3G00; three monitors* board, $5dO; 

their clothes, $300 ; rewards and prizes, $300. 
Memorial to liCgislaturo for $10,000, Jan. 19; get $500a 
Resolution that pupils shall repeat passages from tracts against use of 

ardent spirits. 
Simultaneous examination of schools abandoned. 
Death of John Murray, Jr., Vice-president, and one of the three 

originators of the Society. 
1 820. First vacation of three weeks in August i 

Apprenticed monitors of Nos. 1, 2, and 3 too expensive; will average 

$200 a year ; monitors in No. 4 cost only fifty cents a week. 

Resolved, that the three monitors be continued at $100 a year each 

until they can find other situations ;** they are advertised as disposable 

in the New York and the Albany papers. 
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1831. MofBt and Soinmer field, of England, Tisit ilie tchooU. 

Kcgular correspondence ronintaincd with British and Foreign School 

Society, who continue as from 1805 to supplj slates and other school 

inateriaL 
2000 copies of '* Universal Non-sectarian Catechism * purchased. 
Scripture lessons adopted. 

1822. Lots purchased, and preparation made to build No. 6. 

Bethel Free School complains that No. 5 will interfere with them. 
Bcmonstrance to Legislature as to extra privileges granted to Bethel 
School 

Register number, 2873, only one-third of them girls ; Female Associa- 
tion has 7G0 girls ; African Schools, G50 pupils. 

Proposition to have some of the oldest and most meritorious pupils 
taught grammar, geography, history, and mathematics. 

Schools closed on account of the yellow fever. 

1823. Punishment with the rod abolished, Jan. 7 ; " After every persuasion has 

failed, a small leathern strap may be applied to the palm of the hand ; 

and, if this also fails, the delinquent may bo discharged by the Visiting 

Committee and ' by proclamation ; ' '* that is, a monitor vbits each class 

in turn and proclaims that A B is *' turned out of school '* 

for such and such an offense, or it is done before the assembled 

school. 
March I, Protest from No. I in relation to the strap; ''palm of hand" 

amended to read **hand," and Committee of Supplies directed ''to 

procure suitable straps for all the schools,** male and female. 
Teachers of No. 1 and 3 reported to have announced the strap order in 

a very improper manner ; investigation ordered ; report exondrates 

them. 
Girk admitted to No. 1, and placed in separate drafts. 
May 1, Picton of No. 4 protests against the strap order. 
June 1, '* Sections ** appointed to each school ; strap order repealed, and 

ratan reinstated. 
Committee on Rewards and Punishments report advising a limited 

use of the rod, but that the chief dependence be upon rewards; $150 

to be spent in " prizes '* for this purpose. 
Proposition from "middle-class citizens to be allowed to send their 

children for pay." 
Freemasons and Fire Department have paid to date $3275 for the 

tuition of 200 poor children. 

1824. Na G opened at Bcllevue ; Johnson and several monitors assist to or- 

ganize. 
Samuel W. Seton elected a member, and assigned to Na 3 ; makes " a 
very animated and appropriate speech to the children,** and becomes 

V chief annual speaker for 25 or 30 years. 

^ Four hundred tickets for Scudder*s Museum are presented by the Wid- 

ow Scudder and her son ; they are elected members of the Society ; the 
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tickets are gircn out to papHs as ** prizes ** to one in foftj-fire of'tbe 
weekly attendance ; thej last for tno or three /ears ; a committee 
acconipanj the pupils to the Museum. 

School Fund gires $7211. 

New York Atheneum founded, '*for the Encouragement of Popular Sci- 
ence and the Liberal Arts.** 

La Fayette visits No. 3 in October ; grand parade and icriew of school 
children in the Park. 

Wliolo number attending Free and Charity Schools during the year, 
10,383 i Free Schools, 6976. 

Incorporation of New York High School Society; school to be on the 
Lancasterian plan ; charter to expire in 15 years. 

1825. IIi<;h School for males opened in Crosby Street, near Broome, Dr. John 

Griscom and D. U. Barnes, Principals, with 200 pupib ; 680 present 
in 1827, and 70 to 80 waiting for room; Introductoiy Department, 
$3; Junior, ^ ; Senior, $7 per quarter, fuel and stationciy extra; 
70 classical pupils ; '* mutual instruction in all branches ;** disastrous 
effects upon many private schoob ; two Free School principals enter 
as tnton. 
Borland and Forrest, 45 Warren Street, have 80 classical students. 

1826. New charter, and new title — ^Public Scoool Societt. 
Pay system goes into operation. 

Feb. 1, High School for Girls opened in Crosby Street^ near Spring; 
terms, $3, $5, $7 per quarter; Junior Course includes '* plain sew- 
ing, marking and cutting, and making of female dresses.* 

Establbhroent of the Executive Committee of Public School Society. 

Disastrous working of the pay system. 

Two permanent monitors appointed to each department. 

Very large script alphabet first painted on the front walls of school- 
rooms in Nos. 5 and 7 ; then of Nos. 8 and 8L 

1827. Infant School Society ; Mrs. Bcthnne, First Directress. 

No. 10 opened in Duane Street— Junior Department instituted. 

1828. S. W. Scton appointed General Inspector of Schools and Visitor of Par- 

ents. 

Death of De Witt Clinton, Feb. 11, at Albany. 

March 4, Samuel Demilt elected a member of the Board of Trustees ; 
he was for many years a leading spirit in the government of the So* 
ciety ; member of Executive Committee, May, 1830 ; chairman of the 
Committee on Teachers till his death. May, 1845i. 

Abolition of tickets ; Certificates of Merit soon after substituted ; tick- 
ets had been given for sundry monitorial, police, and sanitary du- 
ties, and forfeited as fines for various bficnscs ; $25 worth of books^ 
penknives, scissors, toys, etc., had been giten annually to each de- 
partment; sold quarterly in school at auction for tickets; pupils 
often played in street till late, because " able to pay ;** very worst 
boys often had most tickets, and purchased all the most iraluable 

p 
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prizes ; tickets often bought from boys of other schools ; system fre- 
quently led to violence and dishonesty. 

Colonel Henry Rutgers, second President. 

No. 11, in Wooster Street, opened Oct. 27. 

1829. Legislature gives power to mortgage ; 5000 citizen tax-payers memorial- 

ize for a tax ; passed law for tax of one-eightieth of one per cent. 
School census of city taken. 
^Ir. Scton takes charge of the Depository, in addition to his other 

duties. 
Female Association opens an Infant School in basement of No. 5. 
Rutgers dies ; Peter A. Jay, third President. 

1830. Slates still imported from London. 

1831. No. 12 opened in Seventeenth Street Jan. 1, burned to the ground on 

the Cth. 

Primary Departments established. 

Additional tax of three-eightieths of one per cent 

Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum admitted to participate in school mon- 
eys. 

John Dclamatcr elected trustee, and assigned to No. 3, Aug. 5. 

Special Committee, Mr. Trimble chairman, *' appointed to re-examine 
Boys* Departments Nos. 2, 4, 5, 8, and 9, with power to invite the 
principals thereof — one or all — to resign;** three lose their places. 

1832. Pay system finally abolished. 

Male High School building sold to Mechanics* Society. 

Committee visit Boston ; result, establishment of tho small Primary 

Schools. 
Common Council, by special ordinance, deny aid to poor families who 

neglect to send their children to school ; ordinance posted throughout 

the city. 
Cholera closes the schools ; No. 4 a hospital. 
Temporary school out of town at Sailors* Snug Harbor — Broadway and 

Eighth Street. 
Manumission Society appoint a committee of conference for a transfer 

of their schools. 

1833. Extension of course of instruction in upper departments ; appointment 

of assistants. 
Mr. Scton appointed agent — really a superintendent under another 

name, and keeper of Depository ; total salary, $800. 
Term Monitorial substituted for Lancasterian in the by-laws. 
r Evening Schools established, and the teachers of the Day Schools com* 

pellcd to serve without additional pay. 
First annual examination of Primary Schools began April 9. 
^ Principals* salaries increased — Male Department, to $1000; Female 

S . Department, to $400. 

Na 13 opened in May ; No. 14 in November. 

1834. Transfer of schools of Manumission Society, May 2. 

'■\ 
\ 
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1834. Pablic School Society hare 19 principals, 28 assistants, 75 monitora; 

total salaries, $3G,(150. 
Adoption of special report of Samocl Demilt, Chairman of Committee 

on Teachers and Monitors, advising a school for monitors ; it final!/ 

becomes the Saturday Normal School Augost 1. 
Teachers* Library established. 
House of Ilcfuge School, Colored School in Allen Street, and Colored 

School of Five Points apply for adoption by the Public School Society 

— applications refused. 

1835. No. C, the Almshouse School, rcmoTcd to Long Island Farms; being out 

of the county, tho Public School Society retain control by special 
act. 

^lale assistants ask increase of their salary from $500 a year to $G00 — 
application denied ; Committee on Teachers and Afonitors acknowU 
edge in their report that it is a rather low salary for such aoqnire- 
nicnts, but think that the possibility of some day becoming principal at 
$1000 is sufficient additional inducement. 
183C. The African Schools hare, since tho transfer, <* greatly diminished in 
numbers, efficiency, and usefulness ;'* committee appointed to investi- 
gate ; final report j one cause, the great " anti-slavery riots ** and at- 
tacks upon colored population ; many families had removed from the 
city ; many children kept at home ; they knew the Manumission 
Society as their special friends ; knew nothing of tho Public School 
Society ; reduction of all Colored Schools but one to the rank of 
Primary had given great oflcnso ; also the discharge of teachers who 
had been long employed, and discontinuance of rewards and of taking 
home spelling-books; strong prejudices had grown up against the 
Public School Society ; committee recommend a promiit assimilation 
of the Colored Schools to tbo white ; the establishment of two more 
upper schools in a new building ; a Normal School for colored moni- 
tors, and tho appointment of a colored man as agent at $150. 

Death of Lloyd D. Windsor, Assistant Secretary of tho Society, and for 
25 years Principal of No. 1, August 5, 183G; he was very highly 
esteemed. 

Male assistants salary raised to $700. 

1837. Five hundred dollars appropriated for Teachers' Library. 

Amon M*Vey, Superintendent of Repairs, etc., appointed Sept 7; sala* 
ry, $750. 

E:cecutivc Committee learn that French is being taught in several 
schools ; investigation ordered ; classes found in nearly every build- 
ing; classes supported by parents and pupils at $1 per quarter; 
cliicfly taught after school-hours ; unauthorized, therefore forbidden, 
and promptly suppressed ; vocal music had a similar history. 

1838. Lower classes first ordered examined ; previously only the highest had 

been. 
No. IG opened in Fifth Street. 
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]833>. Distribution of income of surplus Revenue Fund, and establishment of 
libraries. 

Name of African Schools changed to Colored Schools. 

Old No. 1 in Tryon Row torn down, and school reopened in new build- 
ing in William Street (it has been recently again removed to Van- 
dewater Street). 

Joseph Lancaster again visits New York ; asks and obtains use of room 
in No. 5 for lectures to teachers ; proposes to the trnstecs that ho shall 
** take forty Primary pupils who do not know their letters and teach 
them to read in from four to six weeks, using ten others as monitors ; 
he will not disclose his plan, nor permit any one whomsoever to be 
present at any of his exercises with his pupils — repoit adverse. He 
was killed a few days after by being run over in the street ; the Board 
suspended all business, and all the schoob were closed to attend his 
funeral. 

Application for a dcclaratoiy act as to the half-mill tax. 
1839. Three pupils from Public Schools have free scholarship in Columbia 
College. 

Property comer of Grand and Elm purchased for $19,500, June 27, 
now ilall of the Board of Education. 
1810. Feb. 5, Monthly and semi-annual Certificates of Merit instituted. 

Robert C. Cornell, President, died May, 1845. 

Beginning of the '* religious*' controversy of 1810-42. 

Expurgation of offensive passages from school-books. 

Total salaries of teachers, $60,000. 

Many documents in the controversy on religion and schools. 

Resolution " that music is not one of the branches taught in the Public 
Schools, Sept. 5. 

550 vagrant children brought to school by visitors in six months. 

1841. Trustees* Hall completed. 

Paying fire-monitors ceases ; had previously received $5 a year and 
the ashes ; wood the only fuel ; schools heretofore chiefly swept, etc., 
by delinquents. 

117G Vagrant children admitted; 356 remain. 

Section No. 5 asks that the female assistant may be permitted to teach 
girls of that school to sing ; time, after school ; no compensation 
asked— ''declined.** 

Appointment of a committee of three to mark the performances of class- 
es in examinations. 

1842. First recorded comparative table of the "marking system,** ApriL 
Act of April establishes the Board of Education* 
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